From amundaneview, | amthe
poorest personin Jpan, but inthelight
of Buddhism, | am thewealthiest
personinal Jambudvipa[theentire
world]. When | consider that thisisall
becausethetimeisright, | am over-
whelmed with joy and cannot restrain
my tears. It isimpossibleto repay my
debt of gratitudeto Shakyamuni
Buddha, thelord of teachings.

From ‘On Establishing the Four
Bodhisattvas asthe Object of Devo-
tion” (WND - 1, 977)
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ENCOURRAGEMENT

Aperson’s true wealth is not deter-
mined by money or status, but by
their inner stateof life.

We, who follow the Daishonin’s lead
in upholding and practisingtheMystic
Law, arealso thewealthiespeoplein
all theworld. Anindestructible Soka
Gakkai hasbeen built by ordinary
peoplewhose hearts arefilled with
joy of propagating the Law.
Let’s confidently continue to spread
the Daishonin’s Buddhism, with the
happy pride of those who posses
unsurpassed inner riches.
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A Boar and a Gold Mountain

Engaging in Dialogue to Foster Friendship and Trust

havefriendswith whomwe
can share our joys and
sufferingsand asolidly united
community of fellow practitionerswith
which we can advance toward the
realization of our vow for kosen-rufu.
Thereisno moreinspiring or uplifting
senseof felowshipthanthis.

TheFrench philosopher Voltaire
(1694-1778) declared: “Friendship and
truth must triumph over hatred and
perfidy.”

Thesshaworldinwhichwedwell
isfilledwiththesufferingsof birth, aging,
sickness, and desth, andrifewith negative
influencesthat can leed to misfortuneand
misery. But all people possess within
them the sun of time without beginning—
the Buddha nature—that can break
through all sorrow and positively
transform any kind of karma, just as
darknessvanisheswhenthemorning sun
risesinthesky.

Thesublimemeody of friendship
wecreatethrough our Buddhist practice
awakensthissunin both ourselvesand
others, filling each new year and eechnew
day withthelight of joy.

Nichiren Daishonin writes:
“Bodhisattva Never Disparaging of old
said that all people have the Buddha
natureandthat, if they embracetheLotus
Sutra, they will never fail to attain
Buddhahood. He further stated that to
slight aperson isto slight the Buddha
himself. Thus, hispracticewastorevere
all people” (WND-1, 756).

Inthe Lotus Sutra, Bodhisattva

Never Disparaging reaches out to greet
and talk with others, conveying hisrespect
for their Buddha nature and awakening
themtoit.

AnyonewhoembracestheMystic
Law will attain Buddhahood. Therefore,
even when Bodhisattva Never
Disparaging meetswith antagonism and
hotility, henever letsit deter him from his
efforts. Hejust summonseven morelife-
force, and continuesto go about teaching
and spreading the Law. His tireless
sruggleeventualyinspireseventhosewho
initially scorned him to become his
followersandjoin theranksof thosewho
uphold the correct teaching of the Lotus
Sutra(cf. LSOC20, 310).

We of the SGI, a gathering of
modern-day Bodhisattvas Never
Disparaging, arecarrying on thiseffort of
showing dl peoplethe highest respect.

Awomen’s division member, who
has long dedicated herself to the
development of kosen-rufu in Hyogo
Prefecture, lost her home in the 1995
Great Hanshin Earthquake, asdid her two
daughters, young women’s division
leaders, who lived together nearby. She
did not loseher amile, however, and threw
hersdlf intoworking for thereconstruction
of her community.

Today, having transformed all
poisoninto medicine, shesayscheerfully:
“My painful experience changed the way
I look at life. When | think that everyone
possesses the Buddha nature, a warm
feding fillsmy heart. Couragewellsup
insdeme. | fed that | am responsiblefor

the happiness of my friendsand fellow
members. It gives me joy that we can
praise and support oneanother, declaring
that we were not beaten, that we won.”
Withyouthful energy and vigor, thissincere
women’s division member continues to
reach out to othersin dialogue, withthe
personal goal of making 10 new friends.

Nothing is as noble, profound,
and strong asprayersfor thewefareand
happinessof others. In Japan and around
the world, the confident and
compassionatevoicesof our membersare
revitdizing thelivesof al thosethey come
in contact with.

Each and every person is a
supremely nobleentity of theMystic Law,
embodying the principles of the mutual
possession of the Ten Worlds, thehundred
worldsand thousand factors, and thethree
thousand relmsin asinglemoment of life
(cf. WND-1, 235). Because of the
profound tieswesharewith othersin our
environment, therefore, we can also
transform our communities and our
countries.

My mentor, second Soka Gakkai
president Josei Toda, declared: “We will
never run out of people to share this
Buddhism with, because each of ushas
been bornin thisworld together witha
great retinue of karmic companions—
peoplebound tousby tiesfrom thedistant
past. Let’s sow the seeds of Buddhahood.
Even though not everyone may listen to
usat firgt, thetimeissureto comewhen
the seedswe have planted in their lives
will blossom.”
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Our great movement of
Bodhisattvasof theEarth, individua swho
have courageoudy risen up to fulfill the
vow for the widespread propagation of
theMystic Law, isadvancing anew with
evengrester enthusiasm and dynamism.

The lion’s roar of the Soka family
chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo is
reverberating from the Hall of the Great
Vow for Kosen-rufu.

Innumerable companionswhose
lives are deeply connected to ours are
waiting to hear our words.

Let’s confidently engage in
dialogue with many others to foster
friendshipand trust!

Onthe proud stage

of our vow,

let’s make precious friends
whowill shareour eternd joy,
never gparing our VoICes.

(Trand ated from the January 2014 issue

of the Daibyakurenge, the Soka Gakkai
monthly study journal)

TheNSGI Times



new eraof worldwidekosen-
rufu has begun—a new era of
expanding our life-affirming
network for the sake of world peace, the
flourishing of society, and the happiness
of humanity.
| call out to my admirablefellow
members and all our precious friends
everywhere: Let’s strive together once
againinthisnew year, withunflagging health
and vigor, vitaity and youth, harmony and
friendship!

Whywerewebornintothisworld?A line
from the “Life Span” (16th) chapter of the
Lotus Sutrathat werecitedaily in gongyo
reads: “. . . where living beings enjoy
themselves at ease.”

Wewerenot borninto thisworld
tosuffer and bemiserable. Wewereborn
to be happy and savor true joy, never
alowing any suffering or misfortuneto
defeat us. Thisistheessential message of
theLotus Sutra.

Citingthissutrapassage, Nichiren
Daishonin teaches us that the phrase
“enjoy themselves at ease”” means making
our lives shine asentities of the supreme
Mystic Law and attaining the state of
limitlessfreedom of theBuddha. Heaso
indicates that “living beings” refers to all
human beings, while “where” refers to
Jambudvipa, or theentireworld.

As such, anyone anywhere, no
matter how troubled thetimes, can attain
a state of absolute happiness—in which
life itself is a joy—in the place where they
areright now.

We of the SGI, while warmly
encouraging and supporting oneanother
infaith, are reaching out to one person
after another and helpingthemredizesuch
alifeof triumph filled with hopeandjoy.
Thisistheheart of our great movement
for kosen-rufu.

SGI members in 192 countries and
territories around the world are now
enjoying actual proof of happinessinther
lives
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There is a dedicated women’s
division member who, for morethan 50
years, has contributed to thedevel opment
of kosen-rufu in her country in South
America, opening paths where none
existed before. Shereportsthat her life
and community havechanged drametically
from those early pioneering days, now
brimming with an abundance of good
fortuneand benfit.

At the beginning, she says, she
had towalk everywhereto carry out her
SGl activities, but now shedrivesin her
own car. She is also able to gather
together with fdlow membersandfriends
inafine SGI center. When shefirst began
to share Buddhism with others, sheoften
encountered hostility arising from
ignoranceand prejudice, but now the SGI
enjoyswidespread trust and respect in
society. This, shefeds, istheresult of the
members’ thorough commitment to faith,
practice, and study, and their steadfastly
holding regular discussion meetings All
her strenuouseffortsfor kosen-rufu, she
declares, enabled her to change her
karma, transforming everything into a
sourceof boundlessgood fortune. What
makes her happiest, shesays, isthat, in
tandem with the growth of the SGI
movement for peace, culture, and
education, her community hasdevel oped
vibrantly and her country hasflourished.

| wish to heartily applaud and
praisedl of my dedicated fellow members
around the globewho, asgood citizens
of their communities aregtriving tirelesdy
for kosen-rufu and making positive
contributionstotheir societies.

*

Nichiren Daishonin writes: “There is
definitely something extraordinary inthe
ebb and flow of thetide, therising and
setting of themoon, and theway inwhich
summer, autumn, winter, and spring give
way to eech other. Something uncommon
also occurs when an ordinary person
attains Buddhahood. At such atime, the
three obstacles and four devils will
invariably gopear, andthewisewill rgoice
while the foolish will retreat.”

Lifeand human society arefilled
withendesstridsand tribulations Butthe
wiseeagerly take on every chalenge, no
matter how daunting, triumphineachone,
and keepforging ahead on thegreat path
of human revolution.

The Buddhism of Nichiren
Daishoninfosterspeopleof truewisdom
and links them together. In our world
today, faced with so many difficult and
complex problems itisthemission of the
SGl, asatruly global religiousmovement,

to harmoniously and positively soread an
indestructiblealianceof wiseindividuals,
transcending dl differences.

| am presently engaged in adialoguewith
Prof. Kevin Clements, chair of peaceand
conflict studies at New Zealand’s
University of Otago. Inheriting theantiwar
convictionsof hisfather, whowasjailed
asaconscientiousobjector during World
War |1, Professor Clements has fought
vigoroudy againg war and for theabolition
of nuclear weapons. | wasdeeply struck
by his assertion that what we need most
to build a truly peaceful and
compassionate society iscourage.

The essence of the Daishonin’s
Buddhism, too, is courage. Now, vast
numbersof youthful global citizensfilled
with courage—noble Bodhisattvas of the
Earth—are emerging in every region and
striving dynamically to build aworld of
peace and harmonious coexistence, just
asdescribed inthe Lotus Sutra.

“Nam-myoho-renge-kyo is like
theroar ofa lion,” declares the Daishonin.
The sound of daimoku is the ultimate
embodiment of courage.

Now, the lion’s roar of Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo, infused with afervent
vow for peace, resounds in our newly
completed Hall of the Great Vow for
Kosen-rufu—an edifice symbolizing the
victory of the mentors and disciples of
Soka. Infact, it resounds powerfully in
countriesand territoriesall over theglobe,
enveloping every corner of our beautiful
blueplanet.

At thisperfect timefor the SGI toembark
on a new phase of development as a
worldreligion, let usset forth confidently,
sharing our convictionswith othersand
impartingwarm encouragement and hope
to thosewho are suffering. Let uscreate
a world “where living beings enjoy
themselves at ease”—a world where all
peoplecanlead happy and fulfilling lives.

| am sincerdly praying for your good
heelth andlongevity and for thehappiness
and well-being of your families.

Daisaku Ikeda
President
SokaGakkai International
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New Year Messages
from Nepal SGl Leaders

NSGI General Director Sahana
Shrestha writes:

Congratulations to all of you, my
precious Boddhisatvas on the Year
of a New Era of Worldwide
Kosenrufu. We are overwhelmed to
be able to welcome this year
together with SGI President
Daisaku Ikeda and Madame
Kaneko Ikeda. Thanking you for all
the efforts in 2013, let us move to
the New Year with more hope and
enthusiasm.

In Nov 2013, the new worldwide
headquarters building in
Shinanomachi, Tokyo was
completed. This special building
has eight pillars on its southern and
northern sides. These symbolize
the eight characters in the passage
that expresses the heart of the
Lotus Sutra: “You should rise and
greetthem from afar, showing them
the same respect you would a
Buddha”. This is also the spirit of
Soka Gakkai, treasuring each
member as if they were a Buddha.
In this new building, there is a hall
which will be forever known as the
Hall of the Great Vow for Kosenrufu.
This hall will be the place where
visitors go to renew their pledge for
what they are going to do as
individuals in the future of kosen
rufu. Our leaders Mr. Sagar Thapa
and Mr. Prabal K. Manandhar had
the great opportunity to attend the
first gongyo ceremony in this hall on
Nov 8, 2013 and pledged to widen
the circle of Kosenrufu in Nepal.

In his message to the opening
ceremony of this building President
Ikeda confirmed that,” The heart of
the great vow for kosenrufu and the
life state of Buddhahood are one
and same.” So if we want to reveal
our Buddhahood , we must make a
vow and if we make a vow, we are
revealing our Buddhahood.

In this start of the New Year, let us
join together by refreshing, renewing
and deepening our vow and
consider what action we will take in
our respective division and district,
our community, our family and in our
own personal life and move one
step further along the path of
kosenrufu. Let us successfully
complete our quarterly campaigns
(daimoku, study, home visit and
shakabuku) with a strong vow and
make this year 2014 a very
remarkable one.

NSGI Men’s Division Leader
Prabal Kiran Manandhar writes:

Happy New Year 2014 to all the
Bodhisattvas of the earth. Let's
pray resolutely and work whole
heartedly with determination to
make it a memorable year in the
annals of the history of Nepal SGI
and for the peace, security and well
being of our country and happiness
of fellow countryman. Try even
harder to show the actual proof of
victory in our own lives to prove that
Nichiren and Sensei’s teachings
are true.

NSGI Women'’s Division Leader
Ujwal Nayan Ranjit writes:

With the beginning of each new
morning let’s write new pages of
victory. Wishing for your growth and
development in this New year 2014

for Youny Women and Young Men

NSGI Youth Leader Matina
Shakya writes:

With the
completion
of yet
another
victorious
year  of
2013, we
aestepping
towards
2014 as a
fresh
: v i : departure
upholding our life’s mission of kosenrufu
al over Nepal. May the year 2014 be
marked asayear of remarkablegrowth
for each one of us. May each one of our
hearts befilled with absol ute happiness
and may we be able to touch lives of
everyoneassociated to uswithitinevery
possibleway.
Weadll areexerting oursdvesincredibly in
everyfacet of our lives, and garting afresh
inorder to renew ourselvesto do our best
every year. Hence for theyear 2014 let
uschallenge ourselves asbodhisattvas of
earth, handin hand with aspirit of many
inbody onein mindin order to actuaize
our uniquemissionsand achievekosenrufu
inour country.
Lastly,
Let usCHANT to fight back to our
fundamenta darkness
Let usSMILE at every obstaclethat
comesinto play
Let usLOVE to spread warmth and
hope
Let usGROW to makeour livesever
morebeautiful ..
AVERY HAPPY NEWYEAR!!

NSGI Young Men’s Division
Leader Arzun Rakhal writes:
Happy New
Year 2014. We
aeveryfortunate
tobeengagedin
this Nichiren
Buddhism be-
causeof our past
' good karma.
We are in the
| movement of hu-
man revolution
solet'swork together for the sake of Hu-
manity and build Nepal SGI asafortress
of peace in our country. Let’s all unite and
work hard with deepest prayer (Faith),
Practiceand Study. Our singleinvolve-
ment would help for Peace and Devel-
opment of our country. | would asolike
tothank you dl for your effortsin 2013.
Finaly, | takeapledgeto foster capable
YMD'sin 2014 with lots of encouraging
experience.
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NSGI Young Women'’s Division
Leader Sabina Shrestha writes:

wishing
. youalla

: || very
{1 1| happy
new year
2014. Thank you all for your efforts
to make 2013 a remarkable year
and we will definitely advance more
in 2014. With the sense of mission
we carried out last year and we will
continue the same in 2014 more
vigorously. | know all of us have
faced a lot of obstacles on the way
to achieve the great victory and
many of us had won with our actual
proof and some of you are still
continuing to face challenges this
year too. | hope this year we will
find actual proof based on faith and
you will report your victory to
Sensei.

Nichiren Daishonin’s Gosho says ,
“many in body one in mind” and as
we all know many of us are from
different cultures, religions, and
paths in life but our mission is to
achieve the kosen-rufu movement
of Nepal SGI. We all are so greatful
that we have encountered the life
philosophy of Nichiren Buddhism
so let's advance together and
introduce as many of your friends
and lets shine in their lifes.

This year Nepal SGI has focused
on 4 main key areas; Daimoku
Campaign, Study Campaign,
Home Visit Campaign and
Shakabuku Campaign. Without all
your support victory cannot be
achieved so lets all start this fresh
year with sonorous chanting of
daimoku and please give your very
bestin all our campaigns.

From today itself let’s all take the
responsibility in each of your
district and advance in 2014 with
hopel and joy throughout the year
to achieve victory and then when
we report back we will make
sensei feel proud.

Once again happy new year and

wishing you a very wonderful year
ahead!!!!

TheNSGI Times



The following is the text of SGI President Ikeda’s dedication on the
monument that graces the entrance |obby of the newly opened Hall
of the Great Vow for Kosen-rufu in Shinanomachi, Tokyo. The
dedication isinscribed in both Japanese and English.

The Vow for
Kosen-rufu

Worldwide kosen-rufu isthewill of
Nichiren Daishonin, and the Soka
Gakkai isfulfilling theunique
mission of actualizing thisnoble
visioninaccord withthe
Daishonin’s true intent.

November 18, 1930 — The
SokaGakkai emerged out of the
efforts of amentor and disciple
who shared deep karmic bonds.
Founding president Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi spread Nichiren
Buddhism and itsteaching of
respect for the dignity of lifein
wartime Japan. For these actions,
hewasarrested and jailed by the
militarist authoritiesand died in
prison for his beliefs. Hisdisciple,
second Soka Gakkai president Josei
Toda, waslikewiseimprisoned, but
survived the ordeal to devotethe
rest of hislifeto eliminating
misery fromtheworld.

Carrying on President Toda’s
spirit of selfless dedication to
propagating Nichiren Buddhism, |
stood up as hisdiscipleto become
thethird president of the Soka
Gakkai. My fellow membersand I,
united in the strugglefor kosen-
rufu, havewritten abrilliant history
of braveand vigorous exertion,
sowing the seeds of happiness of
theMystic Law far and wide. These
effortshavegivenrisetoa
magnificent flowering of peace,
culture, and educationin 192
countries and territoriesaround the
globe.

November 18, 2013 — Here
in Shinanomachi, Tokyo—the home
of the Soka Gakkai Headquarters,
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where President Todatook
leadership for kosen-rufuin
keeping with his mentor’s noble
spirit—the Hall of the Great Vow
for Kosen-rufu, which | proposed
and named, hasnow been erected.
Enshrined hereinisthe Soka
Gakkai Kosen-rufu Gohonzon,
which bears the inscription “For the
Fulfillment of the Great Vow for
Kosen-rufu through the
Compassi onate Propagation of the
Great Law.”

Thislofty citadel, dedicated
to the shared vow of mentor and
disciple, isaplace for offering our
profound prayersfor therealization
of apeaceful world through
spreading the humanistic teachings
andideals of Nichiren Buddhism. It
isaplacefor resolving anew to
triumphin our personal human
revolution, undaunted by al
obstaclesand challenges, and to
help othersdo the same.

In “On Repaying Debts of
Gratitude,” Nichiren Daishonin
writes: “If Nichiren’s compassion is
truly great and encompassing, Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo will spread for
ten thousand yearsand more, for all
eternity.”

Kosen-rufu isthe path to
ataining universal peaceand
prosperity. It isour great vow from
timewithout beginning for the
enlightenment of all people. Today,
asteady stream of Bodhisattvas of
the Earthisvibrantly emerging and
illuminating every corner of the
globewith thegresat light of
humanism of the Lotus Sutra.

It ismy most heartfelt wish
that all our precious members,
directly linked to Nichiren
Daishonin and following thelead of
thethreefounding presidentsof the
Soka Gakkal, will unitein the spirit
of “many in body, one in mind” to
build an ever stronger groundswell
for kosen-rufu, for world peace,
intotheeternal future.

With deepest gratitudeto my
mentors,

Tsunesaburo Makiguchi and Josel
Toda,

Daisaku IkedaThird President of
the Soka Gakkai

(Trandated from the November 18,
2013, issue of the Seikyo Shimbun, the
Soka Gakkai daily newspaper)
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Vigilant Safeguarding

Reunlution

The New

Human

SGI President IReda’s ongoing novel The New Human Revolution, which hie began writing in 1993, depicts the kistorical progress of the
Sokg Gakfai following fis inauguration as its third president, as well as records the modern development of the Sokg Gakfai and the SGI.
It also serves as a practical guide on how to further expand our movement for Kpsen-rufu (achieving peace and happiness for all people).

—
Vigilant Safeguarding 1
It was a late autumn evening in 1976.
Having completed hiswork at the Soka

Gakkai Headquartersin Shinanomachi,
Tokyo, Shin’ichi Yamamoto went outside.

Vigilant Safeguarding 2

When Shin’ichi arrived at the building next
to the Soka Gakkai Headquarters, two

Winter wasapproaching, and thenight air
had become chilly. In Japan, fires often
occur during the winter. Shin’ichi decided
tocheck onvariousGakkai facilitiesinthe
areabefore making hisway home.
There had just beenamajor fire

young menjust happened to bewalking
out of it. Their badges with the logo “G”
gleamed. They were members of the

Gajokal.

in Sakata, Yamagata
Prefecture, on October 29. It
wasadisastrousfireburning
for close to 12 hours,
destroying 1,774 buildings
and housesin a22.5-hectare
(55.6-acre) area, and killing
1andinjuring 1,003 people.
On the day of the fire,
Shin’ichi was at the Tohoku
General Training Center
(present-day Tohoku Training
Center) inAomori Prefecture.
When he learned of the
incident, hegaveinstructions
for relief activities and did
everything in his power to
respond to theemergency.
Thefirehad started at a
local moviethester. At firstit
wasthought that aboiler had
overheated, but later it was
suspected that something
wentwrongwiththedectrica
system. Despitean investigation, it was
difficult to establish the actua cause, and
intheend theoriginsof thefireremained
undear.
But whether it had beentheboiler
or thedectrical system, thefact remained
that if the building’s equipment had been

2 The Ggjokai is a group

formed to foster the youth,
entrusted with dutiessuch as
protecting the Soka Gakkai
Headquartersaswell asother
Gakkai facilities around the

country.

“You’re Gajokai
members, | see. Thank you for
your hard work.”

; The two were young
. men’sdivision members from
Suginami Ward, Tokyo, and
| they were patrolling the
headquartersarea.

“Let’s check on things
together,” said Shin’ichi, setting
out ahead of them. As they
walked, he asked them about
theirjobsandfamiliesandther
local Soka  Gakkai
organization. They werevaiant
youths who had rushed over
after a busy day at work to
fulfill their Gajokai duties.

Shin’ichi remarked: “You’re giving
your al amid trying circumstances, and for
that | am grateful. But remember that all
your effortsfor kosen-rufu and to support
thememberswill returnto you asgreat

5

carefully checked on adaily basis, inall
likelihood the most terrible of
consequences, afire, could have been
prevented.

Some peopletend to takethings
for granted. They assumethat the present
situation will continue unchanged, and
since nothing bad has happened so far,
they don’t have to worry about what might
happen next, even though in actuality
some danger may be growing in their
midst. Infact, they even forget to think
about possiblethreats and dangers. They
sop paying attentiontoimportant telltale
signsand becomecareless.

Overcoming that mindset isthe
first tepin preventing accidents. Nichiren
Daishonin writes: “A wise person, while
dwelling in security, anticipates danger”
(WND-1, 621). Astute people will
always be prepared for an emergency,
evenwhen the Stuation seems safe.

With theapproach of December,
amonthinwhichfiresand various other
accidents increase in Japan, Shin’ichi
decided to take theinitiative and check
ontheGakkai fadilitiesintheheadquarters
area.

good fortune. As Buddhists, we strive
based on that conviction. And thoseefforts
will also ensure your final victory.”

There seemed to be no meetings
at the headquartersthat day, and there
weren’t many people on the streets.

Ashecarefully checked whether
anywindowsin Gakkai buildingshadbeen
|eft open or strangeobjectswereleftlying
about on the streets, Shin’ichi said to the
young men: “The Gajokai Group has the
solemn mission to protect the Soka
Gakkai Headquarters, our culture and
community centers, and our members.
That’s the same as my mission. To
accomplish that mission, you need to be
fullydertatall times, pay attentionto every
detail, and not overlook anything, no
matter how minor it may seem.

“The ability to pay careful
attention startswith your attitude. It then
needs to be backed up by prayer filled
with a sense of responsibility and the
determination not to overlook anything thet
could |ead to an accident. Through that
prayer the positiveforcesof theuniverse
will beactivated, augmenting your wisdom
and focus.”
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Heading toward the Seikyo Shimbun building together
with the two young men of the Gajokai, Shin’ichi
explained to them the basi cs of the task of inspecting.
“One of the iron rules is to make sure nothing
hasbeen|eft around the perimeter of buildings, espedialy

Vigilant Safeguarding 4

Ashecontinued toinspect thebuildingsintheareaaround
the headquarters, Shin’ichi spoke to the two youthful

Vigilant Safeguarding 5

The Gajokai—

Because of you

our citadel of Soka
flourishesand triumphs
aswecarry out kosen-rufu.
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148 : : . anything that could burn easily, such as

newspapersor bundlesof magazines. If such
~ materials were to catch fire, it could have
serious consequences.”

When they came upon a two-story
Gakkai building, Shin’ichi checked the storage
room inside. “You need to pay attention to
placesthat people rarely open, such asthis.
Some things to confirm are whether or not it’s
locked, anything unusual is inside, and the
ventilation fanisill left running.

“It’s vital to keep these kinds of areas
tidy, so someone can easily spot anitem that
doesn’t belong there. If the objects in a storage
space are just strewn about, or there are
cardboard boxeswithout |abeled contents, it
can be dangerous as you won’t be able to notice if
someone has placed any suspicious objectsthere. By
observing how neat and orderly aplaceis, you cantell
how alert to trouble and how responsible the people
using itare.”

Shin’ichi carried out a detailed inspection,
including making surethat thestove burnersinkitchen

Gajokai members about thedangers of
carelessness.

“This period from now to the end of the
year is atime when there are not only
many firesbut aso crimes, such asfraud
or theft. Still, sometend to think that these
kinds of things only happen to other
people, never suspecting that they might
become victims themselves. In fact, that’s
thefirst sgn of cardessness, and that way
of thinking makesyou vulnerable.

“Though we remind members at
meetingsto becareful not to havetraffic
accidents, thereareplenty of caseswhen
people say to themselves, ‘I know that,”
and don’t really pay attention. What you
should do at that time is remind
yourselvesto beextracareful, and say
thesanetothosearoundyw Thoseriding bicyclesalso
need to put thisadviceinto action by checking their lights
and brakes.

“Nichiren Daishonin wrote to Shijo Kingo:
‘Determine to take every possible precaution’ (WND-
1, 461). And: ‘Be millions of times more careful than

" TheGajokai wasedablishedin February
- 1971 as a group to train youthful

- championsof Sokawho will protect the

Soka Gakkai Headquarters as well as
community and culture centers around
Japan. About ten yearsprior tothat, young
men’s division members had begun
safeguarding thesefacilitiesby performing
inspectionsto ensurethat buildingswere
secureand no fire hazards were present,
amongother things.

Shin’ichi Yamamoto was deeply
appreciative of thesememberswhowere
consistently striving behind the scenesto
| protect the Gakkai’s various facilities, and
from time to time he would offer them
encouragement. Asthe Japanese writer
" Saneatsu Mushanokoji (1885-1976)
wrote: “We should be more concerned about what
cannot be seen than by what can be seen.”

Working wholeheartedly behind the scenesto
support kosen-rufu and protect the Soka Gakkai isa
most noble form of Buddhist practice. Shin’ichi believed
itwasnecessary to officialy designatethisinforma group
of membersand establishit on anationwideleve inorder
to preservetheir attitudeastheeternd spirit of theyoung
men’s division.

fadilitiesand thelightsand electrica appliancesinrooms
notinusewereall shut off. Outsidehedirected thelight
of aflashlight toward the base of the plantsand flowers
in front of the buildings to make sure no dangerous
materialshad been placed there.

“You may think this is overdoing it, but if an
accident wereto happen becauseyou missed something,
itwould betoo late. Eyesthat noticethelittlest things
can prevent the biggest accidents.

“To prevent accidents, everyone should consider
thematter carefully, decide on abasic roster of things
that need to be checked, and thenfollow it assiduoudly.
For example, the conductors on Japanesetrainsalways
carry out a series of checks before departure.
Meticulously repeating that routine eech timeisthekey
to protecting their riders’ safety.

“Once aroutine is set, it needs to be carried out
faithfully, without skipping or ignoring any part of it. I
you allow it to become amereformality and lose your
focus, carelessness will follow. That’s the most dangerous
thing.”

As the German poet and playwright Bertolt
Brecht (1898-1956) said: “Habit can be dangerous.”

ever’ (WND-1, 839). He warned him to pay attention
to the smallest details and be more careful than ever
before. Being cautiousisessential if you areto protect
yourselves and be victorious in this harsh world.”

Shin’ichi walked with the two Gajokai members
through the Seikyo Shimbun building back to hishome,
whichwasnearby. Hiswife Minekowasat theentryway
togreet him. Shepolitely thanked the Ggjokai members.
As they parted Shin’ichi said to them: “Thank you for
accompanying metoday. Pleaseaim for complete safety
and security. I’ll also wholeheartedly pray for the same
thing every day.

“I can’t go along with you on your rounds each
time, but in my heart I’m always with you. \We share the
samemission. Please protect our headquartersin my
stead. Protect our cultureand community centers. Protect
our members. Let’s meetagain.”

That evening Shin’ichi and Mineko prayed
intently for the Ggjokai membersto not catch coldsand
tovigoroudy carry out their respectivemissonsand fulfill
their grestest potential.

Thelarge-scalerenovation of the head temple
grounds, including the construction of the Sho-Hondo
(GrandMain Temple), wascompletedin 1972. Up until
thispoint, the SokaGakkai had prioritized renovating
thehead templeand establishing branch templesfor the
Nichiren Shoshu priesthood. It then began focusing on
building Gakkai community and culture centers, which
had previously taken aback seat.

With the construction of new culture and
community centers around the country, fostering
membersto safeguard thesefadilitiesbecameincreasingly
important. The leaders of the young men’s division had
also been thinking of organizing their memberstotake
onthisrole.

At thebeginning of 1971, when thetop leaders
of the young men’s division approached Shin’ichi about
forming ateam of membersto takecareof SokaGakkai
facilities, he answered without hesitation: “I agree with
theideaof creating agroup for thispurpose. Weshould
decide on a name for this training group. 1’d like to make
asuggestion.”
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“A fortress is the base or command center of a
| great generd or leader. Inancient China, thepoles

' ||' of a general’s banners were often topped with

S
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Shin’ichi explained: “The Soka Gakkai headquarters and
community centers are all “fortresses’ for kosen-rufu, so
let’s call the group to train these young men who will
protect these centers the Gajokai (Jpn. gajo, lit. “tusk
castle” or fortress; and kai, lit. “group”).

Vigilant Safeguarding 7

To commemoratethefirst Gajokai Day on September
1, 1976, ameeting to celebrate the Gajokai washeld at
the Soka University Central Gymnasium in Hachioji,
Tokyo. At themeeting the new maroon uniformsof the
Gajokai wereintroduced.

Thisday also happened to bethe 56th birthday

Vigilant Safeguarding 8

Katsumi Miyasaka had not been feeling well, soin
January 1976 hewent to the hospital to beexamined. It
turned out hehhad rectal cancer, whichwasalready in
the terminal stage. He had surgery, but the cancer
metastasized and could not beremoved. Hewastold he
had about amonthtolive,

However, he said to his family members: “l am

1 J‘_ ornamental ivory carvingsfrom elephant tusks
“I' (ga), and were called “tusk banners.” The fortress

7  where these banners were displayed was thus

called a “tusk fortress’—gajo.”

Inthe past, Shin’ichi had discussed the term with

hismentor Josei Toda, and he had continued to
- treasurethat conversationin hisheart.
News soon spread to membersthroughout the
. country that anew group for safeguarding Soka
Gakkai facilities had been established as the
Gajokai. The young men’s division members who
were engaged in this activity became Gajokai
members from February 1, making that the
effective day onwhich the group was established.

Gold badges were also created to present to
Gajokai members, with a design employing the letter “G”
whichisthefirst letter inthewords Gakkai, gengo (Jpn.
“vigilantly safeguard”), and Gajokai. Gengoisaword
that appears in Buddhist sutras, in the phrase “vigilantly
safeguarding the citadel of the Law.” The spirit of the

of Hatsune Miyasaka, a women’s division
member from Nagasaki, Kyushu, who was
" wholeheartedly praying for thegrowth of all
Gajokai members. In May of that year she
hadlost her ol dest son Katsumi, who had been
a proud Gajokai member. Katsumi had
remained trueto hisBuddhist faith and practice
upto hisuntimely desth.

Whileactive as a Soka Gakkai young
' men’s division greater block chief (equivalent
todayto a young men’s division district leader),
Katsumi wasa o exerting himsdlf asaGgjokal
. member. He had also started to assumethe
" responsibility of safeguarding the new
Nagasaki Culture Center that had just opened
in November 1975. He would frequently point out:
“We’ve had this wonderful culture center built for us.
We must protect it and our fellow members!”

Heanswered the phone calsthat cameto the

centerinacheerful and courteousmanner. Thefirg voice
one hears when calling a Soka Gakkai facility can
become one’s impression of the organization as a whole.
He was determined to always answer the phonein a
pleasant, palite, and sinceretone.

going to show great actual proof of this
Buddhism. Though| may not havelongtolive,
I’m going to survive until May 3, the 16th
anniversary of President Yamamoto’s
inauguration.”

Eventually heleft the hospital and was
cared for at home. Whenever memberscame
tovisit him, it washewho encouraged them.
“Life is truly amazing when it’s dedicated to
kosen-rufu, the path of opening the way to
happinessfor al people. Havingbeenbornin
thisworld and encountered Buddhism, we
haveamissionto keep striving until our last
breath to talk to peopl e about the wonder of
this philosophy.”

On one occasion he said to a young
men’s division member: “I may not have long
tolive, but lifeiseternal. My most heartfelt
wishisthatinmy nextlifel will beborninto afamilywho
hasthe Gohonzon. But evenif | havethe Gohonzon, |
won’t really understand this faith, and I won’t be able to
grivejoyoudy, unless| also encounter the SokaGakkai,
theorganization advancing kosen-rufu, and amentor like
President Yamamoto. That’s why | want to be reborn
together with President Yamamoto and the SokaGakkai.

“And if possible, I’d like to be healthy. | want
eyesto seethe Gohonzon, amouth to chant daimoku

7

Gajokai isto vigilantly safeguard, in the spirit of not
begrudging one’s life, the citadels of the Law for kosen-
rufu—the Soka Gakkai Headquarters and facilities—
andtheorganizationand all of itsmembers.

InAugust 1975, asummer training coursewas
held and attended by 5,500 Gajokai representativesfrom
throughout Japan. A martial artsexhibitionwasasohed
at thetime, with regiona teams competingin the sports
of kendo and judo. As Carl Hilty (1833-1909) said:
“Forging resilience is especially desirable in one’s youth.”

Atavice presidents’ conference in June 1976,
dayswere chosen to commemorate each of the groups
within theyouth division, and September 1 wasselected
as Gajokai Day. That was the day of the completion
ceremony of the new Soka Gakkai Headquartersin
Shinanomachi, Tokyo, when the old mortared-frame
building was replaced with anew reinforced-concrete
structurein 1963.

Shin’ichi thought that this day would be most
appropriate to commemorate the Gajokai, which
safeguarded the headquartersand protected the Soka
Gakkai.

He aso often remarked to other Gajokai
members around him: “When people visit our centers
while we’re on duty, the first person they meet is a
Gajokai member. We’re the face of the Gakkai. \We need
to warmly greet visitors with a friendly smile.”

Hetreated al thosewho visited the center with
warm consideration. If someone called and said they
thought they’d forgotten something in the building, he’d
search for it everywhereand sometimeseven ddliver the
itemtotheindividua. Hewas more careful than anyone
dseinhisingpection of thebuilding and theareaaround
it. Hedid thisout of hisspirit of wanting to protect the
SokaGakkai, awarethat thefailureto notice suspicious
objectsnear thebuilding could resultinamgjor accident.

Katsumi made the training and lessons he
learnedinthe Gajokai hispersonal philosophy and code
of behavior. That’s how a spirit is passed on. Without
that attitude, even thebest training will not stick.

and sharethisBuddhism with others, and stronglegs, so
I can take part in Soka Gakkai activities. That’s my
greatest wish for my nextlife.

“Butwhen I think about it, I’ve had all mywishes
fulfilled in this life. I’'m very grateful for my life. To meiit’s
exactly as the Lotus Sutra states: ‘This cluster of
unsurpassed jewels / has come to us unsought’ (LSOC4,
124).”

4 )

“Life is truly amazing when
it’s dedicated to kosen-rufu,
thepath of openingtheway to
happinessfor all people.
Havingbeen bornin thisworld
and encounter ed Buddhism,
wehaveamission to keep
srivinguntil our last breath to
talk topeopleabout the
wonder of this philosophy.”

" /
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Though he had been told he had only amonthtolive,
Katsumi Miyasakawasgtill diveafter two monthsand
then three months. At last, May 3, 1976—the 16th
anniversary of Shin’ichi Yamamoto’s inauguration as the

third president of the Soka Gakkai—arrived.
“I’malive,” said Katsumi. “I survived to May
3.” From that day on he grew visibly weaker
and weaker, but he remained cheerful and
upbeat.

“Iwant to take part in one more Gajokai
¥ shift at theNagasaki Culture Center. | want to
seeour membersarriving happily at the center.
| want to once again egt theinstant ramen that
isprovided to on-duty Gajokai asalate-night
snack.”

On May 24, hearing that Katsumi’s
condition had worsened, hisyounger brother
Takeshi, who lived in Saitama Prefecture, and
histwo sisters, who had married and lived in
Nagasaki, cameto bewith him.

The next morning, May 25, Katsumi
asked Takeshi tolook after their parentswhen
he was gone. Then he said, “I’d like to do gongyo
together as a family.”

They carried Katsumi to the room where the
Buddhist altar was and held him up as herecited the
sutraand chanted. When gongyo wasover, helay down.

AFHRASAELS

L
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More than two months had passed since the death of
Katsumi Miyasaka. From July 31 to August 2, 1976,
the Kyushu Gajokai Summer Training Course was
conducted at the Kyushu General Training Center

]
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On the second day of the summer training course, a
Kyushu Gajokai General Meeting was held. At the
meeting, young men’s division leader Isamu Nomura,
speaking to thegroup, said that hefound Miyasakato
beamode Gajokai and madethefollowing proposal:
“I"d like to suggest that the Kyushu Gajokai, as pioneers

TheNSGI Times

(present-day 21st Century Nature Conference
Center, in Kirishima, Kyushu). Therewasan
outdoor meeting on thefirst day of thecourse,
and Nagasaki membersproduced adramatic
presentation based onthelifeof Miyasska. The
eyesof all theyoung men therewereglued to
the stage specially set up for theoccasion.
Intheplay, Miyasakacallsout from his
sickbed: “I want to get better and return to
~ duty as a Gajokai member. I’m determined to
~, protect the SokaGakkai and al itsmembers
P ‘ as arepresentative of President Yamamoto.”

_’g‘? Tears glimmered in everyone’s eyes.

.~ Some, trying to hold back their emotions,
clenched their fists and pressed their lips
together. Deeply moved, they al shared
Miyasaka’s determination.

Oneindividua who servesasan examplecan
stir the hearts of countless others. Don’t wait for someone
elseto set an example. The Soka Gakkai isagathering
of championsprecisdly because each member strivesto
becomesuchamodd.

Theperformance cameto an end and applause
reverberated throughout the venue. Thenarrator saidin

F

of kosen-rufu, create aregional Gajokai flag.
We can put the three letters ‘K,” ‘G ’and ‘M’—
for Kyushu, Gajokai, and Miyasaka—on the
flag as a lasting way to commemorate
Miyasaka’s memory. What do you think?”

Themembersapplauded thunderoudy
inagreement.

On August 7, the same young men’s
division leader reported about Katsumi
Miyasaka to Shin’ichi Yamamoto, who was
staying at the Kyushu General Training Center
during hisguidancetour of theregion.

Shin’ichi said: “The Kyushu Gajokai
should stand up and carry onin the spirit of
Miyasaka. That’s how true comrades behave.
Without shared idedls, you cannot fulfill your
great vow.

“Miyasaka’s father responded most admirably,
too. Let’s plant a cherry tree at the training center in
tribute to Miyasaka. Since his name was Katsumi, let’s
call it the Katsumi Cherry Tree.”

Then Shin’ichi composed a poem and sent it to

Miyasaka’s father, Ayumu. The poem reads:

In praise of
your steadfast son,
dry your tears

Takeshi opened a pamphlet of President Yamamoto’s
poem “Song of Youth,” which happened to be resting
onasmall tableinfront of thealtar. Katsumi liked the
poem, and Takeshi decided toread it for him:

Though cloudsdot the sky
and thewind blows
thesunrisesagain today. . .

When Takeshi started reading, Katsumi smiled and
closed his eyes. Takeshi’s voice resonated in the room.

| havemy missonwhichismineaone
Youtoo
haveamissionwhichonly you canfulfill

About halfway through the poem, with apeaceful smile
onhisface, Katsumi breathed hislast bregth, asif drifting
off to sleep. Having dedicated hisyouth to the Gajokai,
his 27-year-old lifecameto an end.

The value of one’s life is not necessarily decided
by itslength. Through dedicating oneself to thenoble
purpose of kosen-rufu, one’s life comes to shine.

aresonant voice: “Katsumi Miyasaka’s father Ayumu
sentus a letter that I’d like to share with you now. He
says: ‘Ifeel as if | can see the faces of all of you assembled
thereinKirishima. | believemy eldest son Katsumi was
looking forward to thisday, when he could be together
withdl of you. Unfortunately, hehas goneto Eagle Peak
before President Yamamoto or any of you.

“*Although Katsumi was unable to leave behind
an illustrious record of achievements that attract
attention, hewas second to nonein hiscommitment to
protecting President Yamamoto, the citadel s of kosen-
rufu, and the people.

“‘He embodied that spirit and silently
communicated it to all who knew him. Though hewas
my own son, | believe | can say he was a fine
representative of the Gajokai. | hope that all of you
wonderful young peoplewill continueto do your best,
on Katsumi’s behalf, too. This is my sincere wish.””

Though hewastill grieving for hisbeloved son,
Katsumi’s father wrote this letter to impart hope to the
young men of the Gajokai. His sentiments struck deep
intothe heartsof all of them.

and eternally protect
theKatsumi cherry tree.

Shin’ichi acted with lightning speed. Speed is the
manifestation of one’s strength of resolve and sincerity.
His mentor Josei Toda used to say, “Leaders of kosen-
rufu must make ‘Speed’ their motto.”

When she heard the news by telephone,
Miyasaka’s mother Hatsune tried to suppress her sobs.

Shin’ichi immediately received a letter from
Miyasaka’s father, who wrote: “I am overcome with
gratitudeat thewonderful poem you sent metoday. How
happy Katsumi must be.”

Katsumi’s father wrote a poem in response:

Batlingcold

winter gorms,

reaching theother shore

from where can be seen

beautiful flowersof spring abloom.



SGI HISTORY

BUDDHIST CONCEPTS

JAN 26 : SGI DAY

1975, that Soka Gakkai

International (SGI) was
inaugurated at the First World
Peace Conference ontheidand of
Guam--thesite of fiercefighting
between American and Japanese
military forces and of countless
deaths of innocent civiliansduring
World War I1.

SGI was created as an um-
brellaorganization for thegrowing
membership of Nichiren Buddhists
around theworld and asanetwork
of individuals committed to pro-
moting understanding between dif-
ferent cultures and actualizing
peace. It was then Soka Gakkai
President Daisaku Ikedasvisonto
make Guam thesymbolic starting
point for thismovement.

I t was on January 26,

Some 158 representatives
from 51 countriesand territories
attended the meeting, whichisnow
celebrated annually as SGI Day,
and a their request, Daisaku Ikeda
took up the position of president
of thenewly-formed SGI.

In his speech on that occa-
son, Ikedastressed that Buddhism
isgroundedinthephilasophy of re-
specting thedignity of lifeand made
apowerful declaration stating that
hewould dedicatehislifetotheen-
deavor of promoting a lasting
peace. He also encouraged the
members to live altruistically:
"Rather than seeking to bring your
own livesto bloom, devoteyour-
selves to planting the seeds of
peacethroughout theworld."

Therearenow SGl members
in 192 countries and territories,
with 90independent local constitu-
ent organizationsand atotal mem-
bership of around 1.8 millionmem-
bersoutside Japan. Eachloca or-
ganization developsitsactivitiesin

accordance with the culture and
characteristicsof that society, based
on an understanding of thelinks
betweenindividual happinessand
the peace and development of all
humeanity.

The SGI Charter, adoptedin
1995, clarifiesthat the mission of
SGl isto respond to current prob-
lemsin society and theworld based
on the philosophy of Buddhism:

"We, the constituent organiza-
tions and members of the Soka
Gakkai International, embracethe
fundamental aim and mission of
contributing to peace, cultureand
education based on the philosophy
and ideals of the Buddhism of
Nichiren Daishonin. .. Webdieve
that Nichiren Daishonin's Bud-
dhism, ahumanistic philosophy of
infiniterespect for thesanctity of life
and all-encompassing compassion,
enablesindividuasto cultivateand
bring forth their inherent wisdom
and, nurturing the crestivity of the
human spirit, to surmount thediffi-
cultiesand crisesfacinghumankind
andrealizeasociety of peaceful and
prosperous coexistence.”

In referenceto theinaugural
meeting on Guam, Ikeda states,
"Sincethat first gathering, themem-
bers of the SGI have consistently
upheldtheconvictionthat dialogue
representsthesureand certain path
to peace.”

In this spirit, on January 26
every year since 1983, in com-
memoration of SGI Day, Ikedahas
authored peace proposals explor-
ing theinterrelation between core
Buddhist conceptsand thediverse
challengesglobal society facesin
the quest to realize peace and hu-
man security.

Prayer in Buddhism

"Buddhist prayer may be thought of asa
focused expression of the sentiments of yearn-
ing, commitment and appreciation. It is, how-
ever, distinguished by thefact that Buddhism
locatesthedivinewithinthelifeof theindividual
practitioner. Thepurpose of Buddhist prayer is
toawaken our innateinner capacitiesof strength,
courageand wisdom rather than to petition ex-
ternal forces."

Prayer in BuddhismPrayer iscentral tothe
practiceof Nichiren Buddhism. SGI members
often relate experiences of "offering earnest
prayer," or "praying from the bottom of my
heart." They also speak of having their prayers
"answered." What do SGI membersmeanwhen
they makesuch statements?

TheWebster's Third New International Dic-
tionary definesprayer as"asolemn and humble
gpproachto Divinityinword or thought, usually
involving besaeching, petition, confession, praise,
or thanksgiving."

In what ways does the Buddhist under-
standing of prayer accord with thisdefinition,
and how doesit differ?

Prayer appearsto be auniversal human
activity. Thereisevidenceto suggest that hu-
mans have been engaged in some form of
"prayer" sincethe earliest days of our species.
Assoon ashumans devel oped aconsciousness
of their relative powerlessnessbefore theforces
of nature, the precariousness of their existence
and their own mortality, they no doubt began
giving expressiontointensefeglingsof petition,
praiseor thanksgiving.

SGI President Daisaku Ikedahaswritten
that religion grew from prayer; that the senti-
ment and act of prayer precedestheformswhich
different religioustraditionshavesincegiventhis
primordia human act. Buddhist prayer likewise
may be thought of as afocused expression of
thesesame sentimentsof yearning, commitment
and appreciation. Itis, however, distinguished
by the fact that Buddhism locates the divine
withinthelifeof theindividual practitioner. The
purpose of Buddhist prayer isto awaken our
innateinner capacitiesof strength, courageand
wisdom rather than to petition external forces.

Also, asinmany Easternspiritua practices,
thereisan emphasison aspecific physical form
of prayer. For practitionersof Nichiren Bud-
dhism thismeansthereciting of portionsof the
Lotus Sutra and the repeated chanting of the
phrase"Nam-myoho-renge-kyo," the name of
themysticlaw that lieswithinall lifederived by
Nichiren from thetitleof the Lotus Sutra. That
thechant isaudibly intoned expressesthefact
that in Nichiren Buddhism prayer isnot apurely
meditativeturning inward, but an act making
manifestinner qualities, bringing them outinto
thered world.

SGI members direct their prayer to the

Gohonzon, or object of veneration. Thisisa
mandala, asymbolic representation of theideal

sateof Buddhahood, or enlightenment, inwhich
dl thetendenciesand impulsesof life-fromthe
most debased to the most noble--functionin
harmony toward happinessand cregtivity. The
Gohonzonisnot an "idol" or "god" to be sup-
plicated or appeased but ameansfor reflection
and acatalyst for inner change.

SGI members are encouraged to make
their prayers specific, concreteand focused on
thereal-life problems, hopesand concernsthey
confront. Nichiren Buddhism stressesthein-
separability of "earthly desires’ and enlighten-
ment. Nichiren statesthat it isby burning the
"firewood" of our desires--through the act of
prayer--that weareableto bring forth theflame
of renewed energy and the light of our inner
wisdom. Buddhist prayer is the process by
which our intensely felt desiresand sufferings
aretransformed into compassion and wisdom.
Inthissense, it inevitably involves self-reflec-
tion, including asometimes painful confronta-
tionwith our own deeply-rooted destructiveten-
dencies. To quoteNichiren again, "Your mas-
tery of the Buddhist teachingswill not relieve
you of mortal sufferingsintheleast unlessyou
perceivethenature of your ownlife."

SGl membersarea so encouraged toview
prayer asfully integrated with the actionsand
behavior of daily life. Prayer only becomesgenu-
ineprayer whenitisacted upon. To succeedin
lifewe need determination and prayer, effort
andingenuity.

Modgt fundamentally, prayer isthe process
of bringing forth the supreme state of lifere-
ferred to asour "Buddhanature." A potential
possessed equally by all people, the Buddha
natureisthe fundamental, compassionatelife
forceinherentinthecosmos. Prayer isthepro-
cessof realigning our individual lives(thelesser
sdf, with all itsimpulsesand desires) with the
rhythm of theliving cosmos (the grester seif).
In doing thiswe unleash previoudy untapped
sourcesof self-knowledge, wisdom, vitality and
perseverance. And because, in Buddhist phi-
losophy, thereisno separation between thein-
terna world of human beingsand their environ-
ment, changesthat occur in our inner lifeare
reflected in our external circumstances. The
experienceof having onesprayers "answered”
isthemanifest result of thisprocess.

Daisaku Ikedahaswrittenthat theultimate
form of prayer isin fact avow--avow to con-
tribute to the happiness of othersand thede-
vel opment of human society.

Itisthisvow and pledgeto action that most
profoundly attunesour livesto thelarger lifeof
theuniverseand bringsforth our highest, most
noble"selves."

[Courtesy January 2001 SGI Quarterly]
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NSGI hdd 19" Annual General Mesting

JenishaManandhar
December 21, 2013

This19year long journey of N-SGI
hasbrought many heartsfrom different
partsof country together under aroof to
bind them together into asoul. The 19"
Annua General Meseting marked this
day very beautifully. After theconclusion
of prayer led by the guest SGI Director
Ong Bon Chai, Ayush Pradhan and

Ms. Basanti Lama shares her victory report on fostering
capable successors of Kosenrufuin Illam.

with hiswel come speech. Alongwith
membersfrom Kathmandu, therewere
18 membersfrom Pokhara, 8 from
Hetaudaand 5 from lllam.

A new district Makalu hasbeen
established at [llam thisyear andin
order to present thevictory report of
the samedistrict Basanti Lamawas
called on stage. Then,
themessage of Sensel
wasread by Sagar
Thapatoal the
members. Sensei’s
messagewasfull of
inspiration: “No matter
what bitter adversity we
may face, wewill never
| bedefeated. Through the
power of chanting Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo, we
cantransform eventhe
most painful sorrow—

AninaMaharjan asthe master of
ceremony hosted themeeting. They
shared the guidance of theday and after
that they wel comed membersto sing the
Gakkai Song. Gakkai Songwas
followed by thewel come speech of
DevendraMan Singh. Heheartily

wel comed the audience of around 250

transmutingitintothe
compassionto
encourageand help otherswho are
suffering—and keep moving forward
joyfullyand positively.”

Experiencesof membersregarding
their faith have always been the soul of
every N-SGI meetingsasit helps
inspiremembers. Thistimetherewere

atogether 4 memberswho shared their
journey of lifeaccompanied with
prayers. NainaRanjit gaveavery good
start to thisexperiencesharing
ceremony with her motivating
experience. KendraKumari Gurung
shared her moments of despair and
how her prayershe ped her gothrough
thosemoments.

In between, therewas ceremony of
conferring Gohonzon. Thisyear two
members of N-SGI embraced the
house Gohonzon whilefour members
took home Omamori
Gohonzon. They took avow
after receiving Gohonzon.

After thisceremony, the
sharing of experience
continued with Sanjana
Agrawal. Sheshared many
quotationsof Ikedasensei that
had inspired her and shared
her experienceregarding her
family problemsand
adjustment in new country.
Similarly, Ram Mani Aryal
from Hetauda shared his
experienceregarding finance
and prayers.

Sahana Shrestha, General
Director shared her

determinationsfor the upcoming year
and achievement of the past year tothe
membersaongwithgivingan
encouraging message. Thedetermination
induded Daimoku Campaign,
Community Service, SportsMeet and
many more. Thenit wasfollowed by the
distribution of variousawardstothe
members, sarting with Sagarmatha
Award.

SagarmathaAward isthemost
coveted awarded for al themembers. It
isacknowledgement for thoseactive
members of N-SGI who hasbeen

Mr. Rgjan B. Thapaand Mr. Narendra Shrestha holding
Sagarmathaaward with NSGI GD SahanaShresthaand
SGI Director OngBon Chai.
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working very ardently inthe path of
Kosen-rufu. SagarmathaAward winner
of thisyear was Sagar Thapaand
Narendra Shrestha. Subseguently Jugal
District earned the best district award of
theyear. Thentherewasalso an
additional divisoninmembersthisyear
i.e. YoungMarried Groupwhereall the
young married women will bemembers.
Yurika Shakyaisthe Chief of thisgroup.
Similarly, DivyaSinghand Dikshya
Singh arethevice-chieves. Therewas
a s appointment of new chief inthe
different divisons. Matina Shakyaisthe
Youth Division Chief while Sabina
Shrestha is the Young Women Division’s
Chief along with Niva Shakyaand
GrishmaChitrakar asthevice- chieves.
Later, SGI Director Ong Bon Chai
embraced thestageinavery lively
manner and shared avery inspiring and
motivating guidance. Heshared his
personal experienceand praised the
members’ involvement in Bagmati
Cleaning Campaign. Consequently,
cultural segment was started after the
guidanceof SGI Director.

A Generd Meetingwould awaysbe
incompletewithout acultural partinit.
Thisyear participation wasfrom
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Hetauda, Pokaharaand lllam aswell. A
skit was performed by Kathmanduities
showing theimportanceof patienceand
determination of life. Thenamember
from Hetauda showed her danceand so
didamember from lllam. Likewise, two
membersfrom Pokharadanced tothe
same song as that of lllam’s member
that isever sofamousandiscalled
Maitighar. They danced very gracefully.
After theend of culture show, the 19"
Annual General Meeting of N-SGI was
formally concluded by Sanshoanda
commemorativephotograph. All the
members seemed proud and happy to
bethepart of afamily whichisgrowing
bigger and younger everyday with grest
enthusasm.

Lotusbari- A sprout towards change

An initiative towards a clean Kathmandu

Sanjana Agarwal.
December 20, 2013

Lotusbari, aninitiativeof Nepal Soka
Gakki International under the Bagmati
Cleaning Program was inaugurated on
Friday, 20" December, 2013. Itislocated
onthebanks of Bagmati river justalittle

. further down from
TilgangaHospital.

NSGI is a part
of Soka Gakkai
International whichis
a lay Buddhist
movement linking
morethan 12 million

Mr. Sagar Thapa ~ people around the
givingawelcome  world. As “engaged
speech Buddhists,” SGI

—  members aim to
create value in any circumstances and
contributeto thewell-being of others. The
promoation of peace, cultureand education
is central to SGI’s activities. Nepal SGI
Vice General Director Mr. Sagar Thapa
saidthat NSGlI firmly believesin cresting
valuein the society and hence becamea
part of thedeaning bagmati program. SGI
membersintegratetheir Buddhist practice
intotheir daily lives, following the Lotus
Sutra Based teachings and hence the
garden got itsname Lotusbari, with bari
meaninggardeninnepai.

inaugration was a
funfilledeventwhich
kicked off with the
members of NSGI
singing a song of
their organization
called “Shoulder to
Shoulder marching
along”. The song
had a beautiful
message to lead
humanity towards peace. It wasfollowed
by a poem which was a tribute to the
Bagmati river.

Mr Rajan B. Thapa
reciting apoem

Dr. Raju
Adhikari, oneof the
Board members of
theBagmai cleaning
program provided
highlights of the
program. He
mentioned how the
local people had

highlights the ~ Supported themand
Bagmati Cleaning  urged he others to
__Campagn  join hands with the
programaswell. He

informed that the group meetsnear Min
Bhawan bridgeevery Saturday at 8am for
two hourswherethey work on cleaning
and beauttifying Bagmati. Lotusbari, isthe

Dr. RguAdhikari
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first project that has been completed and
isan exampleasking othersto follow the
footsteps of SGI.

The garden was inaugurated by
Hon’ble Chief Guest Mr. Leela Mani
Poudyal, Chief Secretary of Government

of Nepal.

) Thechief guest
|eft after addressing
the crowd. The
peopl e present were
further entertained
by a musical
performanceby the

Chief Guest Mr
LedaMani Poudyal Alankar group, a
encouraging people  part of NSGI who

to pledge for saving claimedthat it wasa

Bagmati matter of pride to
play in the laps of
Bagmati. Later, the
members of NSGI aso performed a
danceto keep thespirit joyous. Thecold
winter wind madethe atmosphere chilly
while the excited spirits made the
atmospherewarm.

Themeseting wasmademorevibrant
with slogans such as — We CAN clean
Bagmati; WeWILL dean Bagmati; If WE
don’t then who will; If not NOW, then
when?

The local people present were
y encouraged not to lose an
opportunity to be a part of
this program and create a
better Kathmandu for the
futuregenerations.

It was an inspiring
event, and | am definitely
joiningtheBagmati deaning
program this Saturday at 8
am at Min Bhawan bridge.
Areyoujoiningusaswell?

TheNSGI Times
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A Boar and aGold Mountain

MahayanaBuddhism describeslife
on earth as being the place “where living
beings enjoy themselves at ease”. It also
statesthat in thislife, human beingsare
“characterized” by the four noble qualities
of “eternity, happiness, true self, and
purity”. In other words, human beings exist
on this earth to enjoy life, which is
considered to havethehighest value.

Since | believe in the concepts of
MahayanaBuddhism, | am an optimist.
The French philosopher Alainleft with us
thefollowing well-known phrasefromone
of hismajor works, Alain onHappiness-
. “Pessimism is based more on feeling
whilevolition or will underliesoptimism.
Those people, who, because they are
resigned totheir fate, let thingsdide, are
unhappy.”

The human character has infinite
variety, andtherearea so great differences
inquditiesand abilitiesfrom oneindividual
tothenext. Itisimpossiblefor everyone
to becomean Einsteinor aMarie Curie,
nor do| think everyone should necessarily
driveto besuch aperson.

Willpower, however, isanother thing.
Itistruethat, generally speaking, some
peoplecan be called strong-willed and
other people weak-minded. But the
humanwill cannot bedefined asaninborn
trait, likeahility. | know many peoplewho,
though in the past they might have been
regarded as weak-minded by other
people, at somepoint madeuptheir minds
to bedifferent and continued their efforts
until finally they arenow living greet lives
intheir ownway. | think humanwill isan
asset equally distributed among al, and
anyindividual canalow it tomanifestitsdf
from hisinner possibleresourcesif hehas
themindto do so.

AsAlain mentioned, an amaosphere
of optimism prevails anong those who
havelived their liveswith adetermined
mind. The word “optimism” might be
misinterpreted, but by optimism. | mean
aninner quality thet isbright, spontaneous
and unrestrained, and yet experienced
intimately in the bitterness and sweetness
of life. Thisisprobably becausethosewho
havelived their livessteadfastly with firm
convictionand astrong will arefilled with
confidenceinlife.

Itisabsolutely impossibletolivea
lifewithout incident. But no matter what
difficulty you may encounter inyour life, if
you are convinced that you can turn the
situation into adriving for your progress
with the feeling “I’m prepared for any
hardship,” that confidence will no doubt
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become the basis for true optimism.
Generdly, thosewho areableto enjoy life
to the maximum are endowed with a
brightnesswhichisinexhaustible. | also
sensethismystical touch of lifewhenever
| read the superb and playful humour of
senryu, or short satirical Japanese poetry.

Recently, | had a chance to read
Haifu yanagidaru, an anthology of
senryu. As| savoured thefreshnesswhich
lingered even after | finished reading, |
renewed my appreciation for thedown-
to-earth, healthy wisdom of the masses
during the Edo period (1603-1867)
depicted inthisanthology. Hereare some
of thepopular verses:

Onetakesshelter under the eaves

Whenit beginstorain

Onlytogo out

Whenit beginsto pour.

Childrenof publicofficias

Aregood at learning how

To open and closetheir hands.

By thetimeoneisready

To fulfil one’s filial duty,

Theparentshavealready gone.

Adeptly perceptive, capturing the
complexities of human nature, these
expressionsarefamiliar and relevant even
now. Though senryuisnot assophisti cated
instyleasthehaiku, whichmustincludea
word indicating the season of theyear, it
ispermeated with theundisguised fedings
that ordinary people express in their
everyday life.

A craftsman nagshisapprentice

Evenduringlunchtoadd morespice.

Oh, round and glittering coin,
Please stay with me, if only for a

night.

Itsmeaningisthis: It wasconsidered
admirablefor oneto show the spirit of
“spending his daily earnings, not keeping
anyofiteven overnight”, but if he actually
has no money, he cannot survive, and so
amanimplored agold cointokeephim
company. Isthisnot ahealthy sentiment
among ordinary people?

The others are too numerous to
mention. | think theliving conditions of
those timeswereincomparably harsher
than ours. Nevertheless, these people
infused thejoysand sorrowsthey fdtinto
17 syllables and sublimated them into
satirical poemswhicharefull of life. They
survived tenacioudly, just likeweeds, by
using such witty satires as “lubrication oil”
for their daily life. In them | see the
tenaciousspirit of ordinary peoplewhich
hasremained unchanged throughout the
ages.

In one of his writings Nichiren
Daishonin quotes apassage from Great
Concentration and Insight, authored by
the Great teacher T’ien-t’ai of China: “It
will only belike aboar rubbing against
thegoldenmountain; likethevariousrivers
flowing into the seg; likelogsmaking a
fireburn morebriskly; or likethewind
swelling the body of the kalakula insect.”

A boar, enviousof abrightly shining
mountain madegold, scrapesatitinan
attempt to deprive it of its brilliance.
However, themoretheboar scrapesat it,
thebrighter | becomes. Thisisjust like
themany riverswhich flow into an ocean
onlytoincreasein volume, and firewood
whichisthrownintoafireto makeit burn
brighter. Kalakulaisalegendary cregture
which becomesinflated asit swallowsthe
wind.

Thequoted passage admonishesus,
in the process of performing Buddhist
practice, never togiveintothewindswhich

blow against us, andinsteed turntheminto
windswhich carry usforward. However,
| alsothink wecan draw avaluablelesson
from thispassagewhich appliesto every
agpect of life.

Josa Toda, whom | havementioned
many times, wasmy teacher and dsolike
my father. | also have respect for Mr
Konosuke Matsushita (1894-1989), an
industrial magnate whom | am closely
associated with. They shared the same
advice about youth: “When young, a man
shouldexperiencedifficultiesevenif hehas
to pay for them.” These words may sound
ol d-fashioned to some peoplethese days,
but | think itisquitereasonableto assume
that a man can never realise great
achievement unless he has a firm
foundationinlife.

Thefamily situations of thesetwo
mendid not alow them to continuetheir
studies smoothly. Mr Matsushita, who
went up to only fifth grade in primary
school, has attained the greatest
achievementsin the businessworld in
Japan. My teacher, Josal Toda, continued
hisstudiesin night school, whilelaborioudy
pulling a cart to deliver packages in
snowbound Hokkaidofrom early morning
till lateat night. Yet my teacher attained an
excellent academicrecord, from primary
school through night dlassat auniversity.

In hislate years, Mr Toda used to
say thiswith ahearty laughwhich | till
remember clearly: “Nobody believes |
experienced hardships when | was
young.” His smiling face expressed the
spontaneouswarmth and humorous spirit
which arecharacteristic of onewho has
scored thevictory of lifeand conquered
hisweaknesses. April 2ndisthe day of
his passing, when | enjoy anew the
memoriesof my teacher.

4 N

The human character has
infinitevariety, and there
arealso great differences
inqualitiesand abilities
from oneindividual to
the next. It isimpossible
for everyone to become
anEinsteinor aMarie
Curie, nor do | think
everyone should
necessarily strive to be

such a person.
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