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“One” Is the Mother of All

If weinquireinto theorigin of Mount
Sumeru, wefindthat it beganwitha
single speck of dust; and likewise, the
great ocean beganwith asingledrop
of dew. One added to onebecomes
two, two becomesthree, and soon
to maketen, ahundred, athousand,
tenthousand, ahundred thousand, or
anasamkhya.* Yet “one” is the
mother of all.

- “The Blessings of the Lotus Sutra”
(WND-1, 667).
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A magnificent new eraof worldwide
kosen-rufu also beginswith each of us
taking onestep forward.

Inthefamily, when one
personstandsupinfaith, al their
family members, eventhosewho are
not practicing Nichiren Buddhism, will
beembraced inthelight of theMystic
Law without fail.

Andin thecommunity, when
onepersontakesinitiativeto share
Buddhism withthosethey are
connected to, kosen-rufuwill unfold
substantially from there. Assuch
honorable pioneers, let’s each take
another small, yet significant, step
forward againtoday!
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The Treasures of the Heart

Never Forgetting the Original Spirit of Our Vow for Kosen-rufu

haveall been bornwiththe
power to becomehappy, with
the power to triumph over

every trial and adversity. A positive
philosophy and beliefs enable us to
unlock that power.

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-
82), philosopher and poet of the
American Renaissance, declared that a
hero is one who is “immovably centered.”

The members of the SGI, who
are “immovably centered” in their faith in
the unsurpassed teachings of Nichiren
Buddhism, are heroes beyond ashadow
of adoubt.

Nichiren Daishonin writes:
“Ordinary people who follow the
teachings of perfect and immediate
enlightenment [i.e.,, the Lotus Sutra]
understand this[i.e., thefact that thefive
charactersof Myoho-renge-kyo makeup
theentity of theindividud] evenwhenonly
beginners in religious practice, and
therefore they are able to attain
Buddhahood in their present form, to
enjoy theentity that isdiamond-hard and
indestructible” (WND-2, 850).

Once we embrace faith in the
Mystic Law, boundlessandinexhaustible
life-force for creating happiness and
victory wellsforthfromwithinus.

In the early days of our
movement, second Soka Gakkai
president Josel Toda encouraged a
sincere member who had joined the
organization in the face of family
opposition and others’ criticism: “There’s
no need to worry. Practicing the

Daishonin’s Buddhism teaches us how to
attain supremehappiness. It setsusonthe
courseto ultimatevictory. It pavesasolid
way to peace. You have encountered the
great Law, which you can have absol ute
faithin. Thosewho havefound apath to
whichthey can dedicatetheir liveswithout
regretare strong!”

The Lotus Sutra describes the
“benefit of the fiftieth hearer” ina chain of
propagation (LSOC18, 286-91). In other
words, aperson who regjoicesonlearning
of theMystic Law sharesit with asecond,
who then joyfully sharesit with athird,
and so on. Eventhefiftieth personinthat
sequencewho respondswith joy receives
immeasurableand boundlessbenfit. How
infinitely greater, then, isthebenefit that
accruesto thefirst hearer who rejoices
andinitiatesthisprocess, the sutrastates.

We of the SGI have accelerated
themomentum of kosen-rufu by spreading
waves of joy through new members
happily sharing Nichiren Buddhism with
others.

Looking back at our membership
records, in December 1957—when we
achieved Mr. Toda’s cherished goal of
750,000 member households—80
percent of the membership had joined

A life of value creation is a
battle against inertia. The
golden rule for a life of
continuous advance and
progressisnever forgetting our
original purpose and resolve.

withinjust the preceding threeyears. This
made the Soka Gakkai a very new
movement.

Oneof thememberswho joined
the Gakkai at that time, awomen’s division
member from Yamaguchi Prefecture, has
steadfastly maintained her original joy-
filled spirit of faith, likeflowing water. She
refused to be daunted by the harassment
of ungrateful and arrogent priests. Sheaso
overcamefinancial hardship, and today
enjoyswidespread trust in her community
as the director of a children’s day care
center. Her entire family is actively
engaged in sharing Nichiren Buddhism
with others, and in warmly encouraging
and fostering new members. This
admirable women’s division member says:
“I love the Soka Gakkai, which taught me
that by overcoming suffering and
becoming truly happy ourselvesbased on
Nichiren Buddhism, we can help many
others. ‘One is the mother of ten thousand”
(WND-1, 131)—fostering a single new
member isthestarting point for creatinga
great multitude of capable people.”

| am happy to say that precious
new members are now emerging in a
steady stream throughout Japan and
around the world. They are all noble
Bodhisattvasof the Earthwho arelinked
by wondrous ties from time without
beginning and havejoyoudy appeared at
thismoment in accord with their vow.

Many of our new membershave
eagerly challenged theintroductory study
exam and begun initiating Buddhist
dialoguewith others. Their fresh, vibrant
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spirit of faithisthedriving force of hope
for opening a new era of worldwide
kosen-rufu.

Alifeof vauecreationisabattle
againg inertia. Thegoldenrulefor alifeof
continuousadvanceand progressisnever
forgetting our origina purposeandresolve.

By chanting Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo and always returning to theoriginal
essence of our life—our inner
Buddhahood—that has existed since time
without beginning, we start afresh and
renew our vow for kosen-rufu.

Let’s adorn February—our
traditional month of propagation—with
joy, aswe chant, study, and talk with our
new members, the treasures of the SGI
family.

Let’s forge ahead powerfully
onthepathtofreshvictories!
Congantly rgjoicing,
westrivetogether ascomrades
fromtimewithout beginning.

(Translated from the February 2014 issue of the
Daibyakurenge, the Soka Gakkai monthly study

journal)
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Srivingwith Energy, Joy,and a
Powerful Senseof Misson

have madeafresh, dynamic
gtart totheyear with our
wonderfully vibrant New

Year’s gongyo meetings. Unperturbed
by thewinter cold, our membersare
brimming with eeger enthusasmto
spread our movement for kosen-rufu.

Toall our membersin
snowbound regions such asHokkaido,
Tohoku, Shin’etsu, and Hokuriku,
pleasemakeyour health and safety your
first priority asyou carry out your
activities.

| am praying earnestly every day
for the health, happiness, and victory of
all our members.

Nichiren Daishonin, who
propagated the Mystic Law while
enduring great hardships, declared: “The
blessingsof the Lotus Sutra, which |
haverecited over thesemany years,
must be vaster even than the sky”
(WND-1, 1070). When we chant
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo infused witha
vow for kosen-rufu, our liveswill
overflowwithblessings.

All of our present effortsto
engagein dialogueand spread the great
philosophy of Nichiren Buddhism,
inspired by thewish to help others
become happy, endow our liveswith
boundlessand immeasurable benefit.

*

Wehaveentered aremarkable
age. How happy thiswould surely make
the Soka Gakkai’s first two presidents,
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi and Josei Todal!
My heart danceswith joy at thethought
of this. How nobleisalife spent striving
alongside one’s mentor!

In order to ensuretheeternal
devel opment of our ever-victorious
citadd of Soka, itisessential that we
foster capablepeople, and that all of our
members become happy through
practicing Nichiren Buddhism.

Asleaders, itisimportant to
hold activitiesinawiseand val ue-
creating way so that we don’t overlook
thekey point of our movement, namely,
sharing Nichiren Buddhismwith others.

Theinspiring examplesof
individualswho refuseto bedefeated by
adversity shineasalight of hopefor
peace.

Let’s each boldly take the lead
for kosen-rufu, striving andwinning
together. Let’s create a personal record
of achievement of whichwecan
declare, “I have no regrets!”

Our stage is the world. Let’s set
forthwith energy, joy, expansive hearts,
and apowerful senseof mission!

(Trandated from the January 6, 2014,
issue of the Seikyo Shimbun, the Soka
Gakkai daily newspaper)

Let’s each boldly take the lead for kosen-rufu,
striving and winning together.
Let’s create a personal record o

achievement of which we can declare,”“l have

no regrets!”

Our extraordinary membersaremaking
great contributionsal over Japan and
throughout theworld. They are
developing strongly. Our movement
shineswith beautiful bondsof friendship
andisadvancing at atruly astonishing
pace.

TheNSGI Times
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L EARNING FROM THE WRITINGS OF NiCcHIREN DAISHONIN: THE TEACHINGS FOR

VicTory

Special Lecture Commemorating November 18, Soka Gakkai Foundation

Day

Our Mission as Bodhisattvas of the Earth
and the Dynamic Development of the SGI
toward a Humanistic Century of Peace

odhisattvas emerging from the
Bearth—what a powerful, vibrant,
free, and dynamicimage! Great

bodhi sattvas completely without pretense
or conceit, infinitely honorableand noble!

Bodhisattvas of the Earth—the very
name conveystheinherent, underlying
strength of humanlife.

Bodhisattvas of the Earth—here we
find the starting point of the Soka Gakkai’s
misson.

In 192 countries and territories
around the world today, our admirable
members, Bodhisattvas of the Earth one
andall, arejoyoudy active, holding high
thebanner of theMystic Law.

Thesdf-confident stridesof ordinary
peopleawakened to their noblemission
for kosen-rufu and to their inherent
potential asthey forgeahead, breaking
through every obstacle!

The vigor of our young men’s
division members, burning with a
commitment to truthand justice!

Theinspiring endeavorsof our pure-
hearted young women’s division
members!

Theshining smilesof our cheerful
women’s division members!

The purposeful steps of our
dauntless men’s division members!

Theringing voicesof our livedy future
divisonmembers!

Our great Soka movement, a
gathering of Bodhisattvas of the Earth, is
forging ahead steadily everywhere—in
North and South America; in Europe; in
Russia; in Africa; in the birthplace of
Buddhism, India; andin all of Asia, in
Oceania, and al around the globe.

Nichiren Daishonin writes: “The sun
risesin the east and castsitsraysto the
west. The same is true of Buddhism”
(WND-1, 401).

Thesunof thehumanistic philosophy
of Nichiren Buddhism hasrisenhighinthe
skyandisbeginning to brightlyilluminate
theworld. Thewestward transmission of
Buddhism hasbecome areality through
the unprecedented devel opment of our
Sokamovement.

Toward a New Era of
Wor ldwideK osen-rufu

In January 1998, in an essay sharing my
fedingsonturning 70, | wrotethat my goa
by the age of 80 was “the completion of
the foundations for worldwide kosen-
rufu.”

With the completion of our grand
citadel dedicated to the great vow for
kosen-rufu[theHall of the Great Vow for
Kosen-rufu, which opened in
Shinanomachi, Tokyo, in November
2013], the time has come for all SGI
membersto joyously makefresh strides
forward. | declarethat wehavenow solidly
secured the magnificent foundationsfor
kosen-rufu, and embarked vigorously on
the second phase of worldwide kosen-
rufu.

On thismomentousfresh departure,
let us study a section from Nichiren
Daishonin’s writing “The True Aspect of
All Phenomena,” and pledge together to
open new horizonsin our movement. In
this month’s installment, I will diverge
dightly fromour normal lectureformat and
share my thoughts with you in a more
conversational manner as if we were
studying together inasmall group.

Thesection | would liketo study
withyouthistimeisavery famouspassage
inwhichtheDaishonin prodaimsthegreat
mission of the Bodhisattvas of the Earth.

* kK

Now , no matter what , strive in faith and be known as a votary of the Lotus
Sutra, and remain my disciple for the rest of your life. If you are of the same
mind as Nichiren, you must be a Bodhisattva of the Earth. And if you are a
Bodhisattva of the Earth, there is not the slightest doubt that you have been a
disciple of Shakyamuni Buddha from the remote past. The [ Lotus] sutra states,
“Ever since the long distant past | have been teaching and converting this
multitude [of bodhisattvas that has emerged from the earth]” [LSOC15, 261
(LS15, 220)]. There should be no discrimination among those who propagate
the five characters of Myoho-renge-kyo in the Latter Day of the Law, be they
men or women. Were they not Bodhisattvas of the Earth, they could not chant
the daimoku. At first only Nichiren chanted Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, but then
two, three, and a hundred followed, chanting and teaching others. Propagation
will unfold this way in the future as well. Does this not signify “emerging from
the earth”? At the time when the Law has spread far and wide, the entire Japa-
nese nation will chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, as surely asan arrow aimed at

the earth cannot miss the target.

But now you must build your reputation on the Lotus Sutra [ Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo] and give yourself up toit. (WND-1, 385)



Demonstrating the Principle
of “Emerging from the Earth”

The SGI has put this passage from “The
True Aspect of All Phenomena” into
practiceinitsentirety.

The Daishonin writes: “Now, no
matter what, strivein faith and beknown
asavotary of theLotus Sutra, and remain
my disciple for the rest of your life”
(WND-1, 385). We of the SGI have
calmly and steadily followed our chosen
pathwith compl ete self-assurance.

The Daishonin goeson to state that
“If you are of the same mind as
Nichiren”—in other words, if one strives
for kosen-rufu in the same spirit as he
does—"you must be a Bodhisattva of the
Earth” and “a disciple of Shakyamuni
Buddha from the remote past” (WND-1,
385).

Asdisciplesdirectly linked to the
Daishonin through eternal tiesthat can
never be severed, we of the SGI are
comrades who have joined together in
dedicating our livesto thevow of kosen-
rufu. We have striven selflessly, in “the
same mind as Nichiren,” to realize the
Daishonin’swill and decree.

Moreover, wearefulfilling our noble
mission as Bodhisattvas of the Earth to
propagate “the five characters of Myoho-
renge-kyo,” or the Mystic Law, in a spirit
of equality and mutual respect, according
with the Daishonin’s admonition that there
should beno discrimination between men
or women (cf. WND-1, 385).

The Daishonin further states: “Atfirst
only Nichiren chanted Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo, but then two, three, and a
hundred followed, chanting and teaching
others. Propagation will unfold thisway
inthe future as well” (WND-1, 385). W,
too, arepracticing in exact accord with
thiseternal and unchanging formulafor the
progression of kosen-rufu.

Thespiritto stand up alone, totake
persona initiative, isthecorespirit and
essence of the SGI. My mentor, second
SokaGakkai president Josel Toda, called
out to young people: “Youth, just one of
you stand! A second and then athird will
definitely follow!” Our members around
theworld haveindeed demonstrated that
when onepioneeringindividual takesthe
lead, “two, three, and a hundred will
follow” (cf. WND-1, 385). In many
localities and regions, kosen-rufu has
started fromasingleindividual, and from
there spread to another person and then
another. Through such steadly, persevering
effortsto share Buddhism with others, we
have created the great current of kosen-
rufu we havetoday.

Most importantly, the pioneering
spirit of theearly daysof our movementis
now being faithfully carried onby our youth
divison members. Youthful Bodhisattvas
of the Earth everywhereareenergetically
taking the lead in propagating the
Daishonin’s Buddhism with a sense of
responsibility for redlizingkosen-rufuinthe
areaswherethey live. What awonderful
agethisis! What deep karmictiesthese
young peopleshare!

The SGI has indisputably
demonstrated the Daishonin’s principle of
“emerging from the earth” (WND-1, 385).
The Daishonin’s assertion that
“Propagation will unfold this way in the
future as well” (WND-1, 385) is, | believe,
nothing other than aprediction of thefuture
emergence of themembersof the SGI.

Disciples Showing the
Greatness of Their Teacher

In this section of “The True Aspect of All
Phenomena,” Nichiren Daishonin quotes
some lines from the “Emerging from the
Earth” (15th) chapter of the Lotus Sutra:
“Ever since the long distant past / |
[Shakyamuni] have been teaching and
converting thismultitude[of bodhisattvas
that has emerged from the earth]”
(LSOC15, 261 [LS15, 220)).

This is an important statement
indicating that the Buddhaand the newly
arrived bodhisattvas who are his true
disciples sharetiesfrom theinfinite past.
It also preparestheway for hispreaching
of the “Life Span of the Thus Come One”
(16th) chapter, which isthe heart of the
essentia teaching (latter 14 chapters) of
theLotus Sutra.

Inorder todarify thesignificanceof
Shakyamuni’s statement, let us reconfirm
the progression of eventsin thepreceding
“Emerging from the Earth” (15th) chapter,
inwhichtheBodhisattvasof theEarthfirst
appear inthesutra.

Theessential teaching of the Lotus
Sutrabeginsby darifyingwhowill spread
the sutra after the Buddha’s passing.
Initially, the bodhisattvasal reedy gathered
at the assembly (the bodhisattvas of the
theoretical teaching, namely, thefirst 14
chaptersof the Lotus Sutra) volunteer to
dothis, but Shakyamuni rejectstheir offer
and reveals that “in this saha world of mine
there are bodhi sattvas mahasattvawho
are as numerous as the sands of sixty
thousand Ganges Rivers” (LSOC15, 252
[LS15, 212-13]) and that they will spread
the Lotus Sutraafter hisdesth.

In response to Shakyamuni’s
words, avast multitude of bodhisattvas
emergesfromtheearth. Each of them, the
sutra states, is “the leader of [their] own
great assembly,” and in addition, “each
brought with [them] aretinue equal in
number to the sands of sixty thousand
Ganges Rivers” (LSOC15, 253 [LS15,
213]). This is a number of truly
astronomica proportions, infinitely grester
than the population of our planet.

Incidentally, in sometranscriptions
or copiesof theLotusSutratrandatedinto
Chinese, the word “emerge” is written
with two charactersthat literally mean
“spring forth” or “come out dancing.”

Thesudden, dynamic appearanceof
the Bodhisattvas of the Earth startlesthe
bodhisattvas already present and causes
themto doubt. On behalf of theperplexed
assembly, the bodhisattva Maitreyaasks
Shakyamuni about theidentity of thesenew
arrivasthat noneof them haveever ssenor
heard of before, and declares what a
wondrousbe ngtheBuddhamust betohave
converted and taught so many followers

Inresponse, Shakyamuni makesthe
statement that we examined earlier: “Ever

sincethelong distant past/ | havebeen
teaching and converting thismultitude [of
bodhisattvasthat has emerged fromthe
earth]” (LSOC15, 261 [LS15, 220]).

Later, in the “Life Span” (16th)
chapter, Shakyamuni disclosesthat his
attainment of enlightenment for thefirst
timeinthisworldisjust the provisional
revelation of hisenlightenment, andthatin
reality hehasattained enlightenmentinthe
inconceivably remote past. Thisisthe
“casting off the transientand revealing the
true” by the Buddha.

Theappearanceof theseremarkable
disciples, theBodhisattvasof theEarth, is
theoccasionfor showing thetruegreatness
of their teacher.

At thispoint, | would liketo stress
again that the awareness of being
Bodhisattvas of the Earthisthe starting
point of our Sokamovement.

The actions of the Soka Gakkai’s
founding president Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi themselves embodied the
practiceof the Bodhisattvas of the Earth.
Second Soka Gakkai president Josei
Toda, meanwhile, stood up amid the
devastated ruinsof postwar Japan with
theawarenessthat hewasaBodhisattvas
of theEarth. Through hiseffortsbased on
this awareness and commitment, the
Daishonin’s teachings came to pulse
vibrantly in our organization and agreat
path for the development of kasen-rufuin
Japan was opened. And today the SGI
hasbuilt anetwork of Bodhisattvas of the
Earththat extendsall around theglobe.

Kosen-rufu Isthe Mission of
Soka

Atageneral meeting of the SokaKyoiku
Gakkai (Soka Value-Cresting Education
Society; the forerunner of today’s Soka
Gakkai) in May 1942, Mr. Makiguchi
declared: “We must guide the country in
thedirection of great good. Thisislike
making a landing in the face of the enemy.”
He delivered this statement at a time
when the Japanese nation wasengagedin
aninsanewar. By using the expression
“making a landing in the face of the
enemy,” Mr. Makiguchi was saying that
Gakka membershad tothrow themselves
into themidst of a Japanese society that
wasignorant of the Daishonin’s Buddhism
and boldly shareitsteachingswith those
around them. In other words, he was
caling on each member to courageoudy
engegeindiaogue, confidently prodaiming
thetruth of Buddhism and sharing their
personal experiencesinfaith.

He urged that only through this
tenacious and persevering process of
spreading thecorrect teaching of Buddhism
could Japan be saved: “I believe that . . . we
can help our families and society, and
contributeinsmall part totheredization of
kosen-rufu.”

Inprison, after being arrested during
the wartime crackdown on the Soka
Gakkai by theruling militarist authorities,
he steadfastly replied to theinterrogating
officersthat kosen-rufuisthe process of
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purifying the philosophy and ideals
prevalent in the corrupt age of the Latter
Day withthetruth of the Mystic Law.

Mr. Makiguchi had a profound
awareness of kosen-rufu as the Gakkai’s
mission.

Inthemonthsleadinguptohisarrest
(in July 1943), Mr. Makiguchi beganto
repeatedly insist to hisdisciplesthat the
organization must “cast off the transient
and reveal the true.” What did he mean
by that?

Mr. Toda, whowasa soimprisoned,
had adeep awakening toitsmeaning.

“The History and Conviction
of the Soka Gakkai”

Soon after hewasinaugurated assecond
SokaGakkai presidentinMay 1951, Mr.
Toda published a lengthy essay titled, “The
History and Conviction of the Soka
Gakkai.” In it, he wrote of the undying
SokaGakkai spirit asfollows:

QOur life is eternal, without
beginning and without end. | am
now aware that we have all
appeared in thisworld with the
great missionto propagate Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo, or the seven-
character Lotus Sutra, in the
Latter Day of theLaw. If | define
our status in accord with this
conviction, we are all
Bodhisattvasof the Earth.

Thiswas the conviction of Mr.
Toda, who was released from prison on
July 3, 1945, her tothe spirit of hismentor
whodiedin prisonfor hisbdiefs Henoted
thathe alone had this awareness—with few
of hisdisciplestruly abletograsp hisstate
of mind—and “the Soka Gakkai itself had
not yet cast off thetransient and revealed
thetrue.”

Subsequently, after overcoming
various hardships—including thecoll apseof
hisbusinessesand steppingdownfrom his
position as Soka Gakkai general director
[to protect the organi zation from being
adversely affected by his business
troubles]—Mr. Toda became the Gakkai’s
second president. The Soka Gakkai was
reborn. He wrote: “Soon, a great
awarenessemerged withinthe Gakkai as
awhole, and action began based on that
gresat conviction [that weareBodhisattvas
of the Earth].” He also said: “In terms of
the teachings—in other words, in our
outward activities—we are Bodhisattvas
of the Earth, whilein termsof faith, we
arethefollowersand descendant disciples
of Nichiren Daishonin.” It was with this
conviction and resolve, he asserted, that
wemus strivesdflesdy andtirdessy for
kosen-rufu.

He further stated: “This conviction
is the central philosophy of the Soka
Gakkai and isnow coming to pervadeit.
Thisindeed is “casting off the transientand
revealing the true,” is it not?”

Theentire SokaGakkai rose up to
engagein the shared struggle of mentor
and disciple, aware of their mission as
Bodhisattvas of the Earth and vowing to
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realize kosen-rufu through their own
efforts.

1 also took my mentor’s spirit and
vow as my own and, with the powerful
dynamism of acharging lion, fought my
hardest. | rose to the most daunting of
challenges and blazed new trails for
kosen-rufu. | sought out one capable
person after another who would fight
aongsideme, fostered them, encouraged
them, and worked together withthem to
build a magnificent people’s movement.

“My Disciples, Form Your
Ranks and Follow Me”

As the “Emerging from the Earth” (15th)
chapter of the Lotus Sutra clearly
indicates, when Bodhisattva Superior
Practices—the leader of the Bodhisattvas
of the Earth—appears in the world to
carry out thewidespread propagation of
the Law in the evil latter age after the
Buddha’s passing, innumerable legions of
bodhisattvasareaso certainto comeforth
in a steady stream to share his noble
mission.

The Daishonin writes: “Nichiren
aonetook thelead in carrying out thetask
of the Bodhisattvas of the Earth” (WND-
1, 385); and “Now, at the beginning of
theLatter Day of theLaw, I, Nichiren,am
the first to embark on propagating,
throughout Jambudvipa[theentireworld],
thefive charactersof Myoho-renge-kyo. ...
.My disciples, formyour ranksand follow
me, and surpass even Mahakashyapa or
Ananda, T’ien-t’ai or Dengyo!” (WND-1,
764—-65). The Daishonin appears as the
forerunner, and then encourages his
disciplestorally together and follow his
lead.

The place where the Bodhisattvas
of theEarth carry out ther activitiesisthis
saha world, which is also known as “a
world in which one must exercise
forbearance and learn to endure” (OTT,
169). TheLotus Sutrawas expounded to
guideto enlightenment al living beingsin
thissuffering-filledworldinwhichwelive

In the theoretical teaching of the
Lotus Sutra, Shakyamuni’s voice-hearer
discpleshavethegreet fortuneof recaving
prophecies of their future attainment of
Buddhahood. Yet, later, when they make
a vow to spread the Lotus Sutra after
Shakyamuni’s passing, they show disdain
for thissahaworld by expressing their wish
toteach the Lotus Sutrain worlds other
than this one (cf. LSOC13, 229-30
[LS13, 191]).

Thishighlightshow difficult itisto
teachtheLotusSutrainthesahaworldin
the Latter Day of the Law. Asthe sutra
makes eminently clear, teaching and
spreading thesutrawill inevitably resultin
theriseof thethree powerful enemiesand
every other sort of persecution.

Only the Bodhisattvasof the Earth,
whohavepracticed a onewiththeBuddha
sincetheremotepast, are ableto persist
inthestrugglefor kosen-rufuintheface
of theseharsh tempestsof persecutionand
opposition.

Referring to the Bodhisattvas of the
Earth and their momentous mission, the
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Daishonin explains to his followers: “These
bodhisattvas are the ones who had
thoroughly forged their resolve” (WND-
1,953).

TheMiraculousEmer genceof
the Soka Gakkai

The “time” for the Bodhisattvas of the Earth
tocarry out their missionistheevil ageof
the Latter Day of the Law, and the “place”
wherethey will do soisthissahaworld.
Having chosen the most challenging
circumstances, they riseinto action here
and now to help those experiencing the
greatest suffering attain enlightenment.

Nichiren Buddhism teaches the
principle of “voluntarily assuming the
appropriate karma.” This represents the
transformation from apassivelifetoan
active, self-motivated life—one based on
the conviction that we have voluntarily
chosen to be born into difficult and
challenging circumstancesto lead others
to enlightenment. By making avow for
kosen-rufu based onthisprinciple, wecan
transform our karmainto our mission.
Whenweawaken to our missionfromthe
remote past, wewill gain anew senseof
self. We will be able to “cast off the
transient and reveal the true” in our own
life, and enableour redl potential to shine
forth.

Thosewho have awakenedto their
mission asBodhisattvasof the Earth fear
nothing. Whenwetakeonthemissionto
help others become happy, courage and
srengthwel | up spontaneoudy fromwithin
us

How wondrousarethekarmicties
weshare asBodhisattvasof the Earth and
how noblethevow for kosen-rufu!

1 will never forget theimpassioned
words of Chingiz Aitmatov (1928-2008),
the Kyrgyz writer with whom | met and
spoke on many occasions:

Isthere no end to animosity and
hatredinthishumanworld?Weare
awayslookingfor enemies forced
intofedingsof mutud hostility Many
behave self-righteously, too,
rejecting dialogue, insisting on
their own truth, and refusing to

recognizethegoodin anyoned se.
Oursisaworld of darknessin
which fellow human beingswar
with one another and destroy
nature.

Amid this stark reality, the SGI—
anided organization that could
rightly be called a modern
utopia—has emerged, a fact that
may bedifficult toimmediately
fathom.

Mr. Aitmatov also lauded the SGI
for “not destroying others, but spreading
thelight of humanism to every corner of
the world through a flexible approach
based onfirm convictions, and buildinga
network of mutual understanding that
allows others to live fullyand freely.” He
further declared: “The Soka Gakkai
emerged in atimeof great upheavalsin
human history [such aswar, conflict, and
unending bloodshed)]. Thetistruly amazing.
Its emergence is the hope of humanity.”

Themission of Bodhisattvas of the
Earth is truly great and noble beyond
measure. It transcends all differences,
including those of ethnicity, race,
nationality, and gender. Itisamission that
emanatesfromthevast creativelife-force
that pervadesthevery depths of thelives
of al human beings. Onewhoisawakened
tothisiscalled aBodhisattvaof theEarth.

Each personisan entity endowed
with the supreme Buddha nature. By
encouraging and respecting one another
asfellow human beingsliving together on
thisplanet, we can bring forth the power
to tap the limitless potential within
ourselves and others and to create the
vauesof happinessand peace. Thisisalso
our profound mission.

Weof the SGI have appearedin this
world, having vowed to dedicateour lives
tothismisson.

The Great March of the
Peoplein the 20th Century

Thegreat march of the peoplehasbeena
powerful groundswell for changeon many
occasionsthroughout history.

The Salt March, with Mahatma
Gandhi (1869-1948) and his direct

Nichiren Buddhism teaches the principle of

“voluntarily assuming the appropriate karma.”

This represents the transformation from a

passive life to an active, self-motivated life—one

based on the conviction that we have voluntarily

chosen to be born into difficult and challenging

circumstances to lead others to enlightenment.

By making a vow for kosen-rufu based on this

principle, we can transform our karma into our

mission.

disciples in the lead, was a major
breakthrough that served as apowerful
momentum for the movement for Indian
independencefrom the colonial rule of
Gresat Britain. It stirred wavesof courage
that spread out to inspire people
throughout India

Coincidentally, the Salt March took
placein 1930, theyear the Soka Gakkai
wasestablished.

Another example of such amarch
was the historic civil rights march on
Washington, D.C.,in 1963, 50 yearsago.
Thismarch, in which close to 250,000
ordinary people “stood in majestic
dignity,” is vividly described by one of its
leaders, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (1929
68): “The enormous multitude was the
living, beating heart of aninfinitely noble
movement. It wasan army without guns,
but not without strength.” The gathering
that day was one that transcended
differences of class, profession, and
religious affiliation, all its participants
“united by a single ideal,” King observed.

Thoughonadifferentleve, our SGI
movement for kosen-rufuisalso agreat
march of the people—one that has called
forth Bodhisattvas of theEarth al around
the world, spreading an enormous
groundswell for peace and hope.

After calmly stating, “When great
evil occurs, great good follows. . . . What
could any of you have to lament?” (WND-
1,1119), the Daishonin points out: “When
Bodhisattva Superior Practicesemerged
fromtheearth, did henot emergedancing?
(WND-1, 1119).

Bodhisattva Superior Practices, the
leader of theBodhisattvasof theEarth, is
saidtohavesprung forth dynamicalyfrom
theearth asif heweredancing. And he
washot aone TheLotus Sutrastatesthat
immeasurable Bodhisattvasof the Earth
“emerged at the same instant” (LSOC15,
252[LS15, 213)).

The sutraalso goeson to say that
the assembly (which wasgathered at the
Ceremony in theAir) subsequently saw
thisimmeasurablelegion of bodhisattvas
that had emerged from theearthfill thesky
over countless lands (cf. LSOC15, 254
[LS15,214]). Tome, thisdepictsthegreat
march of the Bodhisattvas of the Earth
overflowing with unsurpassed joy—a
sceneof utter freedom and vibrant energy,
yet also of solemn calm, played out ona
sageof unfathomablescae.

Encouraging the Per son Right
in Front of Us

In the “Supernatural Powers of the Thus
Come One” (21st) chapter of the Lotus
Sutra, Shakyamuni transfersthe essence
of theLotus Sutrato Bodhisattva Superior
Practicesastheleader of theBodhisattvas
of the Earth. The characteristic of
Bodhisattva Superior Practices is
described asfollows:

...... Continueon page 10
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Reuplution

SGI President Ikeda’s ongoing novel The New Human Revolution, which fie began writing in 1993, depicts the kistorical progress of the
Sokg Gakfai following fiis inauguration as its third president, as well as records the modern development of the Sokg Gakfai and the SGI.
It also serves as a practical guide on hiow to further expand our movement for Kpsen-rufu (achieving peace and happiness for all people).
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The parents of Katsumi Miyasakatook
thegreatest pridein their son, who had
dedicated himself wholeheartedly to
kosen-rufu asamember of the Gajokai.
They strongly believed that though hehad
died young, hehad been abletotransform

2t B ke, <2 NI
hiskarmainthislifetime.

The Gajokai members’ spirit of
vigilant safeguardingwasnot limited tothe
Soka Gakkai but extended also to the
peoplein general, and theseyoung men
demongtrated that spiritinvariousways.

In January 1974, when amajor
firebrokeoutinadensely populated area

& of Niigata, four brothers, who
wereall Ggjokal membersand
employeesof alocal printing
plant, immediately rantothe
scenewith bucketsin hand to
8 help put out the fire. They
il assigted thefirefighters, acting
1| with cool-headedness and

L spead to bring theflamesunder
control.

In September of that
year, in Komae, Tokyo, the
* dikes along the Tama River
brokeduring heavy rains, and
several dozen Gajokai
| members and other Soka

14 Gakka membersassisted with
relief efforts. Their selfless
" effortsto carry sandbagsand
- help residents remove their
household goodsto safetyinthe
soaking rain earned the
admiration, praise, and gratitudeof their
fellow residents.

That October, in Suginami Ward,
Tokyo, on the way home from a
discussion meeting, some Gajokai
members heard someone shout, “Help!
Thief!” The Gajokai members chased
after the suspect for about 100 meters

(200yards) and captured him. The Tokyo
Metropolitan Police commissioner
presented theseyouth with acertificate of
commendation for their courageous
srvice

In September 1976, after 9:00in
theevening, afirestartedinahilly wooded
areabehind theHiroshimaCulture Center.
Whenthey received reportsof theincident
from residents, some 50 Gajokai and
young men’s division members
immediately rushed to the scene and
valiantly battled the blaze with fire
extinguishersand abucket brigade.

Such actions by Gajokai
membersaretoo numerousto mention.
Youth haveamissiontotaketheinitiative
to protect others. Without learning such
lessons, egotism prevailsand society is
corrupted fromitsfoundations. Training
young people to serve society and the
peopleis one of the major roles of the
Soka Gakkai.
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Dedication tofostering young peopleand
allowing them to take the lead in al
activities are traditions of the Soka

Gakkai. The organization will beableto
enjoy eterna growth and development if
itremainsyouthful.

With the 21st century only a
quarter-century away, Shin’ichi

Yamamoto believed it wastimeto
place even greater emphasis on
fostering youth. In the coming
century, thaseyouthwould assume
primary rolesonthemain stage of
kosen-rufu. Theywould aso carry
on the Soka Gakkai spirit and
become core individuals who
would protect the organization’s
members. In fact, many youth
division members who were
Gajokai at that timehavegoneon
= to become, in the 21st century,
“ members of the Ojokai [the men’s
divison equivalent of theGajokai
in Japan], who are today busy
protecting the SokaGakkai andits
fadlities

Several days after Shin’ichi
petrolled around the Shinanomachi
areawith the two young men of
the Gajokai checking on Soka
Gakkai facilities, he happened to
meet another young man in a
hallway of the Soka Gakkai
Headquarters. The youth’s name was
Masaaki Kato, and he had recently been
appointed asthefirst leader of the Soka
Group on November 4 of that year.
When Kato saw Shin’ichi he said:

“President Yamamoto! Since the Traffic
Control Group becamethe Soka Group,
everyone is brimming with renewed
determination.”

“I’ve heard,” said Shin’ichi.
“Incidentally, there is something | want to
discuss with you. Let’s have a general
meeting to mark thefull-fledged start for
the new Soka Group. It will be the 1st
Soka Group General Meeting. Let’s have
it on January 6—that’s the only date that
willdo. I’ll also attend. Itwill still be within
the New Year’s holiday period, but | want
to start the new year with all of you.”

“Yes, by all means!” replied Kato
withabigsmile.

The news quickly spread across
the nation that President Yamamoto had
suggested holding aSokaGroup General
Meeting on January 6.

Kato thought, “Why did Sensei
chose January 6?” At first he assumed it
was simply a matter of Shin’ichi’s
schedule. But when heinvestigated further,
he discovered something that astonished
and profoundly moved him. January 6 was
the day in 1951 on which Shin’ichi was
called to the home of Josei Toda and
entrusted with all of his mentor’s private
and businessmatters.

TheNSGI Times
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January 6, 1951, was a Saturday. Toda called Shin’ichi
tohishouseto discusswinding uptheremainingbusiness
of the Toko Construction Credit Union, which had

ceased operations. It was a time of
challenges on all fronts, and some of Toda’s
creditorswereeven suing him. Depending
on how things worked out, it was
4 conceivable that Toda could be arrested.
| Todahad also started the Daito Commerce
= Company, of which hewasthe executive
advisor for, in order tofind away out of his
business difficulties. But that company
wasn’tgoing well, either.

With hiswifelkueat hisside, Todasaid
to Shin’ichi: “Just in case anything should
happen, 1’d like to entrust the Soka Gakkai,
Toko Construction Credit Union, and Daito
i Commerce Company to you. Will you
accept this proposal? And, if possible, |
would also like you to look after my family.”

It was an enormousresponsibility. Listening to
Toda’s words, the 23-year-old Shin’ichi felt goose bumps
andindescribableemotion.

“You may think 1am giving you a terrible gift,
but themissionthat | wasborntofulfill inthislifeisalso
your mission. You understand that, don’t you? Be

steadfast, no matter what happens.

“If you and | remain dedicated to our mission,
thetimeis certain to come when thewill of Nichiren
Daishonin can befulfilled. No matter what anyone says,
let’s advance resolutely together!”

Shin’ichi lifted his tear-filled eyes and said to
Toda: “Sensei, please don’t worry about anything. | have
awaysbeen prepared to givemy entirelifetoyouwithout
thedlightest regret, and thiswill never change, for all
eternity.”

In his diary that day, Shin’ichi wrote: “Mr. Toda
islikeMasashige, whilel am like Masatsura. Hiswife
wept. Never throughout my lifewill | forget theemotion,
solemnity, tears, sense of mission, of karmic bondsand
of life’s worth that | have experienced today. It has been
decided that I will be his successor.”

Thegenuinetiesof mentor and discipleshinewith
abrilliant goldenlight at themost trying of times.

T i
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J president Josei Toda’s sole successor, a
/. thrill ranthrough hisbody.
= “President Yamamoto has suggested that
that profoundly meaningful date should
- bethe 1t SokaGroup General Mesting.
L Heisentrusting us ashissuccessors, with
full responsibility for the Soka Gakkai.
We must find away to open up a new
age for the Soka Gakkai through the
= efforts of the Soka Group.”

% Shin’ichi had renamed the Traffic Control
" Group (TCG)—composed of young
men’s division members entrusted with
the responsibility of overseeing the
trangport of membersmaking pilgrimages
to the head temple—to the Soka Group
on November 2, 1976.

The TCG began operation when President Toda
initiated monthly pilgrimages to the head templein

When Soka Group leader Masaaki Kato read Shin’ichi’s  October 1952. It started as a group of young men’s
A Youthful Diary and The Human Revolution and  divison memberswho, in thespirit of youth standing up
learned that January 6 was the historic date that Shin’ichi  to takefull responsibility, took chargeof regulating the
deeply realized that he was second Soka Gakkai number of participants onthemonthly pilgrimagesand

assisting membersat train stationsand during transit.

In those days, members traveled on these
pilgrimagesin regular train cars, not specialy reserved
ones, which madeit tougher for the TCG to fulfill their
responsibilities. They had to make sure that every
member of each group wasableto board thetrain and
find seats. Theyalso looked after members who weren’t
feeling well, and made sure the pilgrimage groups didn’t
causetroublefor the other, non-member passengerson
thetrains.

In those days, sometimes non-member
passengers would react negatively—based on prejudice
and misunderstanding—when they learned that a Gakkai
group was on the train making a pilgrimage. Such
passengers sometimeshehaved scornfully or insulted the
members. In such situations, theyoung men of the TCG
had to react with gentleand forbearing smiles, quick wit,
andadignified, restrained manner, to protect themembers
and ensuretheir safetravel.

Asthemonthly pilgrimages continued, the TCG
became more and more organized. Shin’ichi gave his all
to fostering and advising themembersof thegroup.
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InOctober 1955, asthe chief of saff of theyouth division,
Shin’ichi presented guidance titled “For the Traffic
Control Group of the Young Men’s Division” to its
members.

Theguidancepraised the TCGfor caring for each
member and conducting their duties with accuracy,
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speed, commitment, and sincerity: “Taking
to heart the concept that though unnoticed
by others, everything isobserved by the
Buddhasand bodhisattvasthroughout the
universe, itismy earnest wish that you
will carry out theBuddhist practiceof your
* youththrough engagingin TCG activities,
applying what you learn there to your
. dfortswithintheyouthdivisonandat your
places of work.”
The concept that the attitudes and
| actions of all living beings are clearly
\ " perceived by the Buddhas and
# bodhisattvasthroughout the universeis
& another way of saying that theimpartial
| law of thecausdlity of lifeappliestoal.
» | Throughtheguidance, theyoung men of
“ the TCG deepened their senseof mission,
and they made this concept their basic spirit.

After beinginaugurated asthethird president of
the Soka Gakkai on May 3, 1960, Shin’ichi concentrated
even more energy on fostering the TCG Shin’ichi believed
that themembers of the TCG likehimself, shouldered
themission tolead memberstoward fulfilling the great
vow of kosen-rufu. He was deeply resolved to make
whatever sacrifices necessary to take care of thosewho
supported the organization behind the scenes. Shin’ichi’s

6

determinationiswhat spurred the development of this
training group. Occasionally hewould even givesuch
suppliesaswhitetrousersfor them to wear whilethey
wereon duty.

In March 1965, when thethree-million-member
generd pilgrimageto commemoratethe completion of
the Grand Reception Hall was over, Shin’ichi sent 8,000
copies of volume 12 of Kaicho Koen-shu (Collected
Lectures of the President) to TCG membersaswell as
to a group of young women’s division members who
supported theeventsthat took place at thehead temple.
The frontispiece featured the word “pillar” printed in
Shin’ichi’s handwriting, and the back of the book
displayed the names of each recipient of the special
edition, alist that reached some 50 pages.

Shin’ichi gave hisall to training and encouraging
young people, many of whom devel oped into exemplary
membersof theyouth division.



|

Inthe fall of 1969, at Shin’ichi Yamamoto’s suggestion,
aTreffic Control Group (TCG) Academy wasestablished
to train young men’s division members into leaders. More
than 3,000 memberswereenrolled inthefirst class.

L]
% divisonmemberstothehead temple, an event
J * that took placeunder drivingrains. Healso

Shin’ichi believed that training in groups
such as the TCG was indispensable for
becoming core leaders in the young men’s
division. Thiswashisreslization based on his
own personal experience.

In May 1954, Shin’ichi took complete
chargeof thegenerd pilgrimageof 5,000 youth

Y

oversaw the general pilgrimage of 10,000
youth divison membersto thehead templein

October of that sameyear.
DuringtheMay 1954 pilgrimage, atraffic
accident occurred that led to a shortage of
buses, cresting anemergency situationinwhich
: transportation had to be shifted from busto
| train. Asaresult, memberswere extremely
| lateto arrive and the ceremonies had to be
delayed by four and a half hours. But Shin’ichi
responded coolly and steadily to each devel opment and
surmounted every obstacle. It turned out to beamost

vauableexperiencefor him.

He was made keenly aware of the heavy
responsbility entailedin organizing alargeevent and the

importance of checking and rechecking every last detail.
Hecameto understand the difference between planson
paper and the way they actually unfold. Hewas also
able to learn how to respond in the best way to
unanticipated devel opments. These experiencesproved
incaculablein preparing himtolater takethehelm of the
kosen-rufu movement.

As Florence Nightingale (1820-1910) once
observed: “In all departments of life there is no
apprenticeship except in the workshop.”

Shin’ichi, after discussing the matter with
representative young men’s division leaders, decided to
establish the Traffic Control Group Academy to foster
the next generation of leaders.

At the beginning, thetraining period was six
monthsto becomeafull-fledged TCG member. Aspart
of their training, candidateswererequired to serve TCG
duty once a month, and study such writings as The
Human Revolution to learn about the Gakkai spirit.

Shin’ichi planned to continue developing the
Traffic Control Group, along withitsancillary Traffic
Control GroupAcademy, into amajor institution within
the young men’s division for fostering capable individuals
whowill shoulder thefuture of the SokaGakkai.
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The construction of new Soka Gakkai facilitiesmoved
forward according to schedule, and in the late 1970s,
large-scal e centersof reinforced-concretewerebuilt one

after another in every prefecture and ward.
In addition, from 1974, summer training
courses began to be held at training centers
and culture centersaround the country.
TheGajokai, with theresponsibility of
patrolling and safeguarding the Soka Gakkai
. Heedquartersand other Gakkai fadilities, had
. been established in 1971, and a plan was
implemented for them to carefor the new,
.| largerfadilities.
4 However, there was still not enough
" support availablefor all thetraining courses
and eventstaking place at the new facilities
~ around thecountry.
) Given that situation, Shin’ichi thought it
. wasnecessary torethink therole of the TCG
and to expand it as a means for fostering
cgpableindividuals.

From thespring of 1976, heinitiated discussons
about the future of the TCG with core |leaders of the
young men’s division. Itwas concluded that membership
should beincreased dramatically and thegroup renamed,

with aclearer focus on developing capableindividuals
who would become central leaders in the young men’s
divison.

On November 2, whilefurther discussing the
matter with young men’s division leaders, Shin’ichi said
as he wrote the words “Soka Group” on a memo pad:
“The young men’s division has proposed many names,
but I"d like to suggest renaming the Traffic Control Group
the SokaGroup, and renaming the Traffic Control Group
Academy the Soka Group Academy.

“This name signifies that the members of this
group arethe pride of the Soka Gakkai, and will take
responsibility for theorganization asawholeaswell as
everything necessary for advancing kosen-rufu. Their
mission, first and foremost, isto protect the SokaGakkai.
Assuch, | havegiven them thename Soka, calling them
the Soka Group, because aname expressesthe essence
of athing.

“From now on, the Soka Group will open up a
new era for the Soka GakKkai. Let’s appointa new person
to betheleader of the Soka Group. We should announce
these changes as soon as possible.”
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The assembled members were astonished at the
announcements. They erupted in joy, their applause
reverberating throughout thehall. It wasthe evening of
November 4, 1976, and the Traffic Control Group
Leaders Meeting was under way at the Soka Culture
Center in Shinanomachi, Tokyo. The young men’sdivision
leader had just announced that the TCG was being
dishanded and s multaneously reconstituted asthe Soka

Group. The new group’s responsibilities would
be expanded to includenot only itsoriginal
function of assisting with transport during
pilgrimagesto the head temple but also the
task of supporting the operations of various
_ activities and events taking place at the
Headquarters and Soka Gakkai facilities
around thecountry. The Traffic Control Group
X Leaders M eeting became the historic kick-
= off of the Soka Group.
=2 Masaaki Kato, who had become the
first Soka Group leader, was arobust young
4 man. After studyingin the graduate program
at Waseda University, he started working at
the SokaGakkal Headquarters, during which
time he took on concurrent roles as the
* elementary school division leader and young
men’s division assistant vice leader.

Kato spoke enthusiastically to the assembled
members: “President Yamamoto has given us the
wonderful name of Soka Group. What aproud honor
forusadl!

“This name doubtlessly expresses President
‘Yamamoto’s high hopes that, as the innermost core of
the Soka Gakkai, we will resolutely protect the
organization and its members. Let’s join President
‘Yamamoto in vigilantly safeguarding the Soka Gakkai

7

and dedicating ourselves to the path of mentor and
disciplefor therest of our lives!

“I pledge to spare no effort to take the lead at all
times and strive with all I’ve got. I humbly ask for your
support.”

On this day, the Traffic Control Group was
reborn asthe Soka Group and soared into anew age.

It was one month after this event that Shin’ichi
encountered Kato in a hallway at the Soka Gakkai
Headquartersand suggested that they hold thefirst Soka
Group General Meeting on January 6 of thefollowing
year.

Shin’ichi envisioned the Soka Group and the
Gajokal astwo whed ssupporting the SokaGakkai asit
advanced energetically into anew eraof kosen-rufu.

As José Ingenieros (1877-1925), an Argentine
intellectual, physician, and scientist, wrote: “It is the
privilegeof theyouth to sow fecund seedsinvirginfields,
asif history wereto commencein theprecisemoment in
which they forge their dreams.”

TheNSGI Times

N



Vigilant Safeguarding 20

Thepath of Sokaisthe path of kosen-rufu. Itisthe path
of unity of mentor and disciple. It isthe path of human
revolution, of creating hope, of transforming one’s karma,

J of building peace, and of ensuring the prosperity
of society. It isthe noble path of Bodhisattvas

& of the Earth forging a life-state of absolute
| happinessthat bringsinnumerable flowers of
" benefitintobloom.

“Why does the Buddhist faith and practice of
the Soka Gakkai produce such great benefits
and good fortune? There are three reasons,”
said Presdent Yamamoto, hiscourageousvoice
reverberating in the main Gohonzon room at
the Soka Gakkai Heedquarters. Hiswordsrang
out with the proud conviction of alion of Soka
He was speaking at the New Year’s Gongyo
Meeting of 1977, which had been designated
the “Year of Study.”

“The first reason,” Shin’ichi explained,
“isthat the Soka Gakkai is the only organization practicing
and advancing in compl ete accord with thewritings of
Nichiren Daishonin.

“The Soka Gakkai fought against the oppression
of Japan’s militarist authorities during World War Il in
the spirit of selflessly dedicating one’s life to protecting

and upholding the correct philosophy of Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism. It has continued to strive over
the years, embodying the Daishonin’s teaching of
‘establishing the correct teaching for the peace of the
land.” Furthermore, it has sown the seeds of Buddhism
around theworldin order to achieveglobal kosen-rufu.
Its members have practiced in accord with the
Daishonin’s teachings and the Buddha’s will. It would
be no exaggeration to say that if the Soka Gakkai had
not appeared in thisworld, the Lotus Sutraand the
Daishonin’s words would have been rendered false.

“Nonetheless, the Soka Gakkai’s history is one
of continuous persecutions, advancing amid harsh
criticism and abuse in the face of stormsof devilish
obstacles. In the light of the Daishonin’s words—*If
they [devils] did not [arise], therewoul d be no way of
knowing that this is the correct teaching’ (WND-1,
501)—this is in itself further proof of the correctness of
the Soka Gakkai’s path.

“Those who dedicate their lives to the faith and
practice of the Soka Gakkai are certain to attain
Buddhahood. | declare hereand now that they cannot
fail to receive great benefit!”
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Shin’ichi Yamamoto’s words were filled with inspiring
conviction. Hislistenersfelt hisindomitablewill and
enormous self-assurance, as firm as a mighty rock
withstanding the sea’s breakers assailing it. Many also
thought to themselves, “President Yamamoto clearly has
powerful aspirations. | have to do my best, too!” Stirred

with excitement, they waited anxioudy for what
hewould say next.

Shin’ichi gave the second reason why
thefaith and practice of the SokaGakkai results
in great benefits and good fortune: “Next, from
the aspect of the financial contributions we’ve
madeto Buddhism, the Soka Gakkai hasbeen
completely sincereindemondratingitsgratitude
andinmaking offeringsto protect theteachings.

“The Soka Gakkai was once sneered
atand criticized by the public as ‘a gathering of
the sick and the poor,” but in spite of that we
have pushed ahead with an unwavering
commitment to furthering kasen-rufu.

“Through our heartfelt financial
donations, we have contributed numerousfacilitiestothe
head temple, including the Sho-Hondo (Grand Main
Temple), whichisthe High Sanctuary of the Essential
Teaching called for by the Daishonin; the Daikyakuden
(Grand Reception Hall); the Daikodo (Grand Lecture
Hall); theDaikego (Great Transent Castle); and the So-
bo (lodging temples). We’ve also supported the
priesthood by building many temples, thereby establishing
thefirm foundation they enjoy today.

"
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“This degree of financial contribution, based on
our pure desire to achieve kosen-rufu, is absolutely
unprecedented in thehistory of Nichiren Buddhism.

“I proclaim for all to hear that if the teachings of
Buddhism aretrue, then the SokaGakka memberswho
have madethesefinancial contributionsare certainto
receive great benefits, pouring down upon them like
bright sunshine. Flowers of tremendousgood fortune
will surely bloom intheir lives.”

Themembersnodded in agreement and leaned
forward intently to hear what Shin’ichi would say next.

“The third reason is that the members of the
SokaGakkai have spared nothing in serving the Law,
whichisto say, in carrying out activitiesto introduce
others to Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism, a most vital
task inthelight of theteachings.

“During World War 11, when Japan was ruled
by amilitarist government, and in the turbulent times
following the country’s defeat, up through to the present,
we have striven courageously to sharethisBuddhism
with others despite continual persecution and abuse,
thereby advancing kosen-rufu. As aresult, in Japan
alone, several million member households are now
joyously practicing this Buddhism.”

Vigilant Safeguarding 22

Reflecting on the Soka Gakkai’s monumental progress
intheface of daunting trialsand tribulations over the
years, the members attending the New Year’s Gongyo
Meseting listened carefully to President Yamamoto.
“Today countless Bodhisattvas of the Earth are
emerging not only in Japan but around theworld, anda
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* solid foundation for global kosen-rufu has
- beenestablished.

“Our pioneering overseas members,
having many different languages, cultures,
; cugoms, andtraditions aredl srivingtirdessy
¢ to communicate our philosophy of peaceand
* happinessin each of their respective countries
and regions. Prominent world thinkers and
i, leedersareexpressing keeninterestinthe SGl,

and the number of thosewho appreciateand
¢ sympathizewith Buddhist idedlsisexpanding.

“On the basis of these facts alone, we
can say that the Soka Gakkai’s contributions
4 to the propagation of the Law are
incomparable. Those immense benefits,
| naturally, are passed on to all our members.”
The more Shin’ichi thought of the Soka
Gakkai’s outstanding contributions to kosen-rufu, the
moreconvinced hewasthat itsmemberswould al share
initsinfinitebenefitsand good fortune.

“The fact that Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism
hasbeenwiddy propagated throughout Japan and around
theworld through the efforts of the Soka Gakkai andis
becoming therising tideof anew ageisindisputableproof
that the members of the Soka Gakkai are carrying out
faith and practice in exact accord with the spirit of

Nichiren Daishonin.

“On this meaningful first day of the New Year, |
wishto declare herebefore the Joju Gohonzon installed
inthe SokaGakka Heedquarters, bearing theinscription,
‘For the Fulfillment of the Great Desire for Kosen-rufu
through the Compassi onate Propagation of the Great
Law,’ that the Buddhist faith and practice of the Soka
Gakkai isthesourceof thegreatest benefitsin theworld
andtheentireuniverse.

“Further, 1 want you to know that you have built
the foundation for receiving, and indeed deserve to
receive, thousands and tensof thousands of timesmore
benefit than what you’ve experienced so far. | bring these
New Year’s remarks to a close with my sincere wish
that in the coming year you will continueto advance
alongsidemewith ever-increasing courageaswestrive
for the sake of Buddhism, society, and the prosperity of
our families.”

Shin’ichi’s unshakable conviction awoke similar
convictionintheheartsof hislisteners. The applause of
all present, filled with determination, resounded
throughout thehall.



BUDDHIST CONCEPTS

Practicefor Oneself and
Others

"The bodhisattva's practice is one of ardent commitment to self-
development while also seeking to ease the suffering of others and
bring happiness and benefit to them."

ichiren Buddhism promisesthat
onecanatain Buddhahoodinthis
lifetime. But what doesit mean
to attain Buddhahood or enlightenment?

Shakyamuni, the historical founder of
Buddhism, becameknowninhistimeas
the Buddha because of hisability to un-
derstand people's sufferings, to show
them that they possessed the inner re-
sourcesto overcometheir problemsand
to awaken them to a greater vision of
themsdlvesand their possihilities. Histow-
ering character wasaprofound inspira-
tiontoall. Over time, however, theideal
of Buddhahood shown in Shakyamuni's
living example becameincreasingly ab-
stract and distant. An goparently unbridge-
able gap devel oped between the Buddha
and ordinary peopleasthe Buddhacame
to be seen asan otherworl dly being.

Whiletheaim of Shakyamuni'steach-
ing was, inthewordsof the Lotus Sutra,
to"makeadl beingsequal tome," in some
schoolsof Buddhism hebecameregarded
asaunique being, and the goa of reli-
gious practice becamethe attainment of
stagesof enlightenment lesscompletethan
that of Buddhahood. For others, Buddha-
hood cameto beviewed asan extremely
distant god requiringmany lifetimesof &f-
fort, something not within the capabilities
of all people.

InNichiren Buddhism, Buddhahoodis
not astatic end point of eventual attain-
ment--one doesnot becomeaBuddhaat
somefuturepointintime. Rether, thequali-
tiesof Buddhahood are seen asnaturally
inherentinall people. Buddhist practiceis
about manifesting thosequalities-which
could besummed up ascompassion, wis-
dom, courage and creative life-force--
amidst thechallenging realitiesof our or-
dinary lives, hereand now.

What enables peopleto manifest Bud-
dhahood with ever-greater consistency is
bodhisattva practice--practicefor oneself
and others. InMahayanaBuddhist sutras,
bodhi sattvasare disciples of theBuddha
who are described as having devoted
themsdlvesto Buddhist practice, learning
from and following the example of the
Buddha. Throughther individual practice
and experiencethey have devel oped vari-
ousmarvelous qualitiesand characteris-
ticswhich they employ to help peoplesuf-

fering from particular kindsof problems.
These qualities, and the bodhisattvas
themselves, aresymbolic of therich quali-
tiesof Buddhahood inherentinthelives
of all peopleaswell asthelimitlessvari-
ety of waysthat thiscan expressitself.

Thebodhisattvaspracticeisoneof ar-
dent commitment to self-devel opment
whilea so seeking to easethe suffering of
othersand bring happinessand benefit to
them.

Themode of thebodhisattva provides
apractical bridge between the abstract
ideal of Buddhahood and our mundane
lives Thisisbecause, ultimately, theway
of lifeof thebodhisattvaistheway of life
of theBuddhahimself.

TheBuddhaslifewasboth oneof con-
tinuous self-development and of rigorous
engagement with peopleand their prob-
lems. Thisengagement wasbased on a
deep conviction in the dignity of each
person'slife. A Buddhaisthus onewho
continually strivesto awaken peopleto
faithinther inherent capacity toovercome
any difficulty--to inspire people to use
challenges and suffering asaspringboard
todevelop thisstrength and attain anun-
shakablehappiness.

Ultimately, itisthrough our interactions
with others--through our effortsto help
othersand through thegood infl uences of
mentorsand friends--that weareableto
bring forth thelife condition of the Bud-
dha, to bring our livesinto thejoyful "or-
bit" of Buddhahood, as SGI President
Daisaku Ikedahasdescribed it: "Carry-
ing out actions for the sake of others
strengthens, developsand solidifiesthe
Buddhahood in our own life. When our
Buddhahood isstrengthened, wecanin-
spirepeoplesliveson an even profounder
level. Theroya path of our humanrevo-
lution liesin thisongoing process of de-
veloping ourselvesand helping othersdo
likewise"

Thebehavior of theBuddhaisitsdf the
practicefor becoming, or being, aBud-
dha.

[Courtesy October 2011 SGI Quarterly]

5G| President lkeda’s @f

Message
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3rRD Sok A GAK KAl HEADQUARTERS L EADERS M EETING

Write a “Wonderful Story”
That Will Endurefor All Timel

(SGI President Ikeda sent the following message to the 3rd Soka Gakkai
Headquarters Leaders Meeting of the New Era of Worldwide Kosen-rufu, held
in conjunction with the Nationwide Youth Division Leaders Meeting, the Soka
Group, Gajokai, and Byakuren Joint General Meeting, and the Nationwide Seikyo
Shimbun Correspondents General Meeting, at the Toda Memorial Auditorium
in Sugamo, Tokyo, on January 11, 2014. Among those attending were 127 SGI
representatives from 16 countriesand territories.)

Congratulationson thisHeadquarters
leadersmesting vibrantly heraldinga
new eraof Sokayouth!

My deepest appreciation tothe
members of the Soka Group, Gajokal,
and Byakuren (behind-the-scenes
support groups) in Japan and around the
worldfor al their dedicated efforts!

| am a so delighted that so many
new young adultsare attending today
[ahead of Coming-of-AgeDay, whichis
celebrated in Japan on January 13 this
year].

And thank you to our precious
futuredivison members!

| would also liketo expressmy
sinceregratitudetoal theadmirable
memberswho serveasvolunteer
correspondentsin each region
throughout Japan for the Seikyo
Shimbun, which is the people’s bastion
of the pen.

Findly, | wouldliketo warmly
wel comethevisiting SGI membersfrom
16 countriesand territorieswho have
traveled suchlong distancesto attend
today’s meeting at the coldest time of
theyear herein Japan.

*

Therearethreequotesfrom Nichiren
Daishoninthat | haveawaysengraved
inmy heart at the start of the New Year
sincethedaysof my youth, alongwitha
fresh personal determination.

The firstis: “You must not spend
your livesinvainand regret it for ten
thousand years to come” (WND-1,
622).

The second is: “Life is limited;
wemust not begrudgeit. What we
should ultimately aspiretoisthe Buddha
land” (WND-1, 214).

Our livesarefinite. Our timein
thisworld passes by beforewe know it,
oneyear quickly following another. That
iswhy | have been determined to strive
to thefullest each year, day after day,
wholeheartedly devoting my lifeto
realizing the great vow for kosen-rufu—
together with theeternal and
indestructibleMystic Law and my
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mentor who was selflessly committed to
spreading the correct teaching. That has
been my resolve from my youth, a
resolvethat remainsunchanged to this
day.

Thethird quotefrom Nichiren
Daishoninthat | haveengravedinmy
heart each New Year isapassagefrom
“Letter to the Brothers”: “Could there
ever beamorewonderful story[inall
future time] than your own?” (WND-1,
499). These werewords of praisefor
the Ikegami brotherswho, by uniting
together with courageousfaith, had
persevered steadfastly intheir Buddhist
practice, even whentheelder brother
was disowned by their father, who had
allowed himsdf tofall under the
influence of scheming priests hostileto
theDaishonin.

Inthisway, the Daishonin
assuresand encouragesusthat all our
present challenges, hardships, efforts,
victories, and our senseof fellowshipas
SGI members, will never fade—all
shining onglorioudly forever as
“wonderful stories” of our own lives.

*

Why do obstacles arisein the course of
our struggleto fulfill our vow for kosen-
rufu?Why areour lives, dedicated to
our mission, assailed by varioustrials?
Obstaclesandtrialsexist so that wecan
positively transform them, oneafter
another, based on the Buddhist principle
of changing poisoninto medicine, and
thereby attain the boundlessand
eternally indestructiblelife-state of
Buddhahood.

They also enableusto
demonstrate, not only tothoselivingin
the present but also those yet to come,
theresounding victoriesover all
adversity—whether in the form of
hardship, persecution, or negative
karma—that can unfailingly be achieved
by courageousindividuaswho uphold
the Mystic Law and dedicatetheir lives
to the noble cause of kosen-rufu.

In addition, they enableusto
continueimparting limitlesscourageand
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hopeto theworld far into the distant
future.

No matter how powerful or
wealthy aperson may be, they cannot
avoid theever-changingimpermanence
of thislife. No matter how learned or
intelligent aperson may be, they cannot
know what liesahead or predict the
futurewith certainty. Nor can they
ecapethefundamental sufferingsof
birth, aging, illness, and degth.

Howinfinitely profound,
therefore, arethekarmic tiesthat we of
the SGI shareasfellow memberswho
uphold thegreat vow for kosen-rufu
fromtimewithout beginning and
confidently show peopletheworld over
thepath of lifethat isimbued with
eternity, happiness, trueself, and purity
throughout thethree existences of past,
present, and future.

*

My mentor, second Soka Gakkal
president Josei Toda, envisioned thatin
the Buddhist scriptures of thefuture our
organization would bedescribed as
Soka Gakkai Buddha

From the perspective of our
momentousendeavor that will continue
oninto theeternal futureof the Latter
Day of theLaw, itisno exaggeration to
say that wearedtill intheearly,
pioneering days of worl dwide kosen-
rufu.

Having the courageto sharethe
Mystic Law with one person today,
teaching them about Nichiren Buddhism
to thebest of our ability, will produce
numberlessmultitudesof fellow
Bodhisattvas of the Earthin thefuture.

Havingtheunwavering
perseveranceto remain steadfastin faith
today, undefeated by even the most
inexpressiblecalamity, will brightly
illuminateaway forward for society in
thefuture.

Being solidly unitedin purpose
today, asweforge ahead with fellow
membersof rich diversity, encouraging
and supporting oneanocther, will builda
realm of truehuman harmony inthe
future.

And spending one’s youth
working with dedication and pridein
accord with one’s beliefs today will
open theway to successand victory in
lifefor millionsof young peopleinthe
future.

Chanting resonant daimoku that
is like “the sound of white horses
neighing” (cf. WND-1, 985-86), let’s
bring forth astrong and vigorouslife-
forceand together makethisahistoric
year—writing a “wonderful story” that
will be passed on and endurefor all
time!

Mayyouall behealthy
throughout the four seasons! Pleasetake
carenot to catch cold.

(Trandated from the January 12, 2014,

issue of the Seitkyo Shimbun, the Soka
Gakkai daily newspaper)
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Our Mission as
Bodhisattvas...
...... Continued from page4

Asthelight of thesun and moon
canbanish all obscurity and gloom,
sothis person ashe advancesthrough
theworld can wipeout the darkness
of living beings. (LSOC21, 318
[LS21, 276])

Mr. Makiguchi heavily underlined this
passagein hispersonal copy of theGosho.

TheBodhisattvasof theEartharea
sourceof great lightimparting courageand
srength. They warmly illuminatetheway
ahead for thosewalking through thenight
of londinessand anxiety. They wipeaway
people’s tears of despair and give hope
to them. They dispel the darkness of
ignorance and brighten people’s lives with
thelight of compassion and wisdom.

This reference to “the darkness of
living beings” is not something abstract.
Theimportant thing isto actually help
banish thedarknessof suffering shrouding
thelivesof individualsinour immediate
environment.

Reaching out to the personin front
of us engagingwiththem, givingthemhope
and couragefor living, and empowering
themtoattain happinessthroughtheir own
efforts—this is truly the definition of a
worldreligion. It ultimately comesdown
to whether or not the teaching has the
power torevitdizethelivesof individuals
rightinfront of us. The Daishoninwrites:
“Here asingle individual has been used as
an example, but the same thing applies
equallytoall living beings” (WND-2, 844).
The SGI hasbeen undertaking thiseffort
all aroundtheworld.

When the 19th-century Italian
thinker and revolutionary Giuseppe
Mazzini (1805-72) heard people say that
someonewasjust, hetested that dlaim by
asking: “How many souls are saved by
him?” Indeed, action for the sake of good
andthewelfare of othersiswhat defines
atruly just person. As Mazzini put it: “Itis
not enough that thought be grounded on
truth; the thinker’s life must visibly express
itin hisacts.”

Expanding the Network of
Bodhisattvas of the Earth
around theWorld

The renowned American journalist
Norman Cousins (1915-90), with whom

| engaged in adid ogue, said that simply
spesking of brotherlyloveand compassion
will not suffice; the crucial thing isto “reach
out and take hold of the onewho happens
to be nearest.”

The SGI movement has overcome
everyimaginable barrier—differences of
nationa boundariesand social systems, of
ethnicity and language, of ideology and
philosophical background; of gender and
age; of social class and standing. Its
members have also overcome barriers
created by illness, disabilities and all other
kinds of challenging circumstances.
Through sharing and encouraging one
another with the message that all,
irrespectiveof their present sufferingsor
hardships, havearight to become happy,
the SGI has spread abeautiful network
of Bodhisattvas of the Earth around the
globe.

Here, 1 would like to reconfirm the SGI’s
missonwithyou asfollows:

1. As an organization of
Bodhisattvas of the Earth
directly connected to Nichiren
Daishonin, the SGI will forever
be dedicated to realizing the
great vow for kosen-rufu and
work tirelessly for world peace
and the happinessof humanity.

2. With faith based on the spirit of
oneness of mentor and disciple
and the unity of “manyinbody; one
inmind,” the SGI will forever strive
to opentheway to thetriumph of
humenity.

3. Adtingwithaspirit of self-initiative
and respect for eachindividual,,
the SGI will forever illuminate
people’s lives and society with
thelight of courage and hope.

4. Sandingonthesdeof thepeople,
the SGI will forever champion
the welfare of the people and
advancetogether with them.

5. Transcending all forms of
discriminationand prejudice, the
Gl will forever soreaditsnetwork
of humanequdity.

A New AgeHas Now Come
Thepeth of humanism that wearewalking

stretches widely before us. No matter
when or wherewe begin our journey, the

pathiswaiting for us. Itisapath wecan
follow without hesitation or fear.
Thewarm and encouraging words
of thegreat American poet Walt Whitman
(1819-92) resound in my heart:

Camerado, | giveyou my hand!

| giveyou my lovemoreprecise
thanmoney,

1 giveyou mysdlf beforepreaching
orlaw;

Will yougivemeyoursgf?will you
cometravel withme?

Shall we stick by each other as
longaswelive?

Thegaze of theBodhisattvas of the
Earth in the Lotus Sutra, filled with
gratitude for theeternal tieslinking them
to their teacher Shakyamuni, isalways
directed toward thefuture, asisthegaze
of theBuddha. They are brimming with
the dynamism of “dancing forth” to take
partinthegreat sruggleof spreadingthe
Law.

Inhis “History and Conviction of the
Soka Gakkai,” Mr. Toda wrote: “In the
past seven hundred years, hasthere ever
been an organization like the Soka
Gakkai?. .. Thetimehasnow come. The
timehasnow comefor great propagation
[of the Law].”

Standing up now with fresh
determination and commitment as
Bodhisattvasof the Earth constitutes our
own personal challenge to “cast off the
transientand reveal the true,” a truly fitting
challenge aswe prepare to enter anew
eraof worldwidekosen-rufu.

All peopleinthedepthsof ther lives
are Bodhisattvas of the Earth, afact to
which they can be awakened through
contact with other Bodhisattvas of the
Earth.

My disciples, rise up and set forth
withfreshvitality and vigor to takeyour
placesonanew stagewhereyou will carry
out your human revolution.

Theworld of tomorrow iswaiting.
Humanity of thefutureiswaiting for the
great march of the Soka Bodhi sattvas of
theEarth.

Let your victory cheers, filled with
the supreme joy of a life dedicated to
kosen-rufu, resound proudly in the place
where you are and in every part of the
world, as we make our way together
toward ahumanistic century of peace.

(Translated from the November 2013
issueof theDaibyakurenge, themonthly
SokaGakkai study journal)

The Bodhisattvas of the Earth are a source of great light imparting courage

and strength. They warmly illuminate the way ahead for those walking through

the night of loneliness and anxiety. They wipe away people’s tears of despair

and give hope to them. They dispel the darkness of ignorance and brighten

people’s lives with the light of compassion and wisdom.
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SGI - South Afrlca Holds Meorlal Prayer
Meetings for Mandela and Participates in Day of
Reconciliation

On theevening of December 6,
following newsof thepassing of
former South African President
Nelson Mandela the previous
day, SGI-South Africa(SGI-SA)
held aprayer meeting at itsna-

tional centerin Johannesburg. @

On December 8, responding to
acall fromthe government for a
national day of prayer and reflec-
tionto remember Mr. Mandela,
SGI-SA held a second prayer
meeting. After the chanting of
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and the
offering of incense, participants
shared their thoughtsand memoriesof the
former president. Among thesewasan
SGI member, DouglasMyamya, whowas
imprisoned together with Mr. Manddaon
Robbendandandrecaled himurgingfd-
low inmatesto study and devel op them-
selveswhilein prison. A poetry reading
wasalso included, and participants sang
well-known Mandela-related songs.

SGI President Dai saku Ikedas statement
onthepassing of Mr. Mandelawasread
out and anaccount of therelation-
ship between the two was also
given. Mr. Ikeda and Mr.
Mandelamet twicein Tokyo, first
in October 1990, following Mr.
Mandela's release from prison,
when he visited Japan as vice
president of theAfrican National
Congress (ANC), and again in
1995 when Mr. Mandelavisited
Japan as president of South Af-
rica. Mr. Ikedassuggestion at the
initial mestingto devdlopahuman

Theprayer service provided an opportu-
nity to shareand unitein the deep sense
of appreciation for Mr. Mandelas con-
tributionsand the profound senseof loss
at hispassing.

On December 16, anational interfaith
prayer ceremony was held at Freedom
Park in Pretoriamarking the Day of Rec-
onciliation, anational public holidayin
SouthAfricapromoting reconciliationand
national unity. SGI-SA leaderswerein-
vited to represent South Africals Buddhist
community a theevent.

Theinterfaith prayer ceremony was at-

An SGI-SA member offers incense at a prayer
service for former South African President
Nelson Mandela

tended by Deputy President of SouthAf-

ricakgaemaMotlanthe, Minister of Arts
and Culture Paul Mashatileand the City
of Tshwane ExecutiveMayor Kgosientso
David Ramokgopa. SGI-SA General Di-
rector Loren Braithwaite Kaboshaand
several other SGI-SA members partici-
pated in the ceremony. Representatives
fromAfricantraditional religiouscommu-
nitiesaswell asfrom Christian, Jewish,
Hindu, Mudim, Rastafarian, Bah&i, and
HareKrishnafaithswerea so present.

SCGI-SA General Director Loren Braithwaite
i oo - Kabosha (left) with other SGI-SA members at
rightsexhibitionin Jepenhighlight- - e Reconciliation Day event on December 16
ing thestruggleof the South Afri-

can liberation movement wasthegenesis
of SGl'sinternational activitiesfor thepro-
motion of humanrightseducation.

The ceremony was held at Isivivane, a
sacred spacewithin Freedom Park that is
regarded asthe spiritual resting place of
thosewho died inthestruggleto liberate
SouthAfrica. Thevariousreigious|ead-
ersoffered prayersand brief messagesof

reconciliation. The SGI-SA representa-

tiveschanted Nam-myoho-renge-kyoand
read amessage recalling former South
African President Nelson Manddlasgrest
effortsfor national reconciliation and af -
firming thewill of ordinary SouthAfricans
to continuehislegecy.

[Adapted from reportsfrom SGI-South
Africa; photos courtesy of SGI-SA]

Soka Gakkai Headquarters Leaders Meetlng
Held in Okinawa

Part|C| pants at the meeting held in the grounds of the Soka Gakkai

Okinawa Training Center

On December 8, in conjunction with the
SokaGakkai OkinawaGeneral Mesting,
the second Soka Gakkai Headquarters
Leaders Meeting of the New Era of
Worldwide Kosen-rufu was held in the
grounds of the Soka Gakkai Okinawa
Training Center, aformer missilelaunch
ste.

Themestingwasstreamed livetothe Soka
International FriendshipHall in Sendagaya,
Tokyo, whereit wasviewed by some 127
SGI representativesfrom 28 countriesand
territorieswhowerein Japanfor SGl train-
ing sessons. It wasalso broadcast liveto
11 SokaGakkai centersaround Okinawa
Prefectureand someof itsoutlyingidands.

Induding thosewho viewed the meetings
by live link-ups, atotal of some 7,000
memberstook partinthemeeting.

SGlI President Ikeda sent a congratula-
tory messageto themeeting'sparticipants.
Inthe message he commended their ef-
fortsin all spheresof daily life, stating,
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The Eisa dance performance

"Everything beginswith the courageous
and nobledanceof human revolutionin
which each person strivesto maketheir
lifeshineitsbrightest inthe placewhere
they areright now"

Eisa

TheEisadanceperformance

Koyu Teruya, a Soka Gakkai member
who lives and works in Naha City,
Okinawa, shared hisexperience of how
he was ableto overcomefinancial and
health problemsthough faith. Other mem-
bersof hisfamily also described how they
drew on their Buddhist practiceto sur-
mount variouschallenges.

Soka Gakkai
Okinawayoung
women'sgroup
members per-
formed atradi-
tiona Okinawan
i Ryukyu dance
accompanied by
sanshin, three-
stringed guitar-
likeinstruments.
Young men's
group members
also performed
a traditional
Okinawan
dance called
Eisa

[Adapted from articlesin the December
10 and 13, 2013, issues of Seikyo
Shimbun, Soka Gakkai, Japan; photos
courtesy of Seikyo Shimbun]

TheNSGI Times



Boys, whose eyesalways sparklewith
inexhaustiblecuriosity and wonder,
regardless of theweather-rain, snow,
sunshineor sorms- areinvaluable
treasuresof thisearth. Ther liveliness
and vitality arelikethelifeforceof roots
which, after perseveringinthewinter
blizzards and snow, sprout and break
thecrust of theearth when spring
arrives.

TheFrenchwriter Jean Jacques
Rousseau (1712-1778), in hisfamous
immortal work, Emile, portraysaboy
who hasreached puberty:

As the roaring of the waves
precedes the tempest, so the
murmur of rising passions
announces this tumultuous
change; a suppressed
excitement warns us of the
approaching danger. Achange
of temper, frequent outbreaks
of anger, a perpetual stirring
of the mind, make the child
almost ungovernable. He
becomes deaf to the voice he
used to obey; heisalionin
fever; hedistrusts his keeper
and refusesto be controlled.

Asiswell-knownto many people, this
literary master piece portraysaboy,
Emile, who growsup withwhat
Rousseau defined asanideal education,
and thiswork isuniversally accepted as
apedagogical classic. But | think those
who are concerned about human beings
ingeneral, notjust thoseinvolvedin
education, should read thisbook at least
once.

Inany event, “alion in fever” isan
exquisiteand superb portrayal of aboy

In our times, children graduate from
junior high schools and enter senior

Ireasures
ofthe HHeart Bedimamd

The Treasures of the Heart

who hasjust reached the age of fifteen.
Inour times, children graduatefrom
junior high schoolsand enter senior high
schoolswhen they arearound the age of
fifteen. Itisavery important stage
because children becomeadultsaround
thistime. Rousseau termed thisstage
“the second birth,” and I suspect that it
isno easier today to educate children at
thisagethanitwasin hisday.

‘What, then, is the present situation for
young peoplein Japan?Do they have
good “doctors” who can cure their
“fever” athome and at school? This
“fever” is peculiar to adolescents who
havetremendousemotional upsand
downs,; arethey being led toward a
healthy coursewhich leadsto mature
growth?Regrettably | cannot offer a
positiveanswer. Thesedays| even
suspect that the Situationisworsenow
than ever before.

Particularly in recent years, school
violencehasbecomeextremely serious,
anditisshifting fromthesenior high
schoolsto thejunior high schools.
Moreover, theviolenceoccurringamong
pupilsisnow being directed even
againgt their teachers, and theincidents
of suchviolencearerapidlyincreasing. |
hear that, because of thisviolence, some
junior highschoolsevenfindit difficultto
conduct classesnormally.

Only ashort timeago, it wasonly the
collegesand universitiesthat calledin
uniformed policeofficersto subduethe
violenceon campus, but thesedays
even someof thejunior high schools
havebegun summoning thepolice.
Parentswho have children of thisage
must worry about yet another violence
problem, possibly in additionto theone
a home.

| mysdlf haveread
some of theon-the-

high schools when they are around the Snererotsand

age of fifteen. It is a very important
stage because children become adults
around this time. Rousseau termed
this stage ““the second birth,”

articlesfrom
violence-ravaged
schools, and one of
themostimpressive
insightsinto thecore
of thisproblemisone
writtenby a

Among the vast
President Ikeda

journdist. What he said in effect was:
“Today’s adults have become very
insengtiveto theinner aspectsof human
beings; the number of thoseadultswho
areextremdy enthusiastic about
developing theouter aspectsof their
childrenwhilenegligent about their inner
qualitiesis increasing.” This is a very
pendratinginsight.

Rousseau also stated in hisEmile:

Do you desire to stimulate and
nourish the first stirrings of
awakening sensibility inthe
heart of a young man ; do you
desiretoincline hisdisposition
towards kindly deed and
thoughts; do not cause the
seeds of pride, vanity and envy
to spring up in himthrough the
misleading picture of the
happiness of mankind; do not
show him, to begin with, the
pomp of courts, the pride of
palaces, the delights of
pageants; do not take himinto
society andinto brilliant
assemblies; do not show him
the outside of society till you
have made him capable of
estimating it at its true worth.
To show him the world before
heisacquainted with men, is
not to train him, but to corrupt
him; not to teach, but to
misead.

“To be acquainted
withmen”is, as |
understand it, to pay
attentiontotheinner
qualitiesof human
beingsand establish
one’s self- identity. This is
themost important factor for
thegrowth of children. If adults
forget thispoint and makefrantic
effortstoget their childreninto theso-
cdled ditist groups, they aremost likely
to create only arrogant and incomplete
human beingswho areinsensitivetothe
mindsand fedlingsof other people.
Indeed, children aretheclear mirrors
which reflect their parentsand society at
large

Around thetime Shakyamuni Buddha
preached at the JetavanaMonastery in
ancient India, there existed amanwho
was stupid. Oneday, hismaster ordered
him to take charge of themansion during
hisabsence, telling him towatch not
only the gate but al so the donkey of the
house. However, onthevery day the
master was out, aconcert happened to
take place next door. He could not
resist thetemptation of listeningtothe
concert, so hedismantled thegate,
bound it on the donkey’s back, possibly
tiedtheanimal to apillar and then went
next door. Whilehewas away, the
mansionwasentered into, and all the
furniturewas stolen. Needlessto say,
when themaster returned home, the
poor man was severely scolded.

Thisisanallegory mentionedina
Buddhist scripture, but thefolly of aman
whoforgot the essential purpose of
watching thegateisnot completely
separated from the present educational
situation. What isthegoal of education
and what isthe purpose of learning?It
seemsto methat those childrenwho are
ontherampagearetacitly remondrating
with our contemporary society whichis
negligent about the essential meaning of
learning and education.

Nichiren Daishonin statesin oneof his
writings: “More valuable than the
treasuresin astorehousearethe
treasures of thebody, and the
treasuresof the heart arethe
most valuable of all.” By
“treasures of the heart”
Nichiren Daishonin
meansthe
upreme
vaueinherent
withinthelife
of human
beings. Nowis
thetimeweneed to
realize, though belatedly,
the  confusionof our contemporary
civilization, which haspursued the
betterment of only the outer aspects of
thehuman being. Only this
understanding will enableusto blazethe
path along which “a lion in fever” can
become cured and grow to beas gallant
astheking of beasts.
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