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Making the Best Possible
Causes

Opening a New Era of 2
Kosenrufu Together

BUDDHIST CONCEPTS 9
Lifespan and Bodhisattwoow

Those who make the best possible
causes in their lives through working
for kosen-rufu will never fail to enjo!
immeasurable good fortune and

TakingAction onYour Own
Initiative
Remaining Firmly Committed to

NSGINEWS
3YNSGI Student Division

Just as flowers open up and
bear fruit, just as the moon
appears and invariably gws
full, just as a lamp becomes
brighter when oil is added, and
just as plants and ¢es flourish

benefit. Such are the workings of tl
law of cause and effect in life.
How admirable are the effort;
of those who strive tirelessly day afti
day for the happiness of others al
the peace and prosperity of societ

the Spirit of Sharing Buddhism
with Others

THE Wispom FOR CREAT-
ING HAPPINESS AND PEACE
Happiness (Part 1)

with rain, so will human beings They are certain to achieve lives
never fail to posper when they  briliantvictory.
make good causes.

The New Human Revolu-
tion

(Vol 24, Chapter 3)

From “TheThird Day of theNewYear” (Translated from the July 4, 2013, AU ELIERES
(WND-1, 1013). issue of theSeikyo Shimburthe

& Soka Gakkai daily newspaper) /

SGI President Ikeda Editorial

General Meeting 11

TREASURE OF THE
HEART

AVacuum of the Human Mind

Living with the Gosho, Striving with the Same Spirit as the Daishonin

were all born to shine withlife-threatening persecution after anothesupport one another as we strive to
happiness. Life, essentially When we read his writings, ourchange poison into medicine and show
is an unfolding drama of lives are refres_h_ed and n_evitalized,_asa'fctugl proof of transforming our karma.
dispelling the darkness of suffering anBa_thed in the_brll_llant morning sun oftimen thlc_s manneiwe are creating an ever
. without beginningA bright flame of growing network of people whose lives
misfortune. How long have people been . - : ) )
. RN courage, hope, strength, and wisdoshine with the four noble virtues of eternity
in search of that source of light? surges within us. happiness, true self, and purity
Through our good fortung, we My mentor second Soka Gakkai In the Gosho, the Daishonin also
have been able to encounter Nichirefresident JoseToda, declared: “No sets forth the principle of “establishing the
Buddhism. The brilliant, sunlike scripturematter what dffculties we may encounter correct teaching for the peace of the

thatfully elucidates this supreme teachingwe challenge ourselves as the Daishoniand’—a principle for building peacefulhuman revolution of a single individual can
of respect for the dignity of life is noneieaches, we'll be able to overcome thenand prosperous societies, triumphing eveipen the way to happiness for all.”

other than the Gosho, the writings ofowin by directly connecting our lives withover the harsh adversities of war or natural
Nichiren Daishonin.

The SGI, whose members

the Daishonin through his writings—thatlisasters. Itis a compass showing the wailigently strive in the “two ways of

The Daishonin states: “Thejs the Soka Gakkai spiritWith this great  for uniting all humanity and building a newpractice and study” (WND-1, 386), now

Buddhas mind found expression as thight of striving based on the Gosho, thglobal society
written words of the Lotus Sutra.foundation for absolute victorythe

exists all over the world, and study exams
Last year (in November 2013), are regularly held not only in Japan but

These written words are the Buddhamentors and disciples of Soka havieng-awaited SGI chapter was formed ibountries across the globe.

mind in a different form. Therefore, thos@ontinued to illuminate the hearts otroatia in Eastern Europe, a country
who read the Lotus Sutra must not regakglffering individuals.

itas consisting of mere written words, for

| hope that those taking study

recovering from the tragedy of conflictexams and those helping them prepare will
Encouraging the lay ntiioki, who - Dedicated members there are earnesgiyidy together with a vibrant seeking spirit

those words are in themselves thgas struggling with iliness, the Daishonistudying the Gosho and conductingnd then put what they have learned into
Buddhas mind" (WND-1, 86). writes: “Even if [your illness were due tainspiring dialogues with those aroungractice.

Likewise, by reading the Gosho, we caRarmal, you could rely on the power othem.
directly perceive the Daishongmind or - the Lotus Sutra [Nam-myoho-renge-kyo]

Living with the Gosho and striving

The leaders of the new chaptewith the same spirit as the Daishoninglet

spirit and come into contact with hiso cure t. . . . Be deeply convinced, themroudly communicate the spirit: “Thosechieve brilliant victories again today!

towering life state, justas itis. that your illiness cannot possibly persistvho have suffered deeply have an
The writings of Nichiren and thatyourlife cannotfailto be extendedinparalleled capacity to demonstrate the
Daishonin constitute the words he sefake care of yourself, and do not burdgpower of the Buddha and make their
down out of his deeply compassionatgour mind with grief’ (WND-1, 656).  country a model of worldwide kosen-
wish to lead all people to enlightenment. The most fundamental way torufu.” “We are Bodhisattvas of the Earth,
They were composed in the midst dbreak through the inescapable sufferingsho have voluntarily chosen our mission.”
unceasing struggle, as he battled againgtpirth, aging, sickness, and death i&here is no resignation or retreat in
the myriad onslaughts of the threg|arified in the Gosho.
obstacles and four devils and the three Following the Daishonirg principle of three thousand realms in
powerful enemies and triumphed over on@achings, we of the SGI encourage arsihgle moment of life, through which th

1

We joyfully

read the Gosho,
strengthening our conviction
to withstand

the fiercest storms.

Nichiren Buddhism, which teaches théranslated from the July 2014 issue of the
Baibyakurenge,the Soka Gakkai monthly

estudy journal)
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Opening a New €ra of
Hosen-rufu Together

(8) Taking Action on Your Own Initiative

To the future division members:

To my young friends of the future divisionjnvincible spirit, come what may
who are infinitely precious treasures of the

world, and to all the leaders who support *

and assist you, thank you so much for your

efforts! Everything starts with taking action orleading the way for the entire world.
In the northern hemisphereyour own initiative; it starts with deciding,

February is a month when the natural worltY es, I'll do it!”
begins to brim with fresh and vibrant

(9) Remaining Firmly Committed to the Spirit of
Sharing Buddhism with Others

To the student division members:

You, my young friends of the studeninovementin its entiretis such, | say to

division, who have such an importanjou: “Always maintain a dauntless spirit!”

mission, are making energetic efforts tand “Win through all with deep and earnest

expand our movement for kosen-rufusrayer!”

Chant daimoku and, with courage
Nothing makes me happier thamnd perseverance, open the way to

to see you, our insightful and courageouggiccess in your studies and in finding the

One persois courage can createstudent division members, achieving sugfext step you should take in your life.
growth, unbeaten by the harsh cold @f future bright with hope. Faith in thevibrant growthAll of you are my dearest

I am praying with all my heart that

winter. Mystic Law is the strongest and deepesdisciples and successors, and | praise aggth one of you will lead a youth shining

In the same wayoung people form of courage we can possess.
Please chant Nam-myoho-renge-

who are not defeated by hardships, trials,

commend your spiritedfefts most highly - with honor and brilliant victories.
Let's continue to win victory after Please be kind and thoughtful to

and disappointments are genuine victorsyo and take a brave step forward inéctory together! | hope you will challengeyour parentsTake good care of your
fresh challenge. | hope you will alsyourselves freely to expand ouhealth, and pay attention to safety so that

* persevere in your studies.

Your growth is my greatest joy you.
| am sending you daimoku and

Building the foundations for lifelong
happiness and victory is the challenge afways thinking of you.

youth. Please be kind to your parents.

There may be times when your Stay well!

hard work and effort do not produce the

movement. | am always watching oveyou can advance without accident.
Three cheers for the student

division members, the bright intellects of

the Mystic Law in this new era of

worldwide kosen-rufu!

In a Gosho passage that | have studied

with student division members many imegTranslated from the March 2, 2014, issue

results you'd hoped foBut even if you (Translated from the February 22, 2014he Daishonin states: “The Law does n@ff theSeikyo Shimbuthe Soka Gakkai
should stumble, please remember thissue of theSeikyo Shimburihe Soka spread by itself: because peoplgaily newspaper)

experiencing such setbacks helps ydtakkai daily newspaper)
become a stronger and bigger person. It
also enables you to understand and
empathize more deeply with others’

35??2::?5?51? EVERYTHING
STARTSWITH
TAKINGACTIONON
INITIATIVEDIT
STARTSWITH

DECIDINGI OYESD

H0LL DO ITOO

w a vy
forward All
of your
struggles
contribute to
your personal
growth and
development.
You, the
future division
members, are
the stars, the leading
actors, of the 21st
century Please never ever forget
that you have a great mission. | hope you
will forge ahead cheerfullyith an

The NSGITimes

propagate it, both people and the Law are
respectworthy” (GZ,
856).

The Mystic
Law is a teaching
hope by which
anyone can
achieve
happiness an
victory in life; itis
the law embodyin
the highest truth th
enables us, regardle:

; @K* @“
of the state of societ

to forge a solidarity o “G g
people dedicated to happens IS' Important

peace, culture, arediucation. that you remain f|rm|y
You are students with the singular
mission to study the teachings ofNichireCOMMitted to the |Ofty
Daishonin and communicate them t :
others. What an incredibly noble an§p”‘|t Of Sharlng
honorable way to spend oagouth! Buddhism with others
No matter what happens,st’ '
important that you remain firmly and that you Steadfastly
committed to the lofty spirit of sharing :
Buddhism with others, and that youspeak OUt for What IS
with  strong

steadfastly speak out for what is right W|tr|" | g h t
I entrust to you the future of our CONVI iction.

ge
Tﬁ@

o @
\’C % St'e
W@W&%&W&

No matter what

strong conviction.



Editors’ Note

This year marks the 54th anniversary of SGI President Daisakudkealaguration are experienced with joy

as the third president of the Soka Gakkai on May 3, 1960. That day can also be seen Part 2—"Human Revolution"—will focus on the Buddhist way of life, in which

as the start of his journey to spread Nichiren Buddhism around the world. It hagieepte strive to bring forth their highest potential and shine with courage, wisdom, and
ajourney rooted in his commitment to actualize the cherished wish of his metigipassion.

second Soka Gakkai president Jaseia, to rid the world of misery Part 3—"Kosen-rufu and/orld Peace"—uwill take up the ideals and prin-

President Ikeda has dedicated himself for more than five decades to theilas of worldwide kosen-rufu; the movement and humanistic organization of the
ization of world peace and the happiness of humdbiity to these ffits, and those SGl; the spirit of oneness of mentor and disciple shared by the first three Soka Gakkai
of countless fellow members who have joined him in this endehedrarmonious, presidentsTsunesaburo Makiguchi, JoJeida, and Daisaku Ikeda; world peace;
humanistic network of the SGI has spread to 192 countries and territories.  and respect for the dignity of life.

President Ikeda has spoken and written tirelessly to bring courage and hope The start of each chapter and each selected excerpt within that chapter will be
to those weighed down by gerfing and sorrowHis words are a source of boundleggefaced with a brief introductory explanation to clarify important paintie be-
inspiration, brimming with the passion and energy of a great philosopher of actiginming of each excerpt, we will include source details—for example, in the case of
testimony to his prodigious output, the Japanese edition of his collected wkitdgs, speeches, the occasion, place, and date—as a reference for further study
Daisaku Zensh(iThe CollectedVritings of Daisaku Ikeda), will soon reach 150 Itis also to be noted that President Iksdgeeches are always tailored to
volumes. his audience, addressing the issues that people are facing at that time or in that coun-

At the start of this new era of worldwide kosen-rufu, we have compildgtyarather than serving as systematic, step-by-step presentations of Budtitiiem.
selection of excerpts from President Ikedaalidance, consisting mainly of passagesme time, howevghey also express a universal message, transcending any particu-
from his collected work3his compilation will be serialized under the tifliae Vis-  lar time or place.

dom for Ceating Happiness and Pead@eanslations in various languages will also With the approval of President Ikeda, we have made some minor edits and

be produced so that the many new members emerging around the globe will b@wisiens to the selected excerpts to convey his message to readers around the world

to study President Ikedethought and philosophy more clearly and accessibliy the case of those excerpts that were originally in dia-
The excerpts selected for this new series have been organized into thredqgug format, President Ikeda’emarks have been recast as monologues to read

more naturally

Part 1. Happiness We hope that this series will serve as an opportunity for readers to learn from

Part 2. Human Revolution the wisdom contained in President Ikexdgreat body of work, thereby lending sup-

Part 3. Kosen-rufu antforld Peace port to the movement of human revolution dedicatelebappiness of all people

and the realization of world peace.
Part 1—"Happiness"—uwill discuss the differences between relative and ab-
solute happiness; the teaching offeaWorlds as a principle for transforming ouelected Excerpts Editorial Committee
lives; the significance of carrying out the daily practice of gongyo and chanting dairAgkii2014
for effecting that transformation; and the Buddhist view of life and death, in which both

Part 1: Happiness

Chapter 1: What Is True Happiness?

Introduction to the Chapter: 1.1 Faith forAbsolute Happiness

All of us are searching for happiness in life, but what constitutes happiness is different
for each persomong all the diferent kinds of happiness, is there a true happin¥gduction:
that offers complete fulfillment to all?
This chapter examines the differences between relative and absolute fi@ican we live the very best life? Nichiren Buddhism offers a clear and comprehen-
ness. sible answer to this fundamental question. Nichiren Daishonin awakened to the Mys-
Fulfilling desires for such things as wealth, fame, or social standing constititégw and expressed it in the form of the Gohonzon, the object of devotion, to
relative happiness. These desires know no limit. Even if we gain such worldly beifét&)e all people to attain happiness. In this excerpt, President Ikeda teaches the
they are ultimately insubstantial and ephemeral. Their allure can fade in an instantip@fiance of seeking absolute happiness, which is indestructible and characterized
we compare them with what others may hanelwhen they fail to deliver the anticiy Supreme joywisdom, and compassion, rather than relative happiness, which is
pated satisfaction, we may regret ever having pursued them in the first place dg§ged to fade and disappear with time. In addition, referring to the Buddhist view of
seek only relative happiness, we cannot build a truly happy life. the eternity of life, President Ikeda emphasizes that when we chant with unwavering
In contrast, absolute happiness is attained by developing a state ofafin the Gohonzon and bring forth boundless life force from within, we will be able
characterized by a powerful life fo and rich wisdom that enable us to evel@ transformin this present lifetime negative karma we have accumulated in the past
come any kind of suffering and adversity—a state of being in which living ig¥lachieve absolute happiness that will continue into the future.
is a joy Attaining absolute happiness is a fundamental goal for all.
Nichiren Daishonin, born in 13th-century Japan, established ameans by| President lkedas Guidance:
all human beings can bring forth their inherent Buddhahood, the supreme state
and thereby attain absolute happin@sday the SGl is dynamically spreading th| Froma speech delivered at the 1st Soka Gakkai Thailand General Meetir|g,
Buddhism of Nichiren Daishonin on a global scale. Soka GakkaThailand Culture CenteBangkok, February 6, 1994.
Based on the concept of absolute happiness discussed in this,chapter

chapters that follow will present in concrete terms the principles and means for i do | ive my life?” “How can I live the very best life?"—these are fundamental
transformation. questions. How to live is an inescapable issue that confronts all who are born in this

world, one that has been pursued by countless philosophies, ideologies, and religions.
* At the most basic level, politics, economics, and science, too, are inseparable from
this issue. Their original purpose is to help people live the happiest of lives. None of

3 The NSGITimes
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these areas of human endeatomeveycan provide an answer to the questiop 2 Absolute Happiness and Relative Happiness
“What constitutes the best life?” They have no clear or conclusive answer that is
rationally convincing. Introduction:
Buddhism supplies a coherent answer to this question. Shakyamuni Bucﬂ%a, )
f:ig&iﬂ:ﬁﬁg‘iﬁ:\i&;ﬁ;ﬁﬁ gé?ll;ea?nzilis:r?;':ﬂ:g(;ri]ssh%tr:%n:r: g:aaacrﬂr;a tshiog—s?%lgding Soka Gakkai presid@stinesaburo Makiguchi said: “The purpose of life is
] . . ] ] : 0 Créate supreme value and to attain the greatest possible happiness.” Second Soka
Moreover based on his conclusion, Nichiren Daishonin left behind a ¢

crete “tool” that all people can use to become hagpypestowed the Gohonzon—ggkkal president JosEvda said: “Absolute happiness means that being alive itself is

which second Soka Gakkai president Jasei referred to as a *hanpiness- ra_joy.” In this selection, based on those insights, President Ikeda underscores that the
. o pres pp P'&Gilisan organization dedicated to helping people attain the greatest possible happi-
ducing device™—upon all humankind.

What is the definition of human happiness? There is a Thai saying, o s§—absolute happiness.
happiness makes people become haughty and arrogant. Real happiness mak
joyful and fills them with wisdom and compassion.”

Is one happy just because one is wealiiif8o many people have allowe
money to ruin their lives.

PresidenToda stressed the importance of absolute happiness over rel
happines#bsolute happiness is not how one stands compared with others, nCWﬁaltt
a transi-toryillusory happiness that fades with the passing of timelddia taught
that we practice Nichiren Buddhism to attain a state of life where, no matter Nichiren Daishonin writes: “There is no true happiness for human beings other

circumstances we may encountee can feel that life itself is a j&’hen we attain than chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. The [Lotus Sutra] reads, .. . where living

Fhat state of “fe.’ our lives ove.rtlowwnh uqsurpassed/mdom, a_nd compassion beings enjoy themselves at ease’ [LSOC16, 272]” (WND-1, 681). “Enjoy them-
justas the Thai proverb says: “Real happiness makes people joyful and fills them wi " ) ’ : . -

N S selves at ease” here means being freely able to live the kind of life one desires and
wisdom and compassion.

The Daishonin states: “Both oneself and others together will take joy in t\ﬁgﬁleheartedly enjoying that I|f_e. . - . .
If you possess strong life force and abundant wisdom, it is possible to enjoy

possession of WISdO.m a_nd compassion” ( . )- Our practice of Nichiren BUd_th challenge of overcoming ligghardships much in the same way that waves make
dhism and our organization for kosen-rufu exist so that we, and also others, may attain A L ) L
absolute happiness. surting exhilarating and steep mountains give mountaineering its appeal.

) . . . . . Because the Mystic Law is the source of the life force and wisdom for over-
All kinds of things happen in lif@.here is sorroythere is siféring. Every - U ] . . }

p . ; . coming life’s difficulties, the Daishonin states that there is no greater happiness than
day there are things we may find unpleasant or annoying. Married couples may some-
times quarrel, and some may go through painful divorces. Even if a couple doescge?gtﬁng Nam-myoho-renge-kyo.

’ ’ Reality is harsh. Please courageously challenge the stern realities of life and

well, they may have a sick child, or one of them méfgsilihess\We face all kinds of win, and win again, in everything—in daily life, work, school, and family relations. The

. . c
sufferings lancli problemg. How formidable are the challenggs pf living! Je chings of Buddhism and our practice of faith are the driving force for unlimited
Faith is the engine that enables us to persevere in life to the very end. Lrjévement

A A - o I
Buddhist practice serves as the propulsive force for piercing through the cloud®o Where people possess wisdom and life force derived from their Buddhist

suffering like a rocket and powerfully ascending higher and higfiteout limit, to fly pracice, they can move everything in a brigiterre positive, and more encouraging

serenel\;/lvt:;%uvg\;l: ?}?ai?ilz ?;_hnisglr?:—s;nge—kyo hope and the strength to al ﬁgﬁgtion.mse, genuine practitioners of Nichiren Buddhism are able to enter into a
live positively surge within us. Buddhism teaches that earthly desires—delude\c’ylﬂ—mgsrzzt:r:g Iggﬁ?gﬁgfﬁ:éﬁ:% wela gave the following quidance on

pulses that are a cause of suffering—can be a springboard to enlightenment. Trplrgu rqess p g 99
faith in the Mystic Lawwe can develop the ability to change all that is negative in 0 ’

lives into something positivé/e can transform all problems into happinestesnfs
into joy, anxiety into hope, and worry into peace of mifvd.will always be able to

resident lkedas Guidance:

From a speech delivered at the Rio de Janeiro General Meeting,
gi'\\’/ig de Janeiro Culture CentBrazil, February 13, 1993.

is the purpose of life? It is happiness. The goal of Buddhism and of faith, too, is
\t/\%%t%come happy

I would like to say a few words about happiness. There are two kinds of happiness:
find away forward absolute happir)ess and_relative happirdssolute happiness _is attaining B_uddha-
The Daish(;nin writes:Myo[of myohothe Mystic Law] means to revive hood. . . . Relative happiness means that your everyday wishes are fulfilled one by
. - . . . . ‘one—for instance, to have a million yen, a wonderful spouse, fine chil-dren, a nice
thatis, torreturn folife” (WND-1, 149). ltis the immense power of the Mystic Lﬁ‘é’use or clothes, and so on. . . . Such happiness is not of great conse¢pience.

tha_t gives vnghy toand bre-_athes fresh life into all things, including individuals, Orgg\r)elfryone is convinced that this is what being happy is all about.
zations, societies, and nations.

As human beings, we also possess our own unique Résmanay wish you What, then, is absolute happinesb8olute happiness means that being alive

could have been born into a wealthier faphilyt the reality is that you wererOr you and here fiselfis a joy. . Italso implies a state Where oneisfree of flnanqal w o’r res
. - . nd enjoys adequate good health, where there is peace and harmorg/fantlye
may wish you were better looking—but, of course, that doesn’t apply to anyone here ) h
. . : : and ones business prospers, and where all that one sees and hears brings one a
in Thailand!You are all so beautifulLaughter] Anyway, these are just some ex-

amples, and there are many other areas where karma comes itiegsagiallythe wonderful sense of pleasure and Jden we achieve such a state of life, this world,

concept of karma can only be understood when viewed from the perspective opl}'f% strife-ridden saha world, will itself become a pure land. This is what we call attain-
tg? state of Buddhahood. . . .

; . I
eternity over the three existences of past, present, and future. There are paspg(l * How can we achieve thi¥e must shift from the pursuit of relative happi-

ences and the law of cause and effect to take into account, ess {0 that of absolute happiness. Only our practice of Nichiren Buddhism can make

And these past existences may not necessarily all have been on this F{rLﬁ}Q appen. I'm working furiously to share this truth with others; so | hope you will

Many in astronomy and related fields today think that, given the enormously,vast ) } . P "
. . L . have utter confidence in my words and lead such lives [of absolute happiness).
numbers of stars and planets in the known universe, other intelligent life forms similar

to human beings must exist. : . : ; f e
In any case, our present reality is that we have been born here on EarthaT is Founding Soka Gakkai presiddisunesaburo Makiguchi once said: "There

. . h re some people who go around saying, ‘| saved the money | wanted, bought the
is an inalterable fact. How can we discover our true path? How can we change our . ' . : : .
use | wanted, so now | can sit back, enjoy a drink, and in-dulge in a few luxuries.

karma and build a truly wonderful and meaningful existence? The answeris, in Rat more can | want in life than that?" This kind of person has no understanding of

by embracing faith in the Mystic LaWwhrough our practice of Nichiren Buddhis o ) . . : w
: -the true purpose of life.” On this point, Nilakiguchi clearly stated: “The pur-pose
we can change any negative karma and transform the place where we are intg. . ] .
S ] . ] oflife Is to create supreme value and to attain the greatest happiness.
Land ofTranquil Light, a place overflowing with happiness.

Moreover Nichiren Buddhism focuses on the present and the future. B¥v The name Soka Gakkai (ktalue-Creating Society) means agastization

; . . ?‘bse members are committed to creating supreme value and attaining the greatest
ways moving forward from this moment on, we can develop our lives boundle&g biness

We can also open up infinite possibilities for our next life and lifetimes afteWbat. The purpose of life is to realize this kind of happiness, in other words, abso-
can reveal the immeasurable treasures within us and make our lives shine with m? ef%" ’ !

. ) - L ) appines&bsolute happiness is something that ddedrdnge with time; it is
brilliance of those treasures. Such is the power of practicing Nichiren BUddhlsn?e'ternal and unfiicted by external factors, welling forth from the depths ofdife’

Itis not a transitory thing like worldly status and fortune or some other fleeting satis-
faction.

What matters is living in accord with the Law and attaining an elevated state
of life based on the LawWhe state of life we attain, like the Law itself, is eterhal.
practitioners of Nichiren Buddhism, we can make our way as champions of life through-
out eternity

*

................. Continue on Page 9
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@ h E N g 11| eiane s, Chapter 3
HUMANISTIC EDUCATION

Human Reuvnlution

aman Bpvolution, wiich e fegan writing in
g s inemgunation oy ity il Irmr.r:..ﬂ.:ru:. as well ox recordy the modern develerment ¢ K and’ phie

b ke 7 i
It i sreves as a practical gaide on Bow to fartker expand our movement for Tosm-rufs (ackiring peace and Eoppimess for ail peopls]

Humanistic Education 1 and goes to some oth . =
place” (OTT 192). i f
Where does the Soka Gakkai exist? Not The place where
in some faraway place. The magpnificer#e are active now is ot
citadels of Soka existin our communitiesPlace of practice,” the .
our districts, and our blocks. Itis foundP!ace where we practic
in our everyday interactions as we engadf@ attain Buddhahoqd I
in our daily struggles and reach out angis ifetimeThatswhyits ¢
encourage otherghat's why its so @mistaketothink that th g&
important to make our local organization&eal Soka Gakkai exist} -
into beautiful and joyous examples ofomewhere _elst_e, separi
harmonious communities of which we caffom our daily lives anc
proudly say: “Look at our organization!Practice.
This is the Soka Gakkail” The developmen
Our local organizations should®f kosen-rufu starts wit!
blossom with inspiring accounts off@king our local
benefit. They should be filled with joy angPrganizations strong. &
conviction in faith, and brimming with theimportant for us ta
courage to rise to the challenges brougfiurageously engage
on by the storms of karma. They shoulthat efort. We shouldrt.
be places of dedication to carrying oudait for others to do it; we
Buddhist practice, as well as steadfast afgould stand up on ot
encouraging dialogue. Our locaPWn- )
organizations should be pervaded with _S(?Uz'nglul)tﬂ;“ \
unity and bonds of trust, and pulsing witi#S an individual—thas" B "
the pride of Soka mentors and disciple§}e startof everything. éithe eternal spiit. v o of gdy, 1977, with the aim of was d éggidﬂgz’ Z:e;/\l ?g?::f :rn;z’g]k
Nichiren Daishonin writes: “The Of Soka. Evewone IS the president Ofthgtfengthening the greater block8uildingWeek,” and leaders from every
place where the person upholds arigoka Gakkal, everyone shares th?,sar?gquivalent to today districts), started |evel attended greater block discussion
honors the Lotus Sutra is the ‘place dfPirit and commitment as Shin‘ichiq i this guideline for activities: “Le meetings, holding planning meetings and
practice’ to which the person proceeds/amamoto—thatwas Shinichheartfelt ;g0 rate Qur Greater Blocks through #king partin home visits.

Itis not that he leaves his present pladB€SSage. Discussion Meeting Movement.”
o . movement would hinge on the
Humanistic Education 2 development of these greater block
leaders.

In the first half of January 1977, names At the meeting, Shin'ichi relayed —
were officially given to the various meetingan experience about a womedivision
facilities at the Soka GakkaimemberHe had learned of the story when
Headquarters. The large meeting room dre visitedWakayama Prefecture in the
the third floor of the headquarters buildingniddle of January "
was named Shitei (Mentor-Disciple) Halll; The woman and her husband hac -
the fifth-floor meeting room of the Sokdirst heard about the Soka Gakkai in
Culture Center was named KoseWakayama City in 1954The woman, I"l
(Kosen-rufu) Hall; the hall on thehoweverrejected Buddhism outright and
building’s third and fourth floor was namedontinued to deride the Soka Gakkai. Th
Kinmai (Shimmering Gold) Hall; the Soka Gakkai member who had broache
basement meeting room, Jiyu (Emergirtipe subject to her said in a frank manner.
from the Earth) Hall; and the large meetinBuddhism simply teaches us the way tc
room on the sixth floor of the Seikyaattain genuine happiness based on th
Shimbun Building, Genron (Speech) Haluniversal law of life. If you continue
On January 18, gongyo meetingeejecting this lanat some time or another |
for the training of greater block chiefs wergou will find yourself deadlocked.”

held in Shitei (Mentor-Disciple) Hall andHowever the woman would not listen to - ) . .
woman was suffering from pleurisy anavith those of her two young children. Only
Kosen.(Kosen rufu) Hgll. Several topvhat that member had to say ,heart valve disease. Deadlocked on evemhen she had reached this point did she
Gakkai leaders were in charge of the Soon afterward, her husbasd ) .
. . front, they were very gloomgouldntfind remember the Soka Gakkai member
event. business failed and they had to move from

On January 29, Shinichi attendedakayama City to Shingu City under veq?sné’lfhc’pe' and eventually grew tired of "f‘z'c'gﬁg dttﬂehﬁériifvﬂérgﬁq?'ﬁﬁgg ige

a joint gongyo meeting for the greateunfavorable conditions, fleeing creditors. Nearly three years had passeprayer that the Gohonzon caanswer

block womers division chiefs of Kato, They both worked hard to reestablish thesirlnce they had first heard about practicingnyone who practices this faith earnestl
SumidaArakawa, and Chuo wards irfortunes, but their life only became hard Y P 4 p Y

.o ;
Tokyo. He did this because he believeahd harder q:;f:;in IaBtliJ:dgEir:' ;:fommm :man become truly happly
that the success of the kosen-rufu They had huge debts, and the plating 9 g
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| “Our daily lives are filled with problems. Even

The husband replied: “Actual . " L_L when you participate in Soka Gakkai activities, you
when we first heard about it three yea# A . | mayalso encounter people who show no understanding
ago, | wanted to start practicing. But y& | ’ and make you want to give up. Some of you are no
were so opposed to it.” doubt facing problems with your children, or maybe

The woman immediately sent! §* are at odds with your spouse. Others may have a hard
letter by express mail to the perso time coming up with enough money to travel to
Wakayama City who had originally tcr)i‘ meetings, and still others may be struggling with illness.
her about the Soka Gakkai. She wrc -4 “But Mr. Toda often said with great conviction:
“I'd like to begin practicing the Buddhisrj = ‘Ifyou are diligent in your moming and evening gongyo
you talked to me about. Please come _— " and your practice of introducing others to the
see us right away Daishonins Buddhism, there’no reason you can’

Her entire family at last joined th succeed at your human revolutidiou're certain to
Soka Gakkai in June 1957. become happirhis | guarantee you.’

Inthe 20 years since then, their family busine¥410m she had contemplated committing suicide with, “As womens division greater block chiefs,
thrived and they repaid their debts. Striving cheerfully &S now in his fourth year at Soka University and wasease lead happy livest the same time, | hope you
Gakkai activities, the woman became a prefecture_|e§g|ldying hard to go on to graduate school overseas.will do your best to ensure that every single member in
leader in the organization. The couple enjoyed a fuffiling After sharing this experience with the membergour greater blocks will lead a happy life, t¥ou're
and happy life togetheknd the womars oldest son, at the greater block womesdivision chiefs gongyo responsible for helping them do that.”

Buddhism.”

Humanistic Education 3 = ™ —— ;v" —— ? meeting, Shin‘ichi said: “The power of the Gohonzon
= ) = [ may not be fully apparent overnight, but if you strive
The woman said to her husband, “I’ I e II earnestly in your Buddhist faith and practice for 10 or
thinking about starting to practic - ' 20 years, you will achieve clear and indisputable results.
i
! ;

with those in your familyin your neighborhood, or in

Humanistic Education 4 your workplace. Being sincerely grateful for everything
and everyone in your life, and feeling fortunate—that'

Shinichi wanted to deeply instill firr = = the key to happiness. .

confidence in Buddhism in the hearts s “When you get back home, please give my very

best regards to your husbands, whether they're practicing
Buddhism or not. Eventually the time will come when
they awaken to this Buddhism and start practicing,
because they have a mystic connection with it. Just chant
daimoku in earnest, without trying to force the issue. The
important thing is to create trust as people.

“Never allow your practice of Buddhism to be
the cause of quarrels with your husband or to harm your
relationshipThat's foolhardylt’s vital to learn to accept
and embrace life, with an open heart.”

Shin'ichi fully understood the feelings and the
I hope you'll all strive to be good mothe real-world daily struggles of the greater block woraen’
and wives. face when you interact with thelfou've become more division (_:h'EfSTh?tS P“?C'SE'V why he W'_ShEd forall O_f

“Doing our human revolution is not a special considerate of them, and you listen to your children aﬁ&?" e T L =yl il
thing separate from everyday life. For examplifit  their problemsAll of these are manifestations of youf €I noble missions as Bodhisattvas of the Earth, and to
the way you behave toward your children and youthyman revolution. attain happiness without fail. o
husband. Maybe you used to always be irritable toward “Happiness, too, exists near at hand. For He looked intently at each individual at the

them, but not anymore. Now you have a smile on youlnstance, it can come from creating good reIationsh@gﬁrg' R e N R vard
uddhas.

all the greater block womendivision
chiefs who were at the meeting. The fi
qualification for leaders to advance t
movement for kosen-rufu is absol.
conviction in their Buddhist faith an
practice and in the Gohonzon.
Shin'ichi then changed the subje
and began to talk about how to behaw:
ones family
“I believe that the majority of you
here today are married and have child

hardest.
Humanistic Education 5 “Not only will they
not receive benefits, but the
In conclusion, Shin‘ichYamamoto talked aboutWon't be able to escap =
complaining. “Greater block chiefs are the linchpins b?”'blu_t'on for th.elr\
Soka Gakkai activities. | know it can be a lot of hafegativity That's why it's

be like taking medicine to recover from a cold, but at the hosewr
same time walking outin the rain without any protectiorf2ke the initiative, in contra

The Japanese word for “complairggichi,is @€ ”_‘UCh_ more Vvigorous
composed of two Chinese characters that meH#eY inspire everyone thely
misguidedgu)and foolisi(chi), orignorance. megt,_make them fee_l lik

“l know that sometimes we just complaifarticipating, and dispe "
without really thinking about it, but the frighteningthinﬁee‘“ng_S of stalemate c
about complaining is that every time you do, a dark clodi@gnation.

descends over your heart, the sun that should iluminate ~ “AS ~ Nichiren \ (il | -

your spiritis obscured, and your inner hope, appreciatiBigishonin states, ‘Itis th ’ i | |

and joy gradually wanés Nichiren Daishonin writes: heart that is important ‘_‘i# _pth & 1 N
‘Misfortune comes from ong'mouth and ruins one’(WND-1, 1000). _ b £y I
(WND-1, 1137). Your attitude as you practice

“People who are always complaining tend tUr Buddhist faith is crucial. If you're always complaininthe Soka GakkaT he enegetic example of womes’
create a gloomy atmosphere and rob the people arodigidon’t practice with a sense of motivation and initiatiaiyision members and their warm and embracing smiles
them of their enthusiasm, even if they aren’t aware obigu're only hindering yourself. Letall try to joyfully  are shining sources of happiness that pour down on and
In other words, they diminish the momentum for kosepad vibrantly advance.” can illuminate the dark and gloomy spirits of those around
rufu and drain away the strength for others to strive their The womers division members are the sun dhem who are suffering.
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“Y our ‘one evilrmay be becoming careless and
belittling yourself when things don’t go as you'd hoped.
Another ‘one evilis blaming ones own failings and
unhappiness on others, and being unable to work
together in harmony with others for kosen-rufu. The
tendency to give up and try to escape every time a
difficulty presents itself is another ‘one evil.’ There are
many other sorts of these ‘one evils,’ depending upon

Humanistic Education 6

On January 31, Shin'ichi attended a gongyo meeting
the Soka Gakkarokyo No. 1 Headquarters youn¢
womens division greater block chiefs, consisting ¢
representatives from Shinjuku, Minato, Chiyodi
Setagaya, Meguro, Nakano, Shibuya, and Suginé®

wards. The meeting was held in Kosen (Kosen-ruf: the perﬁon. o

Hall at the Soka Culture Center in Shinanomdctiyo. “The beginning of the challenge of human
Shinichi began his speech by reading a passt i revolution starts with identifying the ‘one evil’ in your

from the Daishoniss treatise “On Establishing the Corre¢® s, ! own life, deciding to eliminate it, earnestly chanting

Teaching for the Peace of the Land”; “Rather theaming [ .. — i h ., daimoku, and challenging yourselfto succeed.

up ten thousand prayers for remgtiywould be better Shin'ichi then told them that their ime in the young

simply to outlaw this one evil” (WND-1, 15). gets sick because she doesn’t get enough sleegvamens division is a vital period in their lives, because

“This passage tells us that in order to attaffiherwise take care of herself propeflyat neglect of it's when they build an enduring foundation. He stressed
prosperity and peace for our socieggher than debatingher health is the ‘one evil' in her life. Unless she remedtest if they wished to attain happiness in this lifs, it’
various methods and programs; etter to first of all that, no amount of proper nourishment will restore hessential to train and polish themselves while young and
put an end to the ‘one evil’ of erroneous beliefs, ti@ health. In the same wathere is ‘one evilthat eradicate the ‘one evil'in their own lives.

fundamental cause of all unhappiness. This also apﬁnggtructs us from carrying out our human revolution and “Strike while the iron is hot!” as the saying goes.
to our own lives as individuals. becoming happy Youth who polish their lives will be able to frrthe
“For example, les say there a person who Everyone listened intently to his words, their ey&nd of character to overcome any of kf&ardships.
shining brightly
Humanistic Education 7 marriage and other problems in life, because they may
1 not have the depth of experiences a womdivision
The young womer'division members are the beautift member may have.

Womens division leaders, with their wealth of
life experience, are a valuable resource in such instances.
When young women share the DaishanBuddhism
with their friends, the words of the womsnlivision
members are often very reassuriigd when a new
member decides to join the Soka Gakkai and start
practicing this Buddhism in Japan, the assistance of
womens division members in gaining the permission of

flowers of the Soka Gakkai. Their mere presence a
smiling faces at greater block discussion meetings, lik
fresh spring breeze, create a cheerful and uplifti
environment.

Not only the young womesdivision but also
the young meis' and student divisions have their ow
distinct activities. Naturallyeach division should
concentrate on their own activities, but at the same tii ] —
it's also vital to actively participate in discussion meeting their parents can be indispensable.

the gatherings of the Soka familyhere members of \ Womens division members need to sincerely
each division assemble together encourage young womesdivision members, keeping

Discussion meetings are the “great earth” of tHf€ir ideasYoung womers division members are theén mind their roles as “elder sisters” or “mothers.”
Soka Gakkai. When that ground is well tilled anf€cious treasures of the Soka Gakkai. They're theyoung  It's probably a good idea for womenulivision
nourished, trees flourish, flowers bloom, and fruits ripet!ccessors of Soka who will shoulder the future.  leaders to occasionally participate in home visits with
To make discussion meetings meaningful and Men’s and womess'division members need toyoung womers division leaders when they go tdesf
enjoyable for young womesitlivision members, it is €Xercise the‘g‘reatest care to fogter and allow each yoemgpuragement to their mempers._ -
important that they discuss and share their opinions W{Mens division member to bring forth her potential. When the greater block is brimming with the spirit
their fellow mers and womess division memberghe The support of the womesdivision is especially crucialof youth, the future is hopeful and dynamic. In many
mens and womess division members in turn need té@r their development. Even though these young woneses, the cheerful determination expressed by the young
listen to their opinions and be supportive in incorporatif¢gy have leadership positions, there may be times whamens division enlivens and imparts courage to
they can't really give sufficient advice about things likeveryone around them.

the past and don't think of lookin e A m i
Humanistic Education 8 for fresh approaches. But ttsaiow E = i p——

one falls behind the times. o r
When the top leaders returned to the Soka Gakkai e have to keep up wit r‘
Headquarters after participating in greater blo#€ changes in our society and lei
discussion meetings, Shin‘ichi would always ask thetRout new ways of thinking fromot - )
how many youth division members had attended, a¥Rth.Thats another reason why w h Hh’

.

[,

especiallywhether the young womerivision members N€ed to make sure our organizati

were in high spirits. encourages young mernd young
Shirvichi would be overjoyed when he heard thomens division members to freel

young womers division members of the greater blocR*Press their ideas to the meand

had cheerfully presented reports on their studies, pers¥ffgnens division members.”

experiences, or reports on activities. Shin'ichiwas always thinking 9 |
s

On one occasion he said, “'m glad to hear th&about the future, especially the 2:
It means our organization has a bright future. One of §ftury from every conceivabl
reasons the Soka Gakkai has grown to the extentapgle- ) ;
see today is that we have consistently valued youthand ~ Buddhism, for example %, S
enabled them to be active in the forefront of tf@aches principles that enable us i P
organization, fostering them. solve every possible problem that ci
“The times are rapidly changing. The fundamentgdividual or a society may face. But the way in whidio make the general public aware of the greatness of
essence of our faith won't change, but the way W& articulate those principles, the approach we taBeiddhism in the aftermath@forld War 1l, emphasized
operate, and the style of our organization, has to adgﬁgrs from age to age. that Buddhism is the way to overcome povéiftyess,
with the times. The Soka Gakkai has always gained the Founding Soka Gakkai presiddisinesaburo and family problems and stressed the power of the
spirit of the times from its youth, using theirenergyMakigUChir who established the theory of valu&ohonzon. For us the question is, what do people seek
take the lead and be the momentum for new advan&8phasized the importance of warning about the negafireen Buddhism nowand what aspect of Buddhism
“The mens and womes'division members canconsequences of loss or retribution that arises from failgigould we emphasize when we share it with others?

sometimes be attached to the way they've done thingireate value. Second president Josda, in order
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would carry out that task.

Shin’ichi said to a group of top Gakkai leaders:
“When | was youth division chief of staff, | undertook
the planning for all our activities and took responsibility
for conducting every major event. Through that, the Soka
Gakkai made a great advantiat’s why | hope that
the members of the young meaind young womes’
divisions will succeed me in taking responsibility for all
our activities, with each of them having the spirit that
they are the youth division chief of staff themselves. This
is my sincere wish.

“If that happens, the Soka Gakkai will continue
to grow and develop forever as a youthful Soka Gakkai.
To ensure this, when leaders meet with our young people,
itis vital that they reach out and sincerely encourage
them.”

e
Humanistic Education 9 j
Having engaged in open and unaffec
conversations with young people, Shin’ic ¥
‘Yamamoto felt that individuals, socigiynd the
world were seeking human revolution—t |
process of becoming a personwho is stror )
heart and takes on lifehardships in a positiv !
way—and regarding Nichiren Buddhism a.rb
the Soka Gakkai with expectation. While itw
apparent that people were still looking
Buddhism as a means of resolving such thi
as economic difficulties and illness, he noti
that young people in particular were focus
on transforming themselves and their way:

living. He sensed the approach of an era of human . ) :
revolution. eternity of life, would most definitely attract attention. the wife of Chinese revolutionary leader SunYat-sen

In addition, with advances in medicineand such, ~ Shin‘ichi's emphasis on study was based on #866-1925), once noted: Gith are the cornerstone

average life spans would lengthen in the 21st cent§fPng belief that Buddhism, as a philosophy of hopé the revolution. They are the defenders of the

and societies would become grajiésat would in turn responding to the needs of the times, should be revi@g&ievements of the revolution, as well as the force that

lead to an increasing interest in the issue of death, §haur modern-day societi¢dnd he felt that the young propels history toward a better world.”
Buddhisms view of life and death, which teaches tH&€n and women of the youth division were the ones who

As Madame Soong Ching-ling (1892-1981),

Humanistic Education 10 | * ' fulfilled and brimming with joy day after degven though
i . they may be old and in poor health.”

Nichiren Daishonin writes: “Suffer what there is
to sufer, enjoy what there is to enjoRegard both
suffering and joy as facts of life, and continue chanting
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, no matter what happens”
(WND-1, 681).

“Suffer what there is to suffer” doesn’'t mean
ignoring the existence of $effing; ratherit means facing
reality head-on, viewing it from a Buddhist perspective.
When perceived in that light, sickness and aging are more
than meaningless suffering; instead, they become
opportunities to rouse and deepen our faitthe same
time, we come to realize that sickness and aging are part

- By of our mission to demonstrate to others the effectiveness

death are unavoidable, Buddhism teaches ¥ § of Buddhism.
“They [who have heard the Law] will enjoy ' : : ~ “Enjoywhat there is to enjoy” means to elevate
peace and secuityin el presen exsence and @fingsas sickess and aging. O Buddrisfats 1Y Xperence i fe o he evelofetemalioy
kol futureﬂemstences (LSOCS' 130). practcerralkey o achieving that THIGUGh OUL il a8 onzZn in a spirit of gratitude eIevat)(/a our life-state

re remarked:_ hs hum_an b_elngs, e Ca?ﬁactice we can open the way to enjoying peace A establish agonditi%n of abéolute happiness Th‘e
escape from the suffer!ngs o agmns. smkqess, and dg@ghrity inour present existence and good circumstara‘rgﬁt ath to indestructible happiness is four?dpin conéistent
butthatdoesnhecessanly mean our Il\llesAvaI_be unhapRY s 1 re existences. P P appfb o and
What we need to do is build an invincible, strong, " «Those who polish and train their spirits anghanting of daimoku, in times of bothfefng and joy

expansive, rich state of life that doesn’t succumb to sjghicate themselves to the mission of kosen-rufu will be

Gongyo meetings for divisional greater block | r-
chiefs were held throughout Japan, and were ¥
attended by Shin’ichi and other top leaders.

One of the gongyo meetings Shin’ichi .
attended was for representative wonsen’ =~
division greater block chiefs from Musashino, 1
Tachikawa, Nishitama, Murayama, and othe
areas withiffokyo No. 2 Headquarters. Itwas ||
held on February 1 in Kosen (Kosen-rufu) Hall |
at the Soka Gakkai Headquarters ing {

Shinanomachifokyo. | Wl 1‘.'
Atthe meeting, he mentioned thatwhile’ = P J a

the four sufferings of birth, aging, sickness, a

Humanistic Education 11 | 1 one month. This opened the way for the accomplishment

f H ' of the goal of 750,000 member households set forth by
Shirichi continued to attend greater block chiefs Shin’ichi’'s mentarsecond Soka Gakkai president Josei
gongyo meetings, moving on to gatherings for! ‘i‘ | ¢ Toda.

Kosen-rufu and Buddhist practice take place on
the front lines of the organization.

The Soka Gakkai is a place for humanistic
education, teaching people how to polish and elevate
themselves, live in a genuinely humane veayl work
for the good of society

Toda thought of the Soka Gakkai as a university
without a campus, and as such we could consider the

' frontlines of our organization as the classrooms and study
halls of that university

the mers and young mesdivisions. In March,
he started to attend gongyo meetings held for
block chiefs.

In his efforts to strengthen the Soka
Gakkai, Shin'ichi focused on the front lines of
the organization. This is the main arena of the
Gakkais eforts, the place where victory in thi
movement for kosen-rufu is decided. The™ ==
mission of leaders is to heartily encourage i
members at the forefront of the organizatiof,
inspiring as many as possible to stand up a
take action. - 3
leadin :ﬁelggsr’ﬂ:;ggg;;h,:gsafhfggagws also made awhole_hearted effort to talk with mer_nber-;l,- he SOka Gakkal IS a place fOI’
Kamata chaptehe focused entirely on the unit leveWho didn’thave gﬂrm self-awareness of belongl_ng t?&u manistic ed ucation, teaching
the front lines of the organization. Propagation goals wé¢ Soka Gakkai yet. It was hard, grassroots-oriente .
setand discussion meetings held by unit. The campéfﬂ?fg t’;r_]atwe_nt Iarl]rgely ulr_1s§er|1_.| None of |twars] attenglorpeople how to pOIISh and elevate

ifvi i viti rabbing or in the spotlight. Howeyéwas throug ; ; ;

ﬁ]rgrcnebeedﬁg tt;]);(ﬂilr:z:g r:thiudamgl/yr:gg\,/]lf?fniis; ?:ggwse efforts that members awakened to their missimemselves’ live in a genumely
determination. and stood up to trigger a new wave of expansion, resultifgUmane Wayand work for the

Shin‘ichi visited the units and encouraged tHB the unprecedented achievement of introducing more od of society
members. He spoke one-on-one, in small groups. 38n 200 new member households in a single chapterg1O
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BUDDHIST CONCEPTS

Lifespan and Bodhisattva Vow

"...genuine joy lies not in simply being able to avoid or escame fme's own suffering, but in
freeing others &im their suffering. In other wds, the geatest value in life lies in the desito
live and work for the benefit of others. Buddhism terms thisedteér'bodhisattva voW

Buddhism traditionally offers two broadives. Buddhist practice is a way of "reto one of mission.
ways of understanding a person's lifespamembering" this voyof engraving it ever

one's life, but the extent to which we are
able to create positive value, enhancing

One is that everything about our livesdeeper in our hearts.
from birth to death, is determined by

According to this understanding our own happiness and that of others.
even a short life may create lasting value
More than simply an intellectual

karma, the effects of causes madeinpast  The "Life Span" chapter of thein the lives of those with whom one is con-
lives and up until this poir virtuous way - Lotus Sutra, parts of which are recitedectedA child who dies young, for ex-belief or understanding, an awakening to
of life would have created the causes tgaily by SGI members around the worldimple, may inspire her parents to thinthe eternal nature of our lives is felt as a
be born in pleasant circumstances angarifies that the Buddha nature--the unileeply about the nature of life, causingeep sense of confidence in the face of

enjoy along life. Destructive and harmfulversal lawor dharma, to which the Budthem to live more purposefully
actions, on the other hand, diminish onegha awakened--is inherent in the lives of
vitality, shortening the time one can enjowll people. This Buddha nature is the es-
life as a human being.
awaken to the eternal aspect of our owg
In many Buddhist traditions, be- ives.
cause birth into this impure world is itself
regarded as a form of suffering, the goal
is to purify one's life and karma until onenal essence is pure and undefiled, but
can completely escape the cycle of birtivillingly take on negative karma, chood
and death. ing to be born in difficult circumstances diges
with various physical or psychologica
From another perspective, howchallenges in order to give hope to othg
ever genuine joy lies notin simply beingby triumphing over these difficulties. By
able to avoid or escape from one's owshowing proof of the inherent power g
suffering, butin freeing others from theirour humanity to overcome suffering,
suffering. In other words, the greatesppen the way for others to do the sal
value in life lies in the desire to live and_ikewise, we are able to give real suj
work for the benefit of others. Buddhismport topeople who suffer from similar dif
terms this desire the "bodhisattva vow ficulties. In each new life, we again awake
and itis this motivation that determineso our original vow and joyfully embracs
the nature and course of our lives.  whatever challenges it presents us.

The bodhisattva vow could be Such awakening transforms of i
described as the original impetus of ougxperience of life from a cycle of suffering  [JohnWoodcock/Getty Images]

Itis not, then, simply the length of
sence of life, and to awaken to it is tone's lifespan that determines the value of from the difficult realities of living and

life's constant and inevitable challenges.
Such awareness does not remove

dying but it empowers us to confront them
with renewed courage and confiderice.
Nichiren describes it, we are able to re-
peat the cycle of birth and death secure
upon the "earth” of our intrinsic enlight-
ened nature.

Abeliefin the eternal nature of our
lives does not diminish the significance of
our present lives, which Buddhism sees
as infinitely precious. Buddhism teaches,
ratherthat we should strive to live as long
as possible, for each day presents new
opportunities to pursue a noble and con-
tributive way of life. Itis when we live with
a dedication to this ideal that we are able
to bring forth the luster of our humanity
extend our lifespan and enjoy the most ful-
filing and meaningful existence.

[Courtesy October 2012 SGI Quarterly]
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Continued from Page 4 [Happiness]

Some people say that happiness is just a state of mind and that if you
you're happy you will be, even if you're geifing from illness or povertut if it's just
something you're telling yourself without actually feeling any real sense of happiné

President Ikedas Guidance:

tiiinkm a speech delivered at the University Groups and
ToshimaWard JoinfTraining Session, Soka Culture Center
rsShinanomachifokyo, December 7, 1986.

the depths of your being, theis itiltimately meaningless.

The “treasures of the heart” that we accumulate through our practice of Nichiréhe Recat of the Orally Tansmitted &achingsNichiren Daishonin explains
Buddhism will manifest in our lives over time as “treasures of the body” and “treasheefollowing passage from the “Encouragements of the Bodhisattva Universal

of the storehouse” (cf. WND-1, 851).

thy” (28th) chapter of the Lotus Sutra, “Before long this person will proceed to the

Every dayl am earnestly praying that you may enjoy comfortable lives, gptate of enlightenment” (LSOC28, 364), stating:

health, and longevibAnd | will continue to pray wholeheartedly for this as long as |
live. Itis my ardent wish that you each fulfill all of your hesdigsires, so that you caiThe words “this person” refer to the practitioner of the Lotus Sutra. The place where
declare in your closing days, “My life has been a happy one. | have no regrets thiépgrson upholds and honors the Lotus Sutra is the “place of enlightenment” to

been a satisfying life.”

1.3 Becoming HappyWhere WeAr e Right Now

Introduction:

People tend to think of happiness as existing somewhere or sometime beyon%ﬂ?%f

. - s . ) itreté
present circumstances. But true happiness exists in the here anddi@wvealized
by pressing forward with hope in our ongoing struggles with daily realities. In
selection, President Ikeda discusses the attitude in faith we need in order to traﬁ

the place where we are now into a place of victory and happiness.

which the person proceeds. It is not that he leaves his present place and goes to some
other place. The “place of enlightenment” is the place where the living beings of the
TenWorlds resideAnd now the place where Nichiren and his followers chant Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo, “whether . . . in mountain valleys or the wide wilderness” [LSOC21,
316], these places are all the Land of Eterflaiiypquil Light. This is what is meant by

the “place of enlightenment.” (cf. OTI92)

“This person” refers to the practitioner votary of the Lotus Sutra. In the
i Lc sense, itindicates Nichiren Daishonin himself, while in the more general sense,
rs to all people who embrace and practice Nam-myoho-renge-kyo of the Three
rgat Secret Laws. The place where people embrace and practice the correct teach-
j wnBuddhism is the “place of enlightenment’ to which the person proceeds,” in

other words, the place where we strive to attain Buddhahood in this lifetime.
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There is no need to leave this trouble-filled saha world for some otherwopéllgce and others doing likewise. This is a wonderful principle of Buddhism.
pure land or ideal paradise. The “place of enlightenment” is none other than the dwell- In today’s complex sociefyvhere it is all too easy to succumb to negative
ing place of living beings of tfieenWorlds. Nowthe place where Nichiren Daishoniinfluences, the wisdom to live mindfully and meaningfully is crucial. Our Buddhist
and his disciples who chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo reside is the land of Eterpadlstice enables us to open up our lives and become.lgppgntinuing to de-
Tranquil Light, or the Buddha land, whether it be “in mountain valleys or the widp and deepen our faith and wisdom, we can become true champions as human
wilderness” (LSOC21, 316). Itis the “place of enlightenment,” the Daishonin asdetegs and ongoing victors in the journey of life.

The place where each practitioner lives becomes the Lamdroduil Light.This Supreme happiness is savored by those who, through practicing Nichiren
passage alludes to the profound transformative power inherent in a single lifeBodghism, make the palace of their lives shine eternally throughout the three exist-
ment. ences of past, present, and future.

People often tend to think of happiness as something abstract and removed You are each building and opening your own palace of happiness day by day
from their present realities. They imagine, for example, that they would be happfenifigh your activities for kosen-ruftou are certain, as a result, to attain Buddha-
they could move to another place, or that they would enjoy more comfortabldiaad in this lifetime and to become noble champions of happiness dwelling in a great
pleasant lives if they could change jobs. They always feel that the grass is greegpalacg of life as vast as the universe itself. | hope you will continue forging ahead on
the other side and place their hopes on a change of external circumanngs.the great path of faith with confidence and optimism, filled with strong conviction and
people are particularly susceptible to this tendency pride.

However we all have dferent missions to fulfill in life and diérent places
where we need to live to fulfill them. Those who decide to put down solid roots where *
they are and continue to live their lives with perseverance and hope while struggling

with reality will be victors in life. I important not to live aimlesslackingany clear 1 5 The Six Conditions for Happiness
purpose. | therefore say to you: “Dig beneath your feet, there you will find a spring,”

and “Live in away that is true to yourself.” . . . . . .
) - L This selection considers the nature of relative happiness and absolute happiness,
In short, a real sense of happiness and deep satisfaction in life can only bé ~" ", : NP A
Tihg six concrete conditions for happiness: fulfillment, a profound philosophy

found within us. The Mystic Law is the fundamental law of life. Through our BUdch%bsnviction, cheer and vibranaourage, and tolerandl six of these conditions

practice, we can tap the power of the Mystic I._aw o p_ropel our lives fqrward. Trg%s ncompassed in faith in the Mystic LAwfe dedicated to practicing Nichiren
why the place where we carry out our Buddhist practice and also society becorgﬁ ctﬁ

Buddha landWe are able to transform where we live right now into a place of vict dfismis one of supreme happiness.
and happiness.

President Ikedas Guidance:

From a speech delivered at the 21st SGI General Meeting,
Florida Nature and Culture Centeforida, U.S.A., June 23, 1996.

1.4 Happiness Lies within Us
In his writings, Nichiren Daishonin statesglYmust not spend your lives in vain and
Introduction: regret it for ten thousand years to come” (WND-1, 622).
How should we live our lives? What is the most valuable and worthwhile
In this excerpt, President Ikeda stresses that all people possess within them anwetsritallive?A well-known Japanese poem goes: “The life of a flower is short /
and indestructible “palace of happinedis is our Buddhahoodlet, all too many Sufferings only are there manhfhe meaning of these lines is that flowers suddenly
people seek their “palace of happiness” in such things as wealth, fame, and soialinto bloom and then, just as suddengir petals fall and scatter; ultimatehe
standing. By opening the “palace” of Buddhahood within us through our Budadimilt thing that lasts for a long time is suffering. Life, indeed, may be like that in some
practice, howevewe can secure both material and spiritual happiness. ways.
A philosopher once remarked that perhaps the only way to determine happi-
ness or unhappiness in life is by adding up, at the end sfdees, all the joys and
all the sorrows one had experienced and basing fimaf evaluation on whichever
figure was lager
Despite having illustrious positions in society or great material wealth, there
are many people who fail to become hajipgspite enjoying wonderfully happy
Where is the palace of happiness, the indestructible bastion of happiness, timargages or relationships, people must ultimately be parted from the person they
many are eagerly seekin§fd how is it to be acquired? love through death. Being separated from loved ones is one of the unavoidable suf-
In The Recat of the Orally Tansmitted achingsNichiren Daishonin ferings inherentin the human condition. There are many who, despite gaining great
states: “Chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo is what is meant by entering the paldamefand popularitglie after long, agonizing ilinesses. Despite being born with ex-
oneself’ (OTT209). ceptional beaufyot a few have been brought to misery by this seeming advantage.
The indestructible life state of Buddhahood exists within us all. It could be ~ Where is happiness to be found? How can we become happy? These are
described as an everlasting palace of happiness, adorned with countless glifterdmental questions of life, and human beings are no doubt destined to pursue
treasures. By embracing faith in the Mystic Law and chanting Nam-myoho-retigen eternallyThe teachings of Nichiren Buddhism and faith in the Mystic Law
kyo, we can enter this palace within our lives. In other words, the Daishonin tegbe&le fundamental answers to these questions.
that we have the capacity to make the “palace of oneself” shine with supreme bril- - Ultimately, happiness rests on our establishing a solid sense of self. Happi-
liance. ness based on such externals as possessing a fine house or a good reputation is
People seek all kinds of worldly “palaces of happiness.” Some seek wéalliitive happiness.” Itis not a firm, unchanging “absolute happiness.” Some might
or social standing, while others wish for fame, celelwitpopularityBut none of seem to be in the most fortunate circumstances, but if they feel only emptiness and
those things have the permanence of a steadfast mountain peak. In our ever-chzaigirigen they cannot be considered happy
existences, they are like the light of fireflies, flickering beautifully but destined tofade ~ Some people live in truly splendid houses yet do nothing but fight in them.
and disappear all too soon. Some people work for famous companies and enjoy a prestige that many envy yet
Alife spent in pursuit of the ephemeral, transitory glories of the world is @soalways being shouted at by their superiors, left exhausted from heavy workloads
ephemeral and transito@hasing eagerly after forms of happiness that are insubstad-feel no sense of joy or fulfillment in life.

President Ikeda Guidance:

From a speech delivered at the 1st Nagano Prefecture General Meeting,
Nagandlraining CenterKaruizawa, JapaAugust 12, 1990.

tial and impermanent is a sad and empty way to live. Happiness does not lie in outward appearances or in Marsty matter of
As the Daishonin says, os@wn highest state of life is an eternal and indehat we feel inside; it is a deep resonance in our lives. | would venture, therefore,
structible palace, a true bastion of happiness. that the first condition for happiness is fulfillment.

People may live in fine houses or possess great wealth, but if their hearts are To be filled each day with a rewarding sense of exhilaration and purpose, a
mean and their life conditions are |diaey will not be truly happy; they will be dwell-sense of tasks accomplished and deep fulfillment—people who feel this way are
ing in palaces of miserin contrast, people who have beautiful, generous reaitshappy Those who have this sense of satisfaction even if they are extremely busy are
a high life condition, irrespective of their present circumstances, are certain to attath happier than those who have free time on their hands but feel empty inside.
both material and spiritual happiness. This accords with the Buddhist principle of the  As practitioners of Nichiren Buddhism, we get up in the morning and do
oneness of life and its environment—that our lives and our surroundings are orgoaggto. Some perhaps may do so rather reluctantlfaughter] Nevertheless,
inseparable. doing gongyo is itself a truly great and noble thing. Gongyo is a solemn ceremony in

When we open the palace of our own lives, it will eventually lead to the “padich we are, in a manner of speaking, gazing out across the universe; it is a dialogue
ace of happiness” opening in others’ lives and the “palace of prosperity” openingfirthe universe.
societyThere is an underlying continuity between the process of openirggone’ Doing gongyo and chanting daimoku before the Gohonzon represent the
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dawn, the start of a new day our lives; it is the sun rising; it gives us a profoungig»‘-'g: el wg rEn I ' I m
sense of contentment in the depths of our being that nothing can surpass. Even on this - .

point alone, we are truly fortunate.

Some people appear to be happy but actually start off the day feeling dgrd A :
pressedA husband might be admonished by his wife in the morning and begin his N SG I Stu d ent Division Ge ne ral Meeti ng
dejected, wondering, “How on earth did | get into such a marriage?” He will savor
neither happiness nor contentment. Just by looking at our mornings, it is clear that we
in the SGl lead lives of profound worth and satisfaction.

In addition, each of you is striving to do your best in your job or other respon-
sibilities and to win in all areas of life while using your spare time to work for B:+-
dhism, kosen-rufu, peopghappiness, and the welfare of societyhis Latter Day
of the Law teeming with perverse individuals, you are exerting yourselves ene  eti-
cally, often amid many hardships and obstacles, chanting daimoku for bépgis’
ness, traveling long distances to talk with friends and show them warm concerhf¥@@ Nepal SGI Student divisionBuddhism by her fathers encouragement
understandingrou are truly bodhisattvaBhere is no nobler life, no life based on@eneral meeting was conducted oo participate in NSGI meetings and
loftier philosophyEach of you is translating this unsurpassed philosophy into ac@gftrday June 28, 2014 at the Nepal S@lltural programs.
and spreading its message far and viideossess a philosophy of such profouritgace Centre. There were more than 40

: : o A performance by student
value is itself the greatest fortuAecordingly the second condition for happiness [§embers including youth division, WOmen,. cion b c’; s arou (Prabgsh Prait
to possess a profound philosophy division & Vice General Director Mr vs group ! i

f ; Paribesh, Pratik & Puran) singing the
The third condition for happiness is to possess convitietiive in an age in Devendra Man Singh in attendankk. ) singing

which people can no longer clearly distinguish what is right or wrong, good or 81 Student members were very eXCité&:g:S;ong Y Manta mero'Nepall h(.)
L : RSN 2 . ’ . ged everyone. Being bornin a

This is a global trend. If things continue in this waymanity is destined for chaos anp attend. The meeting began with 1§1iddle class family with many problems

moral decayin the midst of such times, you are upholding and earnestly practiB¥#ites of Daimoku. y VP

Nichiren Buddhism, a teaching of the highest good.

In “The Opening of the Eyes,” the Daishonin writes: “This | will state. Let
gods forsake me. Let all persecutions assail me. Still 1 will give my life for the sal
the Law” (WND-1, 280). In this same letté¥e instructs his believers not to b
swayed by temptations or threats, however great—such as being offered the ru
of Japan or being told that osggarents will be beheaded @fND-1, 280).

The important thing is holding on resolutely to gr@nvictions, come what
may; just as the Daishonin teaches. People who possess such unwavering cor
will definitely become happ¥ach of you is such an individual. =il

The fourth condition is living cheerfully and vibraniynose who are always'
complaining and grumbling make not only themselves but everyone else arounc
miserable and unhap®y contrast, those who always live positively and filled wi
enthusiasm—those who possess a cheerful and sunny disposition that lifts the!
and brightens the hearts of everyone they meet—are not only happy themsel
are a source of hope and inspiration for others.

Those who are always vs_/_earing "?r?g' gloomy expres_sions yvhenever Youmeet rhon emcee Jesica Katuwaind struggling through life with a heart
them, and who ha\{e lost the ability to rejoice and feel genuine delight or WGﬂdeqorma"y started things off by requestingroblem; Menuka Thapa shared her
dark, cheerless existences. i everyone to sing the Gakkai Song. Theaxperience of how she encountered this

Onthe other hand, those who possess good cheer can view evena Scl‘é@ g awarm welcome a discussiomBuddhism through her sisteecovered
bya Ioved_ one, such as a spouse or padnamweet music to thelr ears, or they g jeq by Ms Sital Bishwokarma on thérom her disease by chanting a lot,
greet a chilcs poor report card as a sign of great potential for improvefhanth- ,icq. What is Buddhism, Why do weparticipating in NSGI meetings and getting
te_r] Viewing events and situations in this kind of positive Ilght is |mpoﬂ[hﬂistrength, follow this philosophyandWhat is the guidance from her district leaders.
wisdom, and cheerfulness that accompany such an attitude lead to happ'nessmeaning of Nam myoho renge kyo?

To regard everything in a positive light or with a spirit of goodwill, however Anuska then came on stage to
does not mean being foolishly gullible and allowing people to take advantage of our SGI President Ikedsimessage sing a song which was very nice. Boys &
good nature. It means having the wisdom and perception to actually move thingeds dhen read by Rakshya Shrestlgitls group performed a lively dance which
positive direction by seeing things in their best light, while all the time keeping our egegratulating all the student members fovas very entertaining.
firmly focused on reality celebrating the general meeting on behalf . .

Faith and the teachings of Buddhism enable us to develop that kind of chafagensei. Kajol Bajracharya therf@stly Vice General Director Mr
ter. The acquisition of such character is a more priceless treasure than any otheligmissed the significance of the month &ev_e ndra Man Singh mounted the stage
session in life. June through a slide show pointing out give _gmd_ance for all the mempgrs,

The fifth condition for happiness is courage. Courageous peaple can dwportant dates & events of the month, Starting in a light hearted way explaining

come anythingrhe cowardlyon the other hand, because of their lack of courage, fail Manish Mahari hi the dlr:por;rﬁnce of Ch"dfef‘ o their parentst
to savor the true, profound joys of life. This is most unfortunate. anis aharjan gave hisand how they are aware in every momen

The sixth condition for happiness is tolerance. Those who are toleranEiR rience of how he came to improverether their children are going the 'right
S

Ms. Rakshya Shrestha

broad-minded make people feel comfortable and at ease. Narrow and intolerant Hedies through ghanting Nam—Myohq;vay‘ or not. Student division is most
e-Kyo beginning during his schodimportant for the SGI. So, we must

who berate others for the slightest thing or who make a great commotion eacl dhow het " dhi b dviof hall
some problem arises just exhaust and intimidate everyone. Leaders, in pm'usnlagays’ andhow he transtormead nis angapways be ready to face cha enges, never
to an enjoyment of every momeite defeated and always think of our

absolutely not intimidate or exhaust others. They must be tolerant and have a - . -
approachability that makes people feel relaxed and comfortable. Not only are e Then a song was enjoyed by all damilies & NSGI members. Then Jesica

who possess a heart as wide as the ocean happy themselves, but all those ' § k& rforme_d wonderfully for theended_ the meeting by thar_]klng everyone
them are happyoo. audience. Prlyg Thapa gave hg‘nlr belng part of the meeting and ended
The six conditions | have just mentioned are all ultimately encompassed fR{RErence of being introduced to thiaith Daimoku Sanso.
single wordtaith. A life based on faith in the Mystic Law is a life of unsurpassed
happiness.
The Daishonin writes, “Nam-myoho-renge-kyo is the greatest of all jovs”
(OTT, 212). | hope all of you will savor the truth of these words deep in your lives
show vibrant actual proof of that joy

(Translated from th&pril 2014 issue of thBaibyakuengethe Soka Gakkai study
journal)
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FEASUIES  Amonsiie s UNEH R e, 1

President lkeda w r

of the Fl@Qrt Poddiismand
A Vacuum of the Human Mind

Nothing isasillusive as the human  Ayoung seeker o placing him safely on of Javert there must have been a gap like
the ground and afathomless hollow which broke wide
praising him for his open. The horror and futility suddenly

strong seeking spirit. struck Javert, who for the first time

realized that his life was influenced by the
What the b_oy eight winds, and he became distraught.
Snow Mountains Victor Hugo vividly depicts the change

Sunht was a Strong, iep ook place in Javestmind:
mind like a great tree

which never bends There had been a new thing, a
or breaks in the revolution, a catastrophe in the depths
storm of the eight of his being; and there was matter for
jvinds; itis the foundation based on the self- examination.... His supreme

anguish was the ioss of all certainty
He felt that he was uprooted... He

mind. Howeverit is only the the Way called the
human mind that can grasp anioy Snow Mountaing
move the human mind. This seemiéved in the Snow
obvious, butitis not as easy as it woulflountains  (the
seemto be. | am afraid that the mind teniimalayas towering
to be influenced by mongyrofit, honour to the north of India) -
and vanity The mind is, | believe, anHe aspired for
inexhaustible storehouse of potential, bitothing but the Law
in our daily life, surges of emotion such agnd single mindedly
love and hatred often govern and supprededicated himself tc
the vast field of the minglother potentials. Buddhist austerities,
) _ . totally undistracted by material wealthi” . o o
These impediments which obstruct thg o, as gold and silvevoreover the StMiCt law of causalitfhis kind of life is
true potential of the human mind are calleghng man was prepared to discard ng}ﬁ life of a man of wisdom. There is either perceived in the darkness the fearful
the “eight winds” in Buddhism — g1y his wife and children but also himself- 1fe which is at the mercy of the eight igjng of an unknown moral sun; he was
prosperity decline, disgrace, honQuroy the sake of the Law if the occasiolVinds: or there s life which isimpervious  hqrified and blinded by itAn owl
praise, censure, suffering and pleasurgyqgid ever arise. tothem. compelled by an eagkegaze.

Among them, prosperiffronou praise Many literary masterpieces of theworld - oyerwhelmed by this sun of moral

and pleasure are called the “four However the heavenly god Shakra, " h ; ; )
amenities”, and people crave them aritarboured some doubt about his faith. T pict a dramatic and vehemendgnsciousness, Javert finally committed

have a strong attachment to them. On tged thought of how to test him. H‘ic-oi?]fmr;ﬁﬂzﬁ bﬁt‘t"r’;enrtr?ss?i‘f’;’:ﬂ?g; %(.Jicide by throwing himselfinto the Seine
contrary decline, disgrace, censure andisguised himself as a demon arﬁl 9, 9 y may River.

suffering are called the ‘four aversions"appeared before the boy Snow Mountai urclir? hirsnm i%ﬁﬁirlpﬁzzemnﬁiogizgzﬂ?z Spinoza says, “Nature abhors a
and people recoil from them. who calmly confronted the demon becau 9 myyouth, In Y "Inth . h ind
he feared nothingter awhile, the demon read such literary pieces, and | made theffcuum.” In the same waiie human min

Nichiren Daishonin teaches us thgt, food for my spiritual growth. One of thecannot endure a vacuum once it has
there is away of living which will enablgﬁggiﬁ eza}g t(r:fei;;r?zllﬁsiﬁggg:azg“t impressive literary works whictperceived its existence nit. Therefore, the
one to become invulnerable to such forcesything is constant. This is the law of pirtTuck me wakes Miserableby Victor ardent seeking spirit of the boy Snow
saying, “Wrthy persons... are not cartiedng death.” Delighted to hear this, th'49; the life-or-death battle which wagﬂountalps who aspired for an
away by the eightwinds.” Itisverydifficultyoung seeker implored the demon ¢ nauou_slyfought between.the protagomgt(_iestructlble foundation in his mindiis, |
for a man to be impervious to thesgacite the other halft the demorg S€a@nvaliean and the police inspectothink, a model for everyone to follow
influences. But where there are peoplgsmand, the boy Snow Mountaind2verisstlstonglyimprintedinmy mind. Every single human being in the depths of
who always try to deeply inspire eaclyromised to give him his flesh and blood When | was a boy | harboured a{ﬁs rf1eartdlon_gs fofr Ep |r|!]tcual conter:]tmeﬂthas
other and develop each otf@mind, i, yeturn for the other half of the verse. Hextreme dislike towards Javert, wh?ne oun batlon ornis |ef, _evgnt %ug]( h_e
there are certainly people who becomgsaret “Extinguishing the cycle of birth andthased after Jedfaliean with a snake- 1 o1 oo corocows Of I Devold of s

iri i ) - : . . iritual foundation, he will eventuall
spiritually strong enough to resist thieath, one enters the joy of nirvans” like tenacity and trapped him, althoug gcome aware of the vacuum. no ma%/ter
influences of the eight windstory about goon as he heard it, the boy SnodearValiean tried to live a correct life. '

ing i i i : . } ) . how much he may try to appear important
the boy Snow Mountains is mentioned ifyoyntains engraved the teaching oHowever JearValjeans firm, virtuous Yy Iy 1o app P

i . - . . . insist on hi ight ; hi
the Nirvana Sutra. It teaches us about thgarhy rocks and trees in order to transmitind, which was filled with love ang®" INSIst on Nis own Tighteousness, nis
severity of Buddhist practice whichy " ] ) pretentiousness will sooner or later

t to others. Then he climbed up a tall treeompassion, finally penetrated Ja\tertb -
Shakyamuni Buddha carried out in ; ; . ; ecome evident. | hope that every one of
@nd threw himself into the dememouth. mind which was as relentless and ax wi .
revious life when he was still at the sta " will spend each day seeking the truth
P Ofstantly howeverthe demon transformedimmovable as the frozen land. it h p h
ofa practitioner: himself back into the heavenly god Shakra i ; ' _ oflite so that none of us repeats the
v ° This is a great victory for the innateragedy of Javert.
and caught the boy Snow Mountaing,,oyness of the human being. In the mind

NSGI Monthly Meeting Schedule

Augl I7:00  Friday Pesce Frayer NPC Bep§ IT:) Al Lenders Meeting NPC
Aug? 0800 Dhavlagivi Kesearmio Meesing NI Sept 080 Machhapuchhre Kosenrufu Meeting  NPC
Aog¥ 0N New Era District Zadankai Mecting - DHatrict Sep 13 D80 New Era District Zadankial Mecting — District
Aug 16 0800 Men Division 15th General Mecting  Distriot Bep 20 R0 District Lesders PMlanning Mecting Diserict
Aug 17-22 ANl District Diivisiooal Meeting Member's Home  Sep 2126 Al THatrier Diviginnal Aeeting Member's Home
Aug 23 0B DHstrict Stwdy Meeting Dhigtried Bep 27 080 District Gosho Meeting Driwtrict
Ang 23 Mondsy Fighting Daimako Matrict Bep 29 Mondsy Fighting Daimako Dstric
Aug 29 IT:30 Imreductary Mecting KPC

Aug 30 08500 Divisional Meeting NPC

All rights reserved. No parts of this newsletter may be reproduced or transmitted by any electronic or mechanical means, or otherwise, or by any information storage and retriev.

prior written permission from the publish&el: 4038582Website: wwwnepalsgi.ay . Email: info@nepalsgi.gr. Printer: Graphics, Baphal, Kathmandu .

The NSGITimes 12



