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BUDDHIST CONCEPTS
The Eternity of Life

Opening a New Era of

Kosenrufu Together
Nothing Surpasses the Power of
Earnest Prayer

When we talk about Buddhism with

our friends, we are planting and

. ... nurturing seeds of happiness in their
Seeds of the Mystic Law Will ;o5 as?/vell as in our own. Letmake

Blossom as Benefit every effort to engage in conversatig
with one person after another

/ These seeds planted through

sincere and courageous efforts will

produce beautiful flowers and fruit of

benefit beyond anything we can

Erom “Cloth for a Robe| imagine, bringing both our own lives

and an Unlined Robe” (WND-2, 602). and othergo shine brilliantly
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Even one seed, when planted,

AdvancingWorldwide n3
multiplies.
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The Fire of Enlightened

Wisdom

Part 1—The United States,

Canada, and Brazil
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Bring Forth Your Precious Youthfui Potential

Youth is the courage to take on aniichiren Daishonin offers the followingyouthful creative energy to flow forth in
challenge. Indeed, the jdylifilment,and  allegory: your families, workplaces, and
pride of youth can be found in bravely communities.

challenging lifes difficulties. Therefore, Suppose, for example, that there are My mentor second Soka Gakkai
those who are always ready for a tenpersons all of whom have treasurgsesident Jos€foda, always warmly
challenge are youthful, no matter whattheir piled up in their respective storehouseencouraged sincere members who were
age. But, being unaware that they have sudtruggling with difficulties, telling them:

WaltWhitman (1819-92), poet  treasures in their storehouses, they ahéou have definitely been born into this
of theAmerican Renaissance, once said on the point of starving to death omorld with a mission to fulfill.” He would
toayoung friend: “I try and try and try  dying of the coldAmong these ten, also say: “Yu were born here as
again, and then try all over if necessary however there is one clever persorBodhisattvas of the Earth based on your
until the approvable resultis secured.”  who awakens to the true situation. Thewn wish and vow to realize kosen-rufuof Buddhism.”

We of the Soka familyipholding other nine are utterly unable to do saf you can squarely accept that, you will The noble members of the Many
the vow for kosen-rufu, continue to and must be enlightened by the clevése able to realize boundless good forturfeeasures Group cannot help but envelop
challenge ourselves dauntlessly day after person. . .. (WND-2, 84) and benefit.” everyone in the fragrant breeze of eteynity
day, while warmly supporting and Awomens division member from happiness, true self, and purity that
encouraging one another The treasures in the storehouste pioneering days of our movemergmanates from the magnificent treasure

I hope that our youth divisioncorrespond to the Buddha nature, thexperienced the air raids\wbrldWar Il - towers of their lives.
members, as well as our merand supremely noble potential that all peopl&hen she lived in Kochi, Shikoku. She My youthful successors, joining
womens division members, will all join inherently possesdwakening to this inner joined the Soka Gakkai after the wahands with your fellow members around
together with bright energy and cheer teasure, the wise person takes actionaenid a life of great difficulty and privation.the world who share the great vow for
enact a joyous drama of youthfuhelp others do the same. Such action$he laughed off the scorn and abuse thatsen-rufu—a vast network of like-
challenge as Bodhisattvas of the Earththe heart of Buddhism. people in society directed at the Gakkaninded friends spanning 192 countries

There are many obstacles and in those dayaNith the motto “You cant  and territories—please strive ceaselessly
barriers in society that rob young people * succeed if you dottry,” she pursued herto help all humanity reveal the supreme
of their relaxed confidence and studies despite economic hardship am@&asure of their lives.
discourage them from taking on newrhrough chanting Nam-myoho-rengeeventually became a school teacher

challenges. But please don’t lekyo and bringing forth the preciousShining as a sun of humanistic education,

yourselves be defeated. potential within them, each of our youttshe is now in her 70s. She continues to
What is the most preciousdivision members is striving to make botlactively talk to people about Buddhism,

treasure, the most reliable driving forcéheir own lives and those of others shindetermined to keep working alongside the

Win victory after victory!

The power of the Buddha
resides in the great life state
of those who have vowed

to dedicate their lives to kosen-
SGI's movement of human revolution. - She says: “No matter what people are like rufu.
| hope you will share the greatat present, they can change. I'm not afraid
* philosophy of Nichiren Buddhism with asof others’ negative reactions. That i§Translated from the June 2014 issue of
many other young people as you can, abécause | can hear the true voice withibaibyakuenge the Soka Gakkai study
In “The Doctrine of Three Thousandogether confidently achieve lives of hopehem—the voice of the heart that longjgurnal)
Realms in a Single Moment of Life,"fulfillment, and success. Thatwill also bringor happiness and yearns for the teachings

for the future of humanity? Itis vibranttheir brightest. This is the essence of thguth and for the happiness of the youth.
young lives.
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SGI President |keda Encouragement

Opening a New €ra of
Hosen-rufu Together
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(6) Nothing Surpasses the Power of Eamest (7) The Noble Vow to Strive for Kosen-rufu

Prayer
am delighted to see the wonderfukad joyful lives of great victory! would like to once again express mives.
I efforts you are making as leaders | pray that you will take good careI deepest appreciation to all of you, our Nichiren Buddhism is a teaching

following in my footstepsYou are of yourselves each dago that you can B admirable uncrowned heroes whthat allows the ordinary people, long
strongly united in faith. Therefore, | havesontinue to enjoy long, healtHulfilling  deliver theSeikyo Shimbute our homes downtrodden and oppressed, to shine
every confidence that you will blaze nevives. every morning, even on snowy days. with unsurpassed greatness and dignity
trails for our movement. I am praying earnestly for your There is no more honorable or

What matters is that we keep * health and absolute safety eachday hope-filled gathering than the SGI.

advancing kosen-rufu, that we foster
capable people, and that all our membefhiere are also members who are * *

become happfoward that end, letwin  struggling withllness. In one of his writings,
through all with deep and earnest pray#lichiren Daishonin fiercely admonishes th
to the Gohonzon. devil of iliness for attacking a beloved
As leaders, | hope you willdisciple (cf.WND-1, 1109). The
sincerely praise and encourage your felloimportant thing is not to let your spirit be
members, who are infinitely precious, andefeated. Because all of you are strivin
joyfully advance together in harmony  for kosen-rufu, the heavenly deities ar
certain to protect you.
* Everything definitely has meaning.
Having to deal with great struggles an
There are many noble pioneer membetballenges allows us to grow and make
who, while surmounting one struggle aftet possible for us to attain Buddhahooc
another have made incredibleThe power of the Mystic Law enables u
contributions to the development ofo change poison into medicine.
kosen-rufu since the early days of our No matter what happens, the
movement. important thing is not to be swayed, bu
Members of the ManJreasures to always continue chanting to the
Group, | truly thank you for your long year$30honzon without retreating a single step.
of dedicated effort that shine as a brilliarit’s vital that we break through our
testimony to your strong faith andproblems and proudly live out our lives irFebruary 16 is the birthday of Nichirefuddhism shines in our behavior as human
commitment! | am always thinking of youa way that is true to ourselves, regardleBamishonin. The Daishonin was proud teeings. Those who chant with a deep

my dear friends, and in my heart shakingf what others say or do. have been born among the ordinarayer for kosen-rufu can turn everyday
hands with each one of you. Faith in the Mystic Law means topeople, openly declaring that he was “tHBteractions into opportunities for
Nichiren Daishonin writes: “There live with eternal hope. son of acommoner” (WND-1, 1006) an§onnecting others to the Daishorsin’
is no true happiness . . . other than _ “the son of a chandala family” (WND-1,Buddhism.
chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo»{ ansiated from the February 9, 2014, issue ofthgg ) 1o cherished a fervent wish for the In a letter to his disciple Shijo
(WND-1, 681).You possess in your-'Y° Stimbuthe Soka Gakkaidaily newspaperl, o ;055 of the ordinary peopld<ingo, the Daishonin writes: “Live so that
hearts a happiness that fame and fortune proclaiming that the sufferings of all living?! the people of Kamakura will say in your
can never bring. ¢ 1 beings are “Nichiress’ own suferings” praise that [S_hl]o Klngp] is dlllgent.ln the
Let's continue to chant Nam \ (OTT, 138). service of his lord, in the service of

Buddhism, and in his concern for other

myoho-renge-kyo, strive togethand "By *"Illl'l'ﬂl.l"ﬂ - How infinitely noble is the

e ; e f people” (WND-1, 851). Become
N o 1 Daishonins inner state of beingimong "~ ' : h

: '_ i g the virtues mostillustrative of this, Nichikaﬁnd“"d.m’“S v¥1hose effo(rjts ": theér wc;_rk_?nd
No matter what devation fo fhes Al Shonin (1665-1726), who is known as 3 Society Whose conduct and activities

happens, the important great restorer of the Daishonan' e 5 Membes A0CHHO%E SO LI07S
4 Buddhism, lists the Daishonshoble ty !

thing is not to be of the Lot : y;icig:nc,or::rgli:amc;?passion. and nob%ﬁsﬂrgsso?’tzg%g&?reme boundless
swayed, but to always Sufrir, we ’ : I hope you will challenge

The great vow to strive, . seiesinyour human revolution, so

continue chanting to  FECURIES 0 wholeheartedly and unflaggingly for thé v\, can become people whowin trust
. bt - Fgae | cause of kosen-rufu is the essence ; ,

the Gohonzon without ~ FIMET T m'.i‘ Nichiren Buddhism. ﬂ?ﬁsﬁpem in the chosen feld ofyour

retreating a single step. ur {ies. * As heirs to the Daishonis’

teaChlngS’ exemng ourselves with this Sa!ﬂ?anslated from the February 16, 2014, issue of the
vow, we are also able to lead truIy nOblgeikyo Shimbunthe Soka Gakkai daily newspaper)
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Commemorating the start of a new era in the movement for worldwide kosen-rufu, the Soka Gakkai monthly studajbyakaienge,
has intoduced a special tee-pat series fom Januay 2014 titled, “Advancing Wfldwide Kosen-ufu though One-on-One Interactions.”
This series chanicles, though the testimonials of individual members, how kosénegan and developed in each courand
territory with SGI Pesident Ikeda’ encouragement of each person he encoeniterhe first installment focuses on toand South
America; the second\sia; and the thul, Eulope andAfrica.

:-;:.;,.’ M Advanclng Worldwide Kose

N,

\f rnugh ’

Part 1—The United Sates, Canada, and Brazil

The mento's grand vision is actualized At the time when the youth division

through the disciples’ efforts. Disciplesvas established, Presidefdda had

who internalize their mentarcall as their already entrusted his grand vision to

own personal vow make itareality — Daisaku Ikeda, who did not forget a single
The 7thYoung Mens$ Division word of what he said.

General Meeting was held atthe Nihon  The time is of the utmost

UniversityAuditorium in Rrogoku,Tokyo,  importance. GenerAtministrator Ikeda

a short time before the publication of On October 1, he departed from
Presidentodas editorial “Youth, Be Chicago and arrived at the airport in
Patriotic!” [in October 1954]. It was Toronto, Canad#t the time, there were
clear that, in the same spirit a®o known members in Canada.
President Toda, General While President Ikeda and his party
Administrator Ikeda was boldly were awaiting the arrival of their rental,car
moving ahead with a visionayoungwoman approached them.

on December 7, 1958. There, Presideid been waiting for and creating the right
Ikeda, who was then the Soka Gakké&ime. Now that the goal of 100,000 young

encompassing the entire world.

general administratpdeclared: “Let us men’'s division members had been *

report to Presidefibda that, through ourreached, he wanted to impress upon them

“Are you Soka Gakkai members?”

she asked.

One of the group responded in the

affirmative, and inquired whether she was

united efforts, we have achieved the gotile true significance of his merigwords: A former staff member of the Overseaa member
of 100,000 young men’division “The Soka Gakka$ mission is to bring Affairs Section, which had been
members that he entrusted to us!” happiness to the people of Japan, as wedltablished within Soka Gakkai

This goal had been announced bys
second Soka Gakkai President Joeda

toAsia and the entire world!”
Worldwide kosen-rufuThe eyes of the number of womesidivision members

“No, I'm not,” she replied.
The group waited curiously for what

Headquarters in July 1960, recalls: “Ashe might say next.

“My mother, who lives in Japan, is

in his October 1954 editorial in the Sokall listening shone with excitement at thiwho married U.S. soldiers and othea Soka Gakkai memheand she asked

Gakkai study journaDaibyakuenge, dream for the future.

titled “Youth, Be Patriotic!” He had
written: “Once 100,000 young men have
gathered, then clearer than light, it will be
possible to bring happiness to those
suffering throughout the land!”

From that time on, the young men’
division members engraved those words
in their hearts, and many were able to
recite them from memornyNow, the
realization of that dream had been
announced. The 35,000 young men
attending the general meeting were
overcome with joy

Touching on the profound
significance of their mentts vision,
Generahdministrator Ikeda continued:
“Presidenffoda said: ‘Things will be very
exciting once we have 100,000 young
men’s division members. | carwait to
see what they will accomplish.” These
words have profound meaning. Let us do
our utmost to understand his true intent
and actualize it without fail.”

What was MrTodas intent that
they needed to understand and actualize
without fail?

GeneralAdministrator Ikeda
continued: “At the meeting where the
youth division was established, which was
held at the old Soka Gakkai
Headquarters imokyo’s Nishi-Kanda,
Presidentoda said: ‘Of course we must
carry out kosen-rufu in Japan, but the
Daishonin also instructed us to carry out
kosen-rufu inAsia, and to realize
happiness for people throughout world.
Please never forget this.™”

civilian employees in the U.S. militaryme to come and welcome you at the

increased, President Ikeda made &rport.”

Akira Kuroyanagi (Soka Gakkai concerted effort to speak with each one

President Ikeda smiled and said:

ward advisor): I'll never forget the of them, listen to their situations andThank you so much for coming to greet
firsttime | heard President Ikeda, theproblems, and warmly encourage themus. | am the president, Daisaku lkeda.

general administratptalk about
worldwide kosen-rufu. It was duringthemes of advice. He advised them to

“He offered them all some commonVhat's your name?”

his remarks at the 7#oung Mens understand that customs overseas were Elizabeth Izumi (SGI-Canada

Division General Meeting. different from those in Japan; to cooperate

We were all quite familiar with and get along with their husbands—maost
Presidenfoda’s use of the phraseofwhom did not share their Buddhist faith;
“kosen-rufu inAsia,” which we took to not force their religion on their husbands
as our goaMVe had even composedand children; to make friends with people
a song, the “Song of Kosen-rufu ithey could talk with and share their
Asia.” Also, in his writing “On feelings; and to be patient, saying that by
Reprimanding Hachiman,” thetaking time to build friendships with others,
Daishonin says: “The sun rises in thiaey would eventually have the opportunity
east, an auspicious sign of how thie talk with them about Buddhism. He also
Buddhism of Japan is destined tsaid that they should remember that faith
return to the Land of the Moorequals daily life.”
[India]” (WND-2, 936).We all had President lkeda did his best to
a conceptual understanding of thensure that these women didn't feel lonely
westward transmission of Buddhisnr isolated in their new lives oversess.
or kosen-rufu irsia. he has said: “It is extremely difficult to

At the time, howevemwe maintain faith completely alone,” and

were fully engaged in our struggle fofAlone, we may tend to succumb to
kosen-rufu in Japan, so kosen-rufweakness, laziness, and timidity
inAsiaremained a vague abstraction It is important to forge human
for us.Then, Generddministrator relationships based on warm care and
Ikeda presented us with the idea dfiendship. Our ties with others are the
worldwide kosen-rufu. lifeline of worldwide kosen-rufu.

I was later further surprised to
learn that, in a diary entry he made in *
1954, President Ikeda had written:
“Must enable them [youth divisionOn October 2, 1960, President Ikeda set
members] to someday become actiferth on his first overseas trip, visiting
on the grand stage of world affairszountries in North and Soumerica.
not [just] Japan.” This entry was dated

3

executive advisor):It was a fine
autumn daywith the beautiful fall
foliage vivid against the clear blue sky
But to tell the truth, | didn’t want to
go to the airport that daywasnt a
member then, and | was seven
months pregnant and had not been
feeling well since daybreak. My
mothets airmail letter asking me to
go to the airport had only arrived that
morning, so it was all quite sudden as
well. I had an unfavorable impression
of the Soka Gakkai from my motfeer
talk of such Buddhist concepts as
“punishment and reward,” and | was
a little anxious that if | greeted the
visitors at the airport they would try
to force me to become a member
the same time, | didn’t want to
disappoint my mother by ignoring her
request, so | took a taxi to the airport.
I’'m sure my mother was earnestly
chanting in Japan.

| was very happy to hear
President Ikeda say right off that he
was certain my mother must be a very
kind and admirable person to ask her
daughter to greet a party of strangers
at the airport, and he thanked her
sincerelyWe only spoke brieflybut

The NSGITimes



I sensed his warmth and kindness, and
| felt | understood why my mother
was practicing the Daishonsy’
Buddhism with the Soka Gakkai.
President Ikeda encouraged me to try
chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo if | *
was ever facing any trouble or
problem. | replied that | would. President Ikeda often tells members things
President Ikeda and hidike: “Iwill never forget you.” I will always
traveling companions offered to takeemember you.” “I will remember you
me back home in the car that theforever” He does his utmost to never
had rented. He also said that wheflorget his encounters with people. He
he returned to Japan he would tell mstrives to remember their struggles, their
mother that he had seen me and theicerity their dificulties, and the
| looked well. Laterl heard that he courageous way they have stood up in
had expressed his deep gratitude taith, and to express his gratitude toward
my mother at the Soka Gakkaeach and every one. This has been his
Headquarters. | was touched by hisnchanging attitude since his youth.
sincerity This first encounter with In his diary as a young man, he
President Ikeda became a treasuredote: “[My fellow members] have truly
memory fought along with me. | am forever
About 18 months after ourindebted to them. Those faces, those
meeting, | started practicing. | hageople and their accomplishments will
been suffering from severe allergiesprever be illuminated by the light of the
perhaps because the Canadiavystic Law | will never foget them.”
climate didnt agree with meAnd | “I will never forget them”—that in
also underwent a few operationdtselfis wonderful encouragement.
Encouraged by my memory of
President Ikeda’ warm character *
and his advice to chant daimoku if
facing a problem, | joined the SokaDn October 23, 1960, a historic
Gakkai on my mothés birthdayShe  discussion meeting was held in the Sun
was overjoyed to the point of tearsBuilding in LosAngeles'Little Tokyo. It
was attended by President Ikeda and saw

Looking back, that day was the
moment when | first resolved to
dedicate myself to kosen-rufu in
Canada.

to now?” | thought. “I'm the one who
has done all the work!”

As | listened to the leadership
appointments, | tried to control
myself, but when President Ikeda
called me forward and my eyes met
Mrs. Takakuwas, | felt my heart say
“No!” and | was unable to shake her
hand.

President Ikeda smiled and
said to a womes'division leader
from Japan accompanying him,
“Please talk to her lat@rbefore
carrying on with the discussion
meeting.

I was so sad and jealous that |
didn’t sleep a wink that night.
Recalling the events of the discussion
meeting, | chanted daimoku.
Gradually | saw what was going on
inside me. Why did | have such a
negative reaction? | realized it was

those words in my heart and did
everything in my power to build a
harmonious organization.

In October 1980, when
President Ikeda visited the SGI-USA
World Culture Center in Santa
Monica for the first time, | was one
of the event staff greeting people at
the entrance car stopped, the door
opened, and he stepped out. He
walked right up to me and said,
“Congratulations! Congratulations!”
“Y ouwon!You have won!” | felt from
the bottom of my heart that he knew
that | had done my best based on the
encouragement he had given me at
the airport 20 years earliéte kept
repeating, “6u really worked hard!”
| couldnt hold back my tears of joy

*

because | wanted to look importanKnowing that someone understands and
Atthe same time, | remembered thaccepts you can be extremely
at the meeting President Ikeda haghcouraging.
introduced me as the individual who Everyone has faults. Everyone has
had done so much as a key figurghortcomings that, no matter how much
among the women. He knew abouithers may point them out, are not easy
my efforts! He knew how hard | hadto overcome With that awareness,
worked! | couldn’t hold back my President Ikeda continues to watch
tears. | was so ashamed. | chanteearmly over others. He sees the bestin
daimoku, filled with the need topeople and believes wholeheartedly in
apologize to him. their goodness. His words expressing such
trust never fail to move peophearts.

the establishment of Léggeles Chapter * They become a source of hope and
* the first Soka Gakkai chapter formed in courage that inspire others to action and
the United States. Leadershi®n October 24, the day after th@rovide them with the strength to remain
In November 1964, Elizabeth Izumiappointments for the chapter and its sestablishment of Lo&ngeles Chapter steadfast in faith. His words enable people
returned to Japan briefly with her husbandistricts were also announced. President Ikeda was to return to Japaio.tap into the full and rich diversity of their
who was on a business trip, and attended  During the meeting, President Iked&8Vhen he and those traveling with hinfives embodied in the principle of “cherry
alocal discussion meetidgreporter from looked at Grac@akakuwa, who had beerarrived at the La&ngeles airport shortly plum, peach, and damson blossoms.”
the Soka Gakkai newspap8eikyo appointed chapter womendivision after 11:00 a.m., several members were  In The Visdom of the Lotus Sutra,
Shimbunhappened to be presentieaderand Kazue Elliot, who had beerthere waiting to see them off. The groupresident Ikeda says: “It seems that the
Knowing the story of the woman who hadnhade a district leadeand said to them: conversed in a friendly manner whilewareness that someone loves and cares
greeted President Ikeda and his party ‘@®lease work together harmoniously ~ President lkeda, sitting on a sofa in thabout us unconditionally gives us the will
the airport inToronto, the reporter He then added: “Please shakairport lobby inscribed messages ofolive.”
immediately asked if he could interviewhands. It will reassure everyone.” encouragement in books and notebooks  In addition, in the novélhe New
her. Several days latea small article The two women stood up, and Mrshanded to him by the members. Human Revolutiorhe writes: “Having
about Mrs. Izumi appeared in tBeikyo Takakuwa extended her hand. Mrs. Elliot, Kazue Elliot stood at the back osomeone who knows how hard you are
Shimbun. howeverwould not shake it. the groupWaiting for a brief pause intrying gives you courage. There is no
President |keda’ encouragement ofgreater encouragement than being
Elizabeth Izumi: To my surprise, Kazue Elliot (SGI-USA Many members, she called out: “Presidemécognized for that effort.”
President Ikeda, who had read the Treasures womens$ division Ikeda!”
article, invited me and my motherto  leader, women’s senioradvisor): President lkeda looked in her *

the Soka Gakkai HeadquarteAs.
we were waiting in the lobbye
appeared. Just seeing him
approaching, | was overwhelmed
with emotion. He bowed deeply to
us and thanked us sincerely
Addressing my daughtevhom | had
brought with us, he said, ©ar
mother was pregnant with you when
I met herwasnt she?You're so big
now!You're very cute.” He then gave
me encouragement about my
husband, who was not yet a member
and said warmly: “There is no need
to force your faith on your husband.
Be a good wife and moth#&iou can
teach him about your Buddhist faith
through your daily example.” | felt
gratitude rising up within my heart,
and in the depths of my being | made
a determination to work for kosen-
rufu alongside President Ikeda for the
rest of my life.
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Whenever | remember that day | fealirection and said, “Mrs. Elliot, please
embarrassed and ashamed. come here.” On January 13, 1963, President lkeda
Before LosAngeles Chapter “I'm so sorry!” she blurted out.  arrived in Newyork from LosAngeles.
was established, | was striving my “So, you figured it out?” Some 50 members were waiting at the
hardest to bring together members ~ “Yes,” she said, tears streamingirport to greet him. Scheduled that
living in LosAngeles, even though Idown her cheeks. evening was thAmerica East General
didn't have a phone, a ¢aor the President lkeda called chapteMeeting, which would also be the
ability to speak English. | would gowomens division leader Gradekakuwa inaugural meeting for NeMork Chapter
to places where Japanese peopbeer and said to the two of them: “Pleastmong the welcoming party at the airport
gathered, even to the airport, and askork together harmoniouslyou are wasTomiyaAkiyama (now deceased),
if they were Soka Gakkai memberswithout a doubt sisters from the remoterho was going to be appointed the new
Sometimes | would even go to homesast.” chapter mes'division leadeHis meeting
where | knew Japanese peoplelived ~ The women looked at one anothewith President Ikeda turned into a kind of
and ask. | eventually found about 1@nd nodded. interview for the position.
members, and broughtthemtogether ~ Then, President |keda added:
for discussion meetings. “Please build the most harmonious chapter Eiko Akiyama (SGI general
I had put so much hard workin the world.” women’s leader):l didn’t think my

and effort into building the
organization in LodngelesAnd then
someone completely unknown was
appointed chapter womerdivision
leader“What has she ever done up

husbandomiya was the right choice
Kazue Elliot: At the airport where | for chapter mes'division leadeiHe
saw President Ikeda off, he wrote the ~ worked for a trading company and
words “brave and vigorous exertion”

f .F that d , | etched .
orme. Fromthatdayon, tetched Continued on page 10



@l‘!g Ngw Volume 24, Chapter 2

Wigilant Safeguarding

Human Reuolution

SGT President Thada's ongodng novel The New Hioman Bgvolution, which ke Segan writding in 1993, istorizal progress of e
Sokg El}'.:}:;i'p'_fbﬂhﬂiu*l &is fmamgpuration ax its r.'iir.-l"‘uruﬂﬁrr.t. as well ax recordy the modem dewelopment of the Sokg i and tie SG.
Tt aleo sevves ax a practical guide on fow to further epend our movement for Kpeen-rufu fackieving peace and Bappiness for all people)

“He further writes: ‘From the time the Soka Gakkai is illuminated by there the eternal disciples, the original
that I was born until todayhave never beneficial power of the Buddha and théllowers, of the Daishonin, we have
known a momens ease; | have thought.aw embodied in the Gohonzon angbyfully taken our place on the grand stage

oy b only of propagating the daimoku of thectivated through the good fortune andf kosen-rufu in the Latter Day of the Law

- Ty -"i Lotus Sutra [Nam-myoho-renge-kyo]blessings deriving from the power of faitWWe have a profound mission and are
"-E.#-'h"-\\ > .'h (WND-1, 965). and practice of these two greadirectly connected with the Daishonin.
R R ek il ] “Those who, in the same spiritpredecessors. When we truly take on problems and
. dedicate their life to the mission of kosen- “The Daishonin is also declaring inchallenges, chant daimoku, and make

i : rufu, exert themselves in their Buddhigthis passage that since we arefforts based on a great sense of
m practice with all their being, and strive wittBodhisattvas of the Earth, we are als@sponsibility for kosen-rufu, the life-state
a sense of responsibility for our movementjithout question ‘disciples of Shakyamundf Buddhahood of Nam-myoho-renge-

Vigilant Safeguarding 45 are true disciples of the Daishonin anBuddha from the remotest past’ (cfkyo embodied by Nichiren Daishonin
Bodhisattvas of the Earth. It would be aW/ND-1, 385).” cannot fail to manifest itself in our lives.

ShirichiYamamota lecture reached the@ffront to the Daishonin to merely give lip In terms of the surface meaning “Even during times in my own life

passage: “If you are of the same mind &£vice to this spirit or take action out off the essential teaching of the Lotus Sutrathen there was no one to turn to for help

Nichiren, you must be a Bodhisattva oformality alone. this means disciples of Shakyamurand I had to advance courageously on my

the EarthAnd if you are a Bodhisattva of “Founding Soka GakkaiBuddhawhois the lord of teachings, bugwn, | held fast to this belief.”

the Earth, there is not the S"ghtestdou@residenﬂ'sunesaburo Makiguchi wasn terms of the teaching hidden in the Shin’ichi had the firm conviction,

that you have been a disciple ofledicated to propagating the Laaven depths of the sutra, it means disciples ef unassailable as Mount Fuji, that the

Shakyamuni Buddha from the remotét the cost of his life. Second presidetie Buddha of time without beginning, oSoka Gakkai had always followed the path

past” (WND-1, 385). JoseiToda, too, strove tirelessly for koserthe Buddha of the Latter Day of the Lawof faith directly connected to the
Shirvichi explained: “The same rufu with ‘the same mind as Nichiren, Nichiren Daishonin. Daishonin.

mind as Nichiren’ means the same heaf€voting himself without begrudging his Shin‘ichi continued: “Because we

and spirit as the Daishonin. life. The tradition of Buddhist practice inare Bodhisattvas of the Earth, because we

wholeheartedly chanting to realize our vowows to overcome that illness in order tyve are able to manifest our innate
of bringing happiness to all around us fain the strength and life force to freelyBuddhahood. This is a revolution of our
important. Strictly speaking, daimokitake action for kosen-rufu andstate of life, and it makes possible a
4 "= chanted without that vow is not thelemonstrate the power of their Buddhigdiramatic transformation of our karma.
A -‘h daimoku of the Bodhisattvas of the Earthpractice to others, that vow will bring forth In addition, when we chant and
i The bodhisattva vow brims withimmense strength to overcome that llnesstrive to promote Buddhism and succeed
the Buddhas life force, enabling one to Chanting daimoku of coursein ourstruggles for the sake of kosen-rufu,
l triumph over devilish functions. results in benefit. But when the prayer “We are already manifesting the life-state
Shin’ichi wanted every singlewant to overcome my illness” is infused?f the Bodhisattvas of the Earth. Through
member to experience great benefits. hdth a deep sense of mission, wéracticing this wayeach individual is able
wanted them to overcome all forms oxperience a fundamental transformatiofp 0vercome and solve their respective
suffering such as illiness and poveetgd  within our lives, within our state of being, Personal problems.
o ) become happyThe vow to achieveand that vow triggering a powerful When the bright sun of the life-
Shin‘ichi delved deeper into the tru€,sen_rufy is the key to fulfilling suchmomentum to change our karma. Wheptate of the Bodhisattvas of the Earth rises
nature of the Bodhisattvas of the Earthy ayers, we chant in earnest based on a vow Within, the darkness of sufferings is
“The essential characteristic of a We all have various problems andchieve kosen-rufu, the life-state of thélispelled and one is able to walk boldly
bodhisattva is their vawhe vow of the g fferings. Our dedication to kosen-rufodhisativas of the Earth manifests itseRnd bravely along the sure path to
Bodhisattvas of the Earth is to propagatg crycial in surmounting them. Fowithin us, the life-state of Nichiren happiness.
the Lotus Sutra. That's why gyample, if someone suffering from ilnesBaishonin begins to pulse within us, and

Vigilant Safeguarding 46

hundred followed, chanting and teaching “We all have relationships with In our daily lives, introducing
others” (WND-1, 385), Shin’ichi family members, relatives, and friends thatthers to Buddhism is a very ordinaagd
emphasized courageous, stand-aloaee particular to each of us. From that the same time, extremely challenging,
faith. perspective of the Mystic Lawhose activity. Because those around us know

“Atall times, the fundamental andrelationships are the realm of our missiomis so well, pretense and bluff won't work.
unchanging principle for kosen-rufu is thand they are profound bonds that connethe only thing is to strive diligently with
stand-alone spiriThe Daishonin, Mr our lives with others. Each of us is alonkonestysincerity perseverance, and great
Makiguchi, and MiToda all bravely stood responsible and qualified to propagate thEassion while showing actual proof. These
up alone. This is the spirit of BuddhisnMystic Law exactly where we afEhat's  efforts are where the true essence of our
and the heart of a champion of Soka. what makes the principle of standing upuddhist practice lies.

“Concretely speaking, the standalone so importantVe should keep in “This Gosho passage also
Vigilant Safeguarding 47 alone spirit in this regard means for eachind that we are here now as emissaridescribes how the realization of kosen-

of us to take full responsibility for theof Nichiren DaishonirAs Bodhisattvas of rufu will arise from the people. It will never

When he covered the passage, “At firgpread of the Mystic Law in our famil  the Earth, we need to stand up, eachlie achieved by authoriihe driving force
only Nichiren chanted Nam-myoho-our communityand in every part of ourour own place, and take action. Neveor kosen-rufu is found in people inspiring
renge-kyo, but then two, three, and @nvironment. forget that this is the only way kosen-rufeach other through Buddhist dialogue.”
isrealized.”
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No matter how wealthy a person may be, he or
she can be reduced to absolute poverty overnight by
me drastic social change. The most seemingly healthy
- erson can have a terrible accident or suddenly fall ill.
| never knew when he might be_ attack Rnd as people grow oldghey all experience illnesses
| or killed. Normally a person in sucho one kind or another
j circumstances would feel miserable an Relative happiness is based on the condition of
h.ODEI.ESS' Most pepple would look at_h'gur circumstances. When circumstances change, that
: ¥ s!tuatlon as real misfortune. But thatis ﬁappiness can also easily crumble.
) , View based on the perspective of mere In addition, though we may possess all we desire,
reI?tlve happlnes_s. . as long as we can’t control our desires, our happiness at
_The Daishonirs rich inner st_ate qf attaining new things will only be momentalBxtreme
4 be_:mg was b?VO”d compare, br'mr_n'ngttachment to wealth and such can actually make one
with great joy and an expansive e
ok s W hakable happiness. Such is the ”fgpor of spirit : : :
' " uns PP ) As the Swiss philosopher Carl Hilty (1833—
pe 1 state of ahsolute happiness. 1909) observed: “It can also really be a misfortune when

“Nichiren Daishonin was an exile, living,
in circumstances of great hardship al
| adversityHis life was threatened, and Zﬁ

L “Generally the requirements for: . ) ptia
. . . X . N it [wealth] gives rise to arrogance, inertia, idleness,
Vigilant Safeguarding 48 happiness are regarded as being financially Sec%&arice a]ng stinginess.” g
healthyand loved and valued by others. Many people '

Referring to a passage from “ThiueAspect ofdll  Seem to enjoy these conditions in their lives. But even
Phenomena’ that reads “I feelimmeasurable delight evé&®. they are not necessarily completely ha@ften
though | am now an exile” (WND-1, 386), Shin‘ichi they still feel anxious and worried. This is relative
spoke of the life-state of absolute happiness. happiness, and such happiness is fleeting.”

r faith, we who uphold this Buddhism tha@bsolute happiness is to awaken to sngssion for
. enables us to fulfill all our wishes can alséosen-rufu and dedicate oséfe to that great vo
B - achieve those desires, and doing sois proof of  When we dedicate our lives to kosen-rufu, the
1 the power of faith. Howevertrue and vast life-states of the Bodhisattvas of the Earth and the
r . indestructible happiness is not found in relativBuddha well up within us. So that even though we may
happiness, butin absolute happiness. be living in exile or in prison, or we may be battling
1 f With powerful conviction, Shin'ichi illness, none of those circumstances will bother us and
W Yamamoto dimed: “Absolute happinessis notWe'll be able to enjoy a life-state of inmense, joy
I simply an extension or a higher degree delfilment, and satisfactiorThat's absolute happiness.
! relative happiness. One canseemtobe quite ~ Many members striving earnestly in their
| unfortunate in terms of relative happiness, buddhist faith and practice have experienced a taste of
, canactually have afirmly established absolugsolute happiness. When they bravely share this
P happines#n example of this is the life-stateBuddhism with others, burning with the mission of the
of Nichiren Daishonin when he said: ‘| feelBodhisattvas of the Earth, they experience a life-state
immeasurable delight (WND-1, 386). of vitality, joy, and fulfillment, even though they may be
“Absolute happiness is not controlled by?oor or ill. When they encounter people who have no
our ever-changing external circumstances, bigsire to learn anything about Buddhism and may even
is a feeling of fulfillment and satisfaction at the deepedisdain the Soka Gakkai and disrespect its members,
level of ones being, born from taking action to fulfill thethey are able to perceive the misery of that pesson

We have observed manv beoble drow and improyiSsion and purpose that one has freely chosenin lifgner realityevenif for example they live in a gerous
Y peope g P “The critical thing here is that the missions anfansion, and genuinely feel a strong desire to show them

e TEEVES UL N ETESE M) Seekmgljrposes we choose for ourselves need to be in acdfi@iway to true happinesghat's the great path to a

and striving for relative happiness in such forms a$ . ) te of absolute happiness
wealth, social status, health, and fame. Through siro With the eternal and unchanging Law that permeates #@ PP

"Shtire universe. Ultimatelyhe way to build true and
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kind of benefit that can be obtainedable to deepen my understanding of the essence of
through faith. Nowif the benefit I've Buddhism."And, “I felt a deep joy at being able to
received were, sagquivalent to this strive in this faith as a Soka Gakkai meniber

entire auditorium, then yours would only The lecture on “Thélrue Aspect ofAll

be equal to my pinky!” Phenomena” was not Shin‘ichonly lecture in thgear

Toda wasrt'in especially good health, of Study (1977). His lecture on the “Hyaku Rokka Sho”
or possessed remarkable technical skilldhe One Hundred and Six Comparisons) also began
or great wealth. What he was trying tdo be published in installments from the January issue
tell the members was that real benefitef theDaibyakuengethe Soka Gakkai monthly study
are not relative happiness, but thgournal.

F) establishment of a state of absolute Thatyear his lecture, in six installments, on “The
: happiness in orglife. Heritage of the Ultimate Law of Life,” as well as his
-,;-'E In his lecture on “Th&rueAspect oAl lectures on “On Repaying Debts of Gratitude,” “On

Phenomena,” Shin’ichi urged with the PropeWay to Preach the Doctrine,” “The Selection
q: prayerful intensity: “Our daily activiies— of theTime,” and “The Opening of the Eyes” were also

- . chanting and propagating the Law fopublished in th&eikyo Shimbun.

| kosen-rufu—are the pathway to attaining Day after daynever wasting amoment, Shin'ichi

2 Buddhahood in this lifetime and toread the Gosho and thought deeply about the Daiskionin’

Vigilant Safeguarding 50 establishing absolute happiness that willrritings. At various meetings he attended, he also

endure throughout the three existences. | hope that yoeiticouraged members through referring to the Gosho.

When JoseToda heard memberskperiences of be firmly confident that this is the noblest way to live Nothing positive happens if one just issues
overcoming serious illnesses or financial problems ayour lives and take great pride init.” orders without taking action, without personal initiative.
Shin’ichi’s lecture was received with great Through his own practice, Shin’ichi strove to

chapter general meetings or on other occasions, he ; - ) . .
congratt?lated them on t?1e benefits they'd receive@mhus'asm bgeikyo Shimbureaders, and many of stir up a powerful groundswell of a Buddhist study

“The benefits them wrote in with appreciative remarks such as: “Whileovement.
reading the issues of tBeikyo Shimbuearrying your
lecture | felt that my eyes had been opened and | was

and would often humorously remark:
you've mentioned still don’t even come close to the
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From the evening of January 12, a harsh cold Though it was mid-Januatje middle of winter
F-] front swept across Japan, bringing heavy snowlse auditorium was filled with the ardent enthusiasm of
A & HE /+ = causing problems with the railroads, electrictiie participants, determined to start a new philosophical
0= | blackouts, and wreaking havoc with mass transibvement. Shin'ichi was the last to speak. They were
schedules. all waiting with great anticipation to hear what he had to
But the morning of January 15 was bright arshyAfter thanking the participants, Shin'ichiimmediately
sunny in Osaka. The participants, knowing that thgtarted into the main body of his speech: “From its origins,
large meeting of the Study Department was a pivaBalddhism has been a revolutionary religion. Shakyamuni
event in thérear of $udy, didn't let mass transit founded Buddhism in response to the authoritarianism
problems prevent them from gathering joyously of Brahmanism, which had lost sight of relieving the
Shin’ichi had resolved that the meeting woulsufferings of ordinary people. It is a well-established fact
""ti-f_ st .+~ markthe raising of the curtain on a new period tifat he was trying to restore religion to the people.
LR e

e i | ! Osaka. The Study Department meeting progressed.

L i . . h “ . T .
T ikl ﬂ-ﬂﬂ! study in the Soka Gakkai, and thus fully dedicated Making this significant transformation from

himself to preparing for the lecture he would delivegxploiting people for the sake of religion to restoring
This “new period of study” was aimed at makingeligion to its proper role of existing for the sake of the
Vigilant Safeguarding 51 the teachings of Buddhism available to contemporgrgople was the starting point of Buddhism. It is no
society and people around the world, establishing a rexaggeration to say that Buddhism came into being as a
On January 15, about 4,500 representative profess$iosophy that would create the futufe.accomplish transformation to revitalizing the common people.”
of the Soka Gakkai Study Department from around fikis, Shin‘ichi believed that he had to start by reinterpreting Shin‘ichi spoke clearlyn a manner that everyone
country assembled for a department meeting at the pRgh element of the teachings of Buddhism from fist was direct and convincing. When religion is cloaked
Gakkai KansaToda Memoriahuditorium inToyonaka, foundations and clarifying its meaning, based on timea veil of formalism and authoritigs spirit atrophies
perspective of religion for the sake of the people.  and dies.

oo movement to reform the Buddhist clericaBuddhism started as a religion of the people, and its
organization arose, causing a split amoneachers were leaders of the people.”

Buddhist followers into the Theravada school, By clarifying the reasons why Shakyamsni’

or School of the Elders, which focused on tiguddhism changed and declined, Shin’ichi wanted to
clemy, and the Mahasamghika school, whickound a warning that it was very important for Nichiren
focused on the lay followers. Buddhism not to make the same mistake.

This was followed by a fundamental The existence of the “teacher of the L aio
religious revolution, seeking the original spiriiead the people, is the key to the rise or fall of Buddhism.
of Shakyamung teachings—the spread oQuoting Nichikan Shonis’ Commentary on “The
Mahayana Buddhism. In contrast to th8election of th&ime,” Shin’ichi spoke of the meaning
Buddhism of the clergy—which highlightedbf the teachers of the Law: “Great teachers of the Law
personal salvation, had become highlgre those who lead the movement for kosen-rufu, preach
formalized, and divorced itself from the actuahe Law and stir great waves of practice for the benefit
sufferings of ordinary people living in theof self and others broadly among the people, while
| world—Mahayana Buddhism was a&onsidering the currents of the tim&s.do that, they
Buddhism that aimed to make enlightenmeneed to keenly grasp the nature of the era, fight alongside

N BlCc AMER oL

available to all. the people for the sake of the Lamd at certain times
- . This great Buddhist revival spread from India tstep to the fore to shield the people.”
Vlg”ant SafteJard'ng 52 China and from China to Japan.

. . Shin’ichi said: “One of the main reasons why
Although Buddhism began as away of reviving the peofigiddhism, which originated as a vibrant and dynamic
it eventually slipped into a formalistic focus on the rulggyy religious force from among the ordinary people,
of discipline, and became monopolized by a clerical eliigagnated and fossilized over time was that it became a
About 100 years after Shakyamunileath, a clerical religion and lost its ability to lead the people.

chatterthen he is no better than an animal dresseith the role of supporting the priests.
in priestly robes” (WND-1, 760). After introducing these passages, Shin’ichi

And, “The votaries of the Lotus Sutra in thexplained: “In the light of these definitions of the roles of
Latter Day of the Laywho are so faithful in the clegy and the laitytoday the Soka Gakkai is carrying
upholding the sutra that they are hated by othesst the functions of both. I'm sure that there is no other
o are the true priests of Mahayana. They are tBeddhist oganization carrying out the Buddhantent
. teachers of the Law who will propagate the Lots® faithfully and harmoniously anywhere else in the
. Sutra and bring people benefit” (WND-1, 886world.”

The priests practicing the Lotus Sutra in the Who has advanced kosen-rufu in the present?
Latter Day of the Law are hated by people amMiho has been the target of persecution? It is none other
undergo major persecutions, which they must fightan the Soka Gakkai. Therefore, we could say that the
courageously against to the end. Their missiorsigirit and practice of the Soka Gakkai is fulfilling both
to devote themselves to propagating Buddhighe roles of the priesthood and the teacher of the Law
and work to open the way to enlightenment faa
allliving beings throughout their lives. Daishonins writings: “Though a
_ When speal_(ing of Ia_ly believers,_the Daishqnibe rson may have been fortunate
writes: “As a lay believethe important thing for you is .
Vigilant Safeguarding 53 to chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo single-mindedly and §N0Ugh to be born as a human being

provide support for the priestsid if we go by thewords and m ay have even en&ar the
Shin’ichiYamamoto stated that Nichiren Daishonin w%&ﬂle If_OtUS Sgtlr_%y}/g/l\miglild;élcs);) teach the sutra to Bﬁesthood, if he fails to study the

himself a noble model of a teacher of the Liderthen Dest of your abili -1, . . .
described a priest, a teacher of the Layquoting Historically, the role of priests is to (:oncentrat(,BUdClhas teaCh!ng and toe'rUte. It.S
passages from the Daishosiritings: “Though a personon sharing Buddhism with others, fighting against the thretandeers but simply spends his time
may have been fortunate enough to be born as a huﬁiﬁgﬁﬁg tle_nemies_, and engaging in If(osen—rufu.r']l'he_rqlq idleness and chattethen he is no
being and may have even entered the priesthood, iPhéy believers, in contrast, is to focus on chanti . .
fails%o study t);1e Buddhstteaching ané)to refute itglaimoku, making offerings, and speaking to others abﬁ?,tter than an animal eéssed in
slanderers but simply spends his time in idieness d#iidhism to the best of their abilife laity are entrusted priestly obes” (WND-1, 760).
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means “one who has renounced secular life,” In other words, the true path of a monk lies in
referring to leaving behind concerns for fam@&uddhist practice. It is not a matter of ceremonies or
and profit and distancing oneself fronformalities, but rather is found in diving into the midst of
¢ obstructions and defilements standing in the walie people and taking on theirfawings as ong’own.
- of the pursuit of enlightenment. Monks and nunghe qualification of a true Buddhist practitioner depends
traditionally shaved their heads when thegn what they have done and will do to help others.
"y joined the Buddhist order as an expression of After explaining this, Shin’ichi said to his
, the determination not to return home until onéisteners: “Though we Soka Gakkai members are lay
[ had achieved the ultimate goal of Buddhigpractitioners, in spirit we shoulder the mission to
| ) practice. transcend the secular world and proudly and selflessly
A
f

- According to the Mahayana Manjushri-dedicate ourselves to propagating Buddhism.”
vikridita Sutra, a bodhisattva is a being who The room reverberated with approving
. practices for the salvation of all living beingsapplause.
5 f % He does not simply become a monk by shaving One returns to the starting point of Buddhism
|4 L 13
o

L ' his head. What is it that makes him a monkBy stripping away all formality and authority to clearly
- . I Heisamonk when he renounces the secul@veal the essential underlying principles. The participants
- g A LS s ] world to wholeheartedly dedicate himself tdistened to Shin’ichg words as if basking in the light of
Vigilant Safeguarding 54 relieving the sufferings of all living beings. Thisthe warm sun.
is what it means for a bodhisattva to renounce the world.
Shinvichi then spoke about the significance of the clerdy!0eS 0N to say thatmerely donning clerical robes does
in Buddhism. ot make one a monk, eith@ne becomes a monk by

The original word for monk, priest, or clergy jfiving their all to eradicating the three poisons of greed,

Buddhism ishramanaprshukken Japanese. It literally z;n_gerand foolishness that defile the minds of living
eings

three months each ye#mavel becomes verydoctrines and methods of propagation, returning to their
difficult. During that period, Shakyamusi’ native areas after studying for a certain period of time.
followers would gather in one spot and engaddis is strongly reminiscent of our Soka Gakkai study
" PO in practice. There are many well-knowseminars and training courses.
“:d.r _ =" g r-_f_ “_*‘%MM examples of these gathering places suchasthe  The Japanese woghran, also meaning a
‘:"'a'-h‘ e —Ef___%;,_ . Sy # I,,,_, ¥ Jetavana Monastery in Shravasti and ttemple or monastergerives from the Sanskrit word
= ﬁﬁ : r —-.% Bamboo Grove Monastery in Rajagriha. Theamgha-aramaa place where people gathered for
- %:m English word “monastery” in these cases Buddhist practiceTemples are also calletbjo—

Q =S d‘.ﬂh-':if':?_:f w actually a translation of the Sanskritwaithra literally, “places of the way"—because they were places

+ .. (Japaneseshoja), or “place for practice,” where people gathered to practice the way to attain
which is what they were—places for the monlelightenment.

to work at perfecting themselves through Having explained the origin of temples and
various Buddhist practices during the raingnonasteries in Buddhism, Shin'ichi said with conviction:

J
i

Ly - " season. This is the origin of BuddhistThe Soka Gakkas Headquarters, community and
monasteries and, lajgemples. culture centers, as well as its training centers, are places
Vigilant Safeguarding 55 After the rainy season ended, the monks, havimpere Buddhist practitioners dedicated to advancing

deepened their practice, left these monasteries and wesen-rufu go to practice, propagate, and study the
Shinichi next talked about monasteries and temples % among the people again. In other wordsvitiera  teachings of Nichiren Daishonin. They are also places
explained the significance of their origins and the roleyere not like many of todagtemples, where the algr  of practice where our members come to be rejuvenated
I lived full time and conducted religious rituals. They weend then go back out to their local communities to
-Shakyamunié methad of propagating was genters for religious practice. revitalize society and others around them. In other
travel across India on foot and preach Buddhism.to The Nalanda monastery in India later developedbrds, based on an understanding of the original meaning
people throughout the land into a hub for Buddhist studies, operating somewhat lieBuddhist monasteries and temples, Soka Gakkai
India, howeverhas a.rainy T aboatuniversitylt became a destination for practitioners frofacilities are serving a role as contemporary temples and
' ' many regions, who resided there and studied Buddnigmnasteries.”

so this person as he advances throughtheworld ~ The members applauded to express their
can wipe out the darkness of living beingagreement and renewed commitment.

(LsOcC21, 318) Shin’ichi wanted to make sure they knew that
Buddhism does not exist apart from society
“The world’ here refers to socigtyieaning that The practice of Buddhism in the Latter Day of

unless we carry out our struggles in ththe Law and the true bodhisattva path are seeking one’
predicaments of the real worldsitmpossible way and struggling arduously amidst the daunting
to dispel the darkness of suffering that plagueballenges of the real world, in the face of storms of
living beings. criticism and abuse, persevering in dialogue,

Shin’ichi remarked: “Nichiren Daishonindemonstrating actual proof of this Buddhist practice, and
| carried out his propagation activities ipropagating the Law
Kamakura, the center of government at the time, A religion that loses sight of its origins and the
to embody in his own life this passage ‘hgpirit of practice in its early period becomes formalized,
advances through the world.” Unless Buddhisfossilized, ceremonial, bureaucratic, and authoritarian. It
is carried out within societyn the midst of begins to look down on the people and to perpetuate
reality, there is a risk that our practice oitself for its own sake rather than to help people. This is
Buddhism may deviate from the original spirithe corruption of religion and the death of the human
of the Daishonirs practice and sense of purpose.  spirit.

“I am reminded of what my mentor JoSeda We can never allow this to happen to Nichiren

said to the members at the beginning of 1953: ‘I am firmyddhism. “Let5 return to the original spirit of the
In closing, Shinichi discussed the phrase “he advanggtinced that benefits will rain down on you as yddaishonin!”—Raising the great banner of study to
through the world” from the verse in the “Supernaturgfasp the sword of propagation and bring forth thigilantly safeguard Buddhism, Shin‘ichi was opening the
Powers of the Thus Come One” (21st) chapter of {&§urage of a lion king.” llluminated by the shining light af/ay to a new era.

Vigilant Safeguarding 56

Lotus Sutra: benefits from time without beginning, the sword of
_ compassion firmly in hand, like lion kings let us ond@ his concludes “\gilant Safeguadling,” chapter 2
As the light of the sun and moon again this year open the glorious way of Soka.”  of volume 24 6fhe New Human Revolution.

can banish all obscurity and gloom,
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BUDDHIST CONCEPTS

The Eternity of Life

"A clear awaeness and coect understanding of the natuof death can enable us to live without fear and
with strength, clarity of purpose and joguddhism views the universe as a vast living eimityhich cycles

of individual life and death arrepeated without cease. Death is #fere a necessgrpart of the life
process, making possiblerrewal and new gwth."

7 both positive and negative, created by our
thoughts, words and deeds. This poten-
tial enegy, or profound life-tendencis
referred to as karma.

Again, contrary to certain assumptions,
Buddhism does not consider karma to be
fixed and unchangeable. Our karmic en-
ey, which Buddhist texts describe as the
"raging current" of the alaya-conscious-
ness, interacts with the other layers of
consciousness. ltis at this deepest level
that human beings exert influence upon
one anotheon their surroundings and on
alllife.

Photo :Yurika Shakya

Itis also at this level that the continuity of
life over cycles of birth and death is main-
tained. When we die, the potential en-
ergy which represents the "karmic bal-
ance sheet" of all our actions-—-creative and
destructive, selfish and altruistic--contin-
ues to flow forward in the alaya-con-
sciousness. It is this karma that shapes
the circumstances in which the potential
energy of our lives becomes manifest
again, through birth, as a new individual

. . experience these cycles every,@smil- marking birth and, therefore, no end sigIlfe .

s aphilosophyBuddhism jions of the some 60 trillion cells that comiifying death.”

has always stressed theyrise our bodies die and are renewed

importance of squarely through metabolic replacement. Death Is the fifth century C.E., the great India

confronting the reality of therefore a necessary part of the life prphilosopheiasubandhu developed th
. F’eth- Dgath,_along W'_th cess, making possible renewal and néiMine-Consciousned®aching" that pro- A oS
ilness and aging, is defined in Buddhisngyowth, Upon death our lives retum to theides a detailed understanding of the etg € Purpose of Buddhist practice is to
as one of the fundamental sufferings thgfast ocean of life, just as an individuatal functioning of life. In this system, theotimulate and awaken this fundamentally
all people must face. wave crests and subsides back into tfiest five layers of consciousness corrd2a¢ amala-consciousness, or wisdom,
. . . wholeness of the sea. Through death, tepond to the senses of perception and Wg ich has the power t'o transform even
Because of this emphasis, Buddhism hashysical elements of our bodies, as wedixth to waking consciousness. The sixﬁ?e most deeply established flow of nega-
sometimes been associated with a pesgks the fundamental life-force that supportayer of consciousness includes the capac oo oy I the more shallow layers of
mistic outlook on life. Quite the oppositeyr existence, are "recycled" through thiey for rational judgment and the ability toC"'SCIOUSNESS:
is, in fact, the case. Because death is ifnjverse. Ideallydeath can be experienceihterpret the information supplied by thel_ ) )
evitable, any attempt to ignore or avoigis 4 period of rest, like a rejuvenatingenses. he questions of life and death are funda-

Finally, there is the ninth level of conscious-

jpess. This is the very source of cosmic

%:e, which embraces and supports even
e functioning of the alaya-consciousness.

this most basic "fact of life” condemns Ugjeep that follows the strivings and exer- mental, underlying and shaping our views
to a superficial mode of living clear  tions of the day The seventh layer of consciousness is f fjustabout everything. Thus, anew un-
awareness and correct understanding of ferred o as the mano-consciousness. TRErstanding of the nature of death--and

the nature of death can enable us to livgyddhism asserts that there is a continlayer corresponds to the subconscio ife’s eternity—can open new horizons
for all humankind, unleashing previously

without fear and with strength, clarity ofty that persists over cycles of life andlescribed in modern psychology and ¢

purpose and joy death, that our lives are, in this sense, eterhere our profound sense of self residedtapped stores of wisdom and compas-
o . _nal.As Nichiren wrote: “"When we exam- sion.

Buddhism views the universe as avast ifne the nature of life with perfect enlightBeneath this is the eighth, or alaya-co

ing entityin which cycles of individual life. ement, we find that there is no beginningziousness. Itis this layer of consciou

and death are repeated without cea&e. ness that contains the potential eyer

E@Zourtesy October 1998 SGI Quarterly]
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was extremely busyalso felthe had Sensei), a lively samba rhythn?
very little experience with Sokaaccompanied by the singing of the future
Gakkai activities. | was therefore vengivision members, filled the auditorium.
anxious about what he would say The SGI-Brazil fife and drum corps
when President Ikeda spoke witlivas founded oAugust 14, 1963, with
him. only a handful of members. Noavhalf-
Atfirst, Tomiya tried to refuse century latermembership in the group has
the request, but in response tgrown to more than 4,0000day the fife
President lkeda’ enthusiasm, heand drum corps is invited to perform in
asked, “Véll, what would | have to do?” cities across Brazil in celebration of Brazil’
At the time, | was pregnantindependence Day and other events. It
with our oldest daughtePresident has expanded into a strong group of
Ikeda said: “l understand you andapable individuals who are making a
your wife are expecting your first babypositive contribution to Brazilian society
soon.You will be very busy for a A womens division member at the
while, so for starters, | would like toHeadquarters leaders meeting in
ask you to support your wife byHiroshima listened to the invigorating
driving her to activities on weekends.performance with tears in her eyes. She
“So I'm a chauffeur chapterraised her arms high, both hands making
leader?” my husband asked. the V for victory sign.
Laughing, President Ikeda

said, “Yes, thas enoughAll you have Itsuko Morihara (Soka Gakkai

If you encourage just
one person a dayin
30 years you will have
encouraged 10,000
people. With this
spirit and resolve, |
have striven to
personally foster and
raise one person after
another while
struggling with an
endless succession of
obstacles on the road
to kosen-rufu.

todois drive.” women’s division vice

member who had been in the corps
at the time of its establishment in
1963. Spontaneouslyraised both
hands in a double V for victory salute.
One meaning of my salute was as a
warm welcome to the members of the
SGI-Brazil fife and drum corps.
Another was an expression of
gratitude to President IkedEears
flowed from my eyes. The SGI-Brazil
fife and drum corps had grown to this
extent, thanks to all the
encouragement we had received from
President Ikeda.

After the meeting, | was able
to cross off from my list of prayers
the wish that the SGI-Brazil Nova Era
Fife and Drum Corps would come
to Japan and perform for President
Ikeda. My prayer of 44 years had
finally been realized.

*

My husband said that if that was
all that was required, he could do it.

President [keda immediately
responded: “All right, then, &'
decided!”

After the establishment of New
York Chaptemmy husband drove me
to meetings in Bostolyashington,
D.C., and Long Island, just as
President Ikeda had askédfirst,
he really was just a chdefir, but
eventually at the request of members
he started to speak, until finally he

headquarters leader):In March The SGI-Brazil fife and drum corps

1960, | was the last member of m ontlnu_ed to growgnd eventually reacr_‘qgeﬂecting on worldwide kosen-rufu,
family to join the Soka Gakkai. Inth® Point where it could perform inpyegigent lkeda has said: “From nothing—
August of that yeaour nine-member Parades. Its bright, enthusiasti, nding, no support, no human
family emigrated to Brazil to start gperformances were even coveredin Ioc?ésources, no time—we have forged a
new life. newspapers with photos. .. path where none before had existed.”
The first place we lived, InAugust 1969, a summer trainingjichjren Dajishonin writes: “The popular
howeveywas like living in the jungle, COUrse was held in Shizuoka Prefectulg o\ ery says that ‘one is the mother of
There was no electricity or runnin%\r)I Jz?lpanAfter |ncr_ed|b|e eforts, Mrs. ,ten thousand™ (WND-1, 130-31).
water and at night big lizards used t _o_rl_hara, then still a young women Everything started from a single individual.
come out.We couldnt speak division memberwas able to travel 10 tpe mighty river of worldwide kosen-rufu
Portuguese. My usually cheerfuf@Pan to attend it. She was also able o from one individual standing up,
brother became despondent, argrticipate inan informal discussion withy o raging one other person and forging

began offering guidance and
encouragement to everyone.

*

President Ikeda has faith in people. He
has sternly warned against being
judgmental. Based on his strong
conviction gained through Buddhist
practice, he believes firmly in peope’
potential. By offering words of hope and
inspiration, he strives to enable everyone
to bring forth their own potential.

Peoples hearts respond to the
profound trust that is placed in them. The
human heartis moved to action in response
to the complete trust expressed by others.

In The New Human Revolution,
President Ikeda writes: “People are able
to tap great inner strength through
recognizing that someone believes in and
holds high hopes for them.”

He also says: “Wbelieve in the
infinite potential of all human beings, strive
to enable each individual to awaken to and
reveal that potential, and work to expand
the circle of those who share this

there were many times when | feltli
I couldn’t go on living.

After awhile, our family moved
to S&o Paulo. Seeing pictures of the
Soka Gakkas fife and drum corps
in copies of th&eikyo Graphiand
the Seikyo Shimbunthat a
neighboring SGI member shared with
us, | was captivated. The members
looked so cheerful and enthusiastic!
| decided | wanted to form a local
fife and drum corps to bring light to
my new countryl resolved that we
would do parades in the streets and
make everyone smile. @uigust 14,
1963, we started the SGI-Brazil fife
and drum corps, with me as its first
leaderAt that time, we didit’have
good instruments, and | didn’t even
know how to use a drum major
batonWe all taught ourselves to play

Two years after the corps’
founding, President Ikeda sent us
instruments along with red and white
uniforms.

*

commitment. This has been the history &f
the Soka peoplemovement to this day

. respond to
profound trust that is

On October 6, 2013, the 68th Soka

Peoples hears
the

k& resident lkeda.

ties with themA great current has been

created through trust, hope, and

Itsuko Morihara: President Ikeda
warmly invited us to ask him anything,

compassion for others.

As President Ikeda said: ‘&weed

and | blurted out that next time kg nae efforts to inspire a single individual

would bring the members of the SGI
Brazil fife and drum corps with me
so that we could perform for him. He
replied: “I will watch all your
performances then, so please do your
best!”

| felt as if | was walking on air
but after our conversation, | returned
to earth and realized just what a
financial burden it would be for
members to travel from Brazil to
Japan. But | had promised President
Ikeda. | decided to give it my best
effort and to chant with all my heart.

Later, President Ikeda named
us the SGI-Brazil Nova Era Fife and
Drum Corps. On many occasions, he
sent us encouragement. He watched
over us closely from the other side of
the globe.

Even after | left the fife and
drum corps and returned to Japan to

and help that person become happe
'kosen-rufu movement starts from there.”

President Ikeda has also said:

If you encourage just one person a
day, in 30 years you will have
encouraged 10,000 peopléith this
spirit and resolve, | have striven to
personally foster and raise one
person after another while struggling
with an endless succession of
obstacles on the road to kosen-rufu.

All of the Soka Gakkas future
victories will also depend on capable
people. | therefore hope that you, my
most trusted friends, will work with
me to continue opening this path to
victory. | am always sending daimoku
to you, who have such an important
mission.

A magnificent new era of worldwide

live in Hiroshima, I kept chanting osen.ryfy begins with each disciple
earnestly to make my promise COMEyqnanding to the trust and hopes of their

true.

Then, in October 2013, 44
years after my vow to President
Ikeda, a Soka Gakkai Headquarters

mentor

[To be continued]

Gakkai Headquarters Leaders Meetingplaced in them. The
was held at the Hiroshima Ikeda Peac i

Auditorium in HiroshimaAfter an opening ehuma_‘n h_ear[ is moved
choral performance by the Hiroshima tO @ction In response to

future division members, 16 members of

the SGI-Brazil Nova Era (New Era) Fife the Complete trust

and Drum Corps took the stage. The musi(expressed by others.
of “Saudason a Sensei” @¢ome,
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Ie_adel_'s meeting was held Irt‘l’ranslated from the January 2014 issue
H_|rosh|ma, and | was unexpectediy¢ theDaibyakuengethe Soka Gakkai
given the opportunity to attend. monthly study journal)
It seemed like a miracle. Soon
after the meeting began, the SGI-
Brazil Nova Era Fife and Drum
Corps began to playind among
them was even a grandchild of a
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8th NSGI District General Meeting Commemorating Soka Gakkai Day

Kathmandu

Sanjan@\grawal

told the meeting about her 6 ¥ yeasaid they would promote unity amongst
journey in the Gakkai and shared heghe members of their district, make sure
experience of manifesting her Kosenruf@ach and every member is treasured and
partnerShe introduced her fiancée (novehanges his/her karma, supportwie's
married) who has now become venyn their efforts, increase the number of
strong in faith. home visits and help each member grow
Ms. Manisha Mahajan was appointeéh faith on the basis of prayer

as therWD district chief for Dhaulagiri ~ We then moved to the cultural part of
District. She also shared her experiencte meeting. It started with an interesting
She appeared for the CA exams argbng by Pichu and Naswa Ranjit. It was
though she could not pass her exam shgup song, amedley of English and Nepali

j i i ngs with the help of glasses and claps.
Thapa came on the stage to share Ike%'g not feel dgfeated despite this angong borg P

May 3¢ meeting was celebrated in Ne, . €eps a positive attitude. She i# was an encouraging performance by
Y g Paenses messagethe members WErE e termined she would be victorious anthem and filled all the members with hope.

with great enthusiam and gxciﬁement;ew en_couraged and inspired he_alrln\gOuld share her experience of successext, was a Nepali folk dance by the
Members from various districts iNSenseis warm words. MrNavin future members of Dhaulagiri district. They used

Kathmandu traveled to districts in Hetau
dRianandhar then, shared how the theme Ms. Rajani Mahajan then received heplates as props. The dance was thoroughly

and Pokhara and members from llla “ i ;
travelled to Hetauda to participate in thrg:r tlf;e }:jea|r<2014’ ?u‘?'er;:ngl(? k:r)1 o 91935 ohonzon and vowed to treasure arehjoyed by all the members present. The
oridwide Kosen rulu” should be applied,, . . the Gohonzon forever dance was followed by a caricature and

8" District General meeting. istri ] ; i

The meeting in Katﬁmandu WasfigrthzgrO\t/\nEofadlstrIC'E[hI:? L:rgedlihe Then, was the turn of districtfinally adohori song which was based on
attended by around 75 members %en: eSrs e _eteveryfou ut; Onr]r‘?be eterminations by the districtrelations between parents and chidren.
M |u. Dhaulagiri and other district W10 Sensel, o pray Tor €ach memwer, , . ators. MrPurna Ganesh Ranjit  FinallyVice GD Devandra Man Singh
T;:ﬁeuétingaﬁi:&r(;?ﬁ V?’itrf%ésr;;ﬁgfrospenty and happlness_an_d tc’)‘ practl(ﬁ%m Manaslu district first shared hisgave guidance to the members. He urged
Gongyo and half an hour diamokkdter onﬁr:ess '(':f ment?r: ar}d dISCprLE : gistricts‘ determinations. He said they aréhe membersto refiesh thelr determination

! nen, it was the trn of the MosL;in for an attendance of 20-2%ith anindestructible victoryhe meeting

that, SanjanAgarwal, the MC for the motivating part of the meeting-

; ; embers in each district meeting, t@nded witha commemorative photograph.
Mr. SushilViswokarma played a pattle against heart disease and fighting ff?féeaCh member in meetings and mamhlcr:h_eact:w aknd'tr?;/r? Y mzrgbter tqol:j
melodious tune on the flute to welcomgnancial karma., The second experiencic T cH00US @rts in Shakabuku. Mr something backwith ihem and determine

: strengthen their faith day by da)
all the membersThen, Mr Rajan B. was shared by Grishma Chritrakahe Cﬁaresh Jung Thapa then shared ttie 9 y by aay
determinations of Dhaulagiri district. He

Hetauda We reached our destination Bastipuwas nicely explained by Préfara Shakya  programme continued with experience of
Report by Sarita Shakya at around 7.30 in the evenirlye were which was followed by an experience ofyineshyolma andanmol PradhariThe
welcomed heartily with flowers andProf. Dr Riddhi Ratna @apit. His reportings and determinations of the
;gmiles. lllam members had arrived at2 arjourney to SGI truly inspired me. Hegistricts were also shared.
Balkhu at around 2.30pm. The weath&®Me of us woke to welcome the tirethentioned that Buddhism is a mixture of .
5 all the faculties like turning poison into, i, _Geeta B e appgmted as
he advisor whereas MRam ManAryal

seemed to favour us as it was raining aH{eSts: e ation andwego
it smoothed the road by saving us from Our enegetic MCs werdnina and Medicine, realization andwisdom whict] - ... ; i
o < = made a change in his ways of teachi d.' str}ct coordlr_latoMr. ZEMEY Rana
districtyMD Chief and Ms. Samjhana

the dusty roads and burning sun. Singitgjjwol Aryal started the meeting with the' " © ) -
and sharing we couldn’t tell the time thgoyful NSGI song and followed by at;'t‘lj(de'A pﬁenj IW(?S Lec';? Lﬂn" A?iyan as districtYWD Chief were
passed by and as we reached midwapenses message which was read b ah¥? i (?ttt't eb V"\’ADat abyaplli@ppointed for Lhotse district.

sad story knocked us as we heard abdtawarajryal. su? osus WI:I a _th o her r eth Mr. DineshYelmo was appointed as
the demise of one of the WD member - rpeeyperience of Sanjay Rana Magasonanzon coramon to Raieahwo i€ diSTicYMD Chieffor Makalu district.
Bhadras mother and sadly she had fgnighted the cause and effect theory Bitraiar from Jugal d?lstrict aan Dinesh 11€ Program came toa close after the

The journey to Hetauda started frol

return back to Kathmandu. Buddhism. Significance of May monthyaimo from Makalu districtThe cultural program of energetic dances and
songs.
Pokhara SenseB message and also talked abodénce and solo dance. Everyone enjoyedMr. Gautam Bajracharya was
Report by : Rabina Parajuli positive thinking and right attitude requiredo the fullest. In between, there waappointed as the advisor whereas Mr
for a successful living. declaration of determination and reportin§ubarna Bajracharya as district

8th District General Meeting in  YMD, Mr. Sanjay Poudel from ©f all the four districts viz. Machhapuchhreoordinator and MiNarayan Gaire as

commemoration of Soka Gakkai Day waKathmandu, explained about the historicQV M!'. Prem Chhetle.nnapuma by Ms. district MD Ch"?f Were appointed for
organized in Pokhara, alestern significance of the May 3 Soka Gakkaﬂ?};?t;;r&:lin?nglIllgall::cggnmié:E;gl?ﬂfaglﬁh%?gjgr?;gg[ﬁng was appointed
izg;gﬁl:e?r:?gi'vgrlgtcizrgfeé;aiWD Ms. Dioti Th ¢ Arjun quhal Me_lgarThese _membersas the district_YN_ID Chief for
members (13 from Kathmandu and 43, i S, S& Ulphl T?]pa rcf)m shared with us their distristachievements Machhapuchhre district. _
from Pokhara) present for the dao Koth arad, ar:‘ dtsh a I'hapa 1romng also told us their weak points and the Machhapuchhre MD Chief, Mfej
foreign members from UK were alsooa mfaT u ngre-_ I:lreﬁpeneﬁces 'drfé‘ason for not being able to fulfil theitPrasad Shrestha spoke a few words and
present, eautiful wayDipti told us how she andpeyious determinationdth strong faith, also congratulated our youth members for
) ~her elder sister Dristi overcame thelty, 4y and practice, everyone determinede beautiful performance and entertaining
The two M/Cs, Ms. Rabina Parajuliobstacles and their family problems they move forward for kosen-rufu fosteringeveryone. Machhapuchhre WD Chief,

and Mr Dipendra Gurung starteddfie had and how their life changed for th@apable leaders. Ms. Kamala Dawadee thanked each and
meeting with daily guidance and therbetter As such, Usha talked about her . . every member for being there and
followed by a songSwagatarhprepared weaknesses, shortcomings, her health M- Dipendra Gurung then received higVery 9

\7ohonzon and also took oath to treasuP@rticipating in different activities.
it through out his lifeAt the same time,  After doing sansho, we all gathered for
new capable leaders were appointed llye commemorative photographs in the

by WD Chief Ms. Kamala Dawadee problem, family and how she has no
YWD, Ms. Silja Rana gave a welcoméecome a bold lady
speech. Machhapuchhre Distric€o-

. Youth members from Pokhara anggp Mms.Anjali Basnet. arden and ended the dagtogram with
ordinator Mr. Khub Bahadur Baral ready athmandu fired the stage with their group y gome refreshments an(cﬁgnc%
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FCASUIECS Amonsiheu

President [keda essay around th Wmdﬂngsnf

ofthe Heart Puduimana
The Fire of Enlightened Wisdo

y adolescence was sacrificeccomposed byAkiko Yosano (1878- generally mean greed, anggupidity “compassionate spirit”. It is too
to war | therefore devoted 1942), dedicated to her younger brothearrogance, suspicion, and other su@hortsighted to try to live up to the spirit
myself to Buddhism as a wayWhen | read a book recentiyoweveyl - emotions which torment and troubley a military song which says, “My
to establish pacifism. came across an excerpt of a poem whitluman beings mentally and physicallyyysband, die a courageous death in the
Nothing is more barbarous than Wa'brought l_)ack fond memories: ‘Thd—hpayana Buddh_lsm asserts that humagtiefield.”
HundredTimesWorship’composed by beings must eradicate all attachments and
o Kusuoko Otsuka (1875-1910), in whictearthly desires, defining them as the cause | still remember asking a questionin a
This is how | began the novel Theshe expressed her emotional turmoil to hef human siféring. HoweverMahayana meeting led by my late teacher Josei
Human Revolution 16 years ago [ithusband who had been sent to the froBuddhism states otherwise: we camoda nearly three decades ago:

Nothing is more cruel.

1965]. | had a strong determination nevegpes; develop and sublimate earthly desires aghenever | read a story of the war
to allow the future generations to suffer' ameans to enlightenment since humagatween the Genji and Heiki, the two
the same experience that | had, and this | think of my husband beings are human beings, and they hakging clans in ancient Japan, | wonder if
spontaneous feellng that came from my And [ahSOIUOff:eIrtrEi):]Erz} r;ruaryﬁ;lion earthly desires, naturall}'/his, I believe, they felt scared as they Continua”y
:ss:l became the opening sentence inmy And 7oud:THA% 2 ot prayer is a Copernican viewpoint. wielded swords and shot arrows, killing
) | again think of my husband each otheHow would you have felt?” |
The word “war” sounds abominable as | offer my thid prayer Nichiren Daishonin explains thisnever forget the answer he gave me as
butwar is looming over us again. People €an you fault the heart of such a womanprinciple in one of his writings in a beautifube deeply nodded behind his thick
in theUS embassy in Iran were taken metaphor: ‘{Again, when Nichiren and higjlasses: “It is quite natural to feel scared

There is only one country in the entire worl :
hostage last year (1979), and Soviet \yhich baslzls in the ris%g morning sun. Yollowers recite Nam-myoho-renge-kyolif one truly understands what life is.” In

troops invadedfghanistan (in December  Andthere is only one personin the entire worlHﬂ'eY are burning _the firewoqd of eaﬁhlbther words, he said it is human nature
1979) . These incidents, as well as others, Whocalls mewife" throughthe bond o maniagedesires, summoning up the wisdom fire @b pe scared and that it is not human

are rapidly adding to the mountingtension bodhi or enlightenment.” Even if thenature not to be scareéfar means to
within the international arena. Some ‘o1 ! askedinerelore, ) existence of the firewood troubles you, igill or be killed and it is quite natural for

N Which weighs heavier on my mind, d f ill 1 h luei . . .
people are saying that we are now already oyr country or my husband, youdeny it, you will lose the value it carpne to be against it; so it is true human
plunging into a second “cold war". I remain silent and only shed tears. ~ C'€@l€.YoU have to understand thagourage and strength to take a stand to

Taking advantage of this, some without the firewood you cannot gain thejo away with warHis succinct answer
business magnets are even daring to fire of enlightened wisdom which .b”ngsstruck'me as an accurate expression of
mention the necessity of restoring the IfIremember correctiyt was shortly Iﬁl_‘th(}hekv na"té/ Ofthﬁ peopleand brlghten@he spirit of someone with a farsighted
sconscription system”. The samefter the Secoridorld War when I first IS darkened world. view of life.

ial i ad that poem. | was fed up with the futile .

e o TGty . Tyt Wi eyt ttvoner
legislation”, such as the possibility ofMperishable’, having no interesf el be call d’bssentlally pacifists. Nothing is more
encampment on private lands in case ¥hatsoever in those kinds of spiritud! ert;rn](l)erg cen InTT]-S enset,hle Za o Blesome, precious and beautiful than a
emegencyare again being brought up by?mPaigns. Butmy heartwas overwhelmetf! Y GESITE: i Iz ear ¥ esiréwoman who is dedicated to raising and
mass media. This is the present situatiofly the emotion and dilemma contained powever seems to be, as it were, grotecting valuable human I|ve_s. Itis my
and | would like all women, as eternafhe poem. I suspect every single “wife Oq_espera.te artempt to break through tncere hope that women will be the
pacifists, to watch the current of the imethe home front” and “mother of the homglemma; she feels the confict between théhampions of peace, being welk-informed
with strict and critical eyes. front” experienced the same feelings, evefive forher husband and the all- pervasivgt only about their own domestic affairs

though they did not verbally express therfOWVer of the state. | believe we are ablgnd their community but about the world
When it comes to anti-war poems tofind, in that earnest quest for a solutiojt,ation as well.

composed by women, we are reminded Mahayana Buddhism reveals ththe essential nature of awoman whois a
of the famous anti-war cry ‘Oh My f,nqamental principle of life: “earthly pacifist, and it can be developed into what
Brother You Must Not Die’(1904) jecires are enlightenment". Eanmydesirégahayana Buddhism calls the

June 2014 NSGI Monthly Meeting Schedule July 2014

S -0 1700 losddn Fayokal Mialing (YW sy ) HPD kg A 730 AN lnadury messiing HPG
Jur-08 1700 Fridary Peace Prayer HRC P 0800 gl rulu Magiing HPE
Aan-07  DE:00  Lhoisa Hossssuly Mssing NPC
Bae-t1 17-A0  Stady beoniie on Mocabty & Evios by MBgin ¢ Garcrenaungs NPC duly 5-T Etudy and discusmon "Buddha is ihe isell™  NPC
Jur-14 D800 MNow Era Distric? Zadankal Moeting Disfrice Juy T 17:00 Momonal gongyn HPC
Jus-if T30 Saudy bedlure on Panssding by Himchuli Disirisd HPC nity 12 B0 M Exa 3 heating Frigariot
Jaedl 0800 Womes's T GEM MPL & oulsiation

10:00  Deshe inciune {Lion graup anly) Wwp Al TE 1100 AN Leaders iraining on Home visil campagn  NPC
Jun 22 57 Al [Hetrici Divsional Mesting Mambers Home gl 2006 AE Eesinct Bivisional Meeting Memibers Home
Juin-25 17:30 Siedy leciurs on Dudshesm 5 LUnsve e Ansdabiamisaesis NPC ;
Je2T A0 Introductony Mesting NP | e
Jre2B DE:00  Gosho (Gesecal Sione Tiger] study mesting Disdrick ity I8 Manday Fighting Dok ety
Jiar-30 Manday Fighling Daimaku Disdricn

All rights reserved. No parts of this newsletter may be reproduced or transmitted by any electronic or mechanical means, or otherwise, or by any information storage and retriev.

prior written permission from the publish&el: 4038582Website: wwwnepalsgi.ay . Email: info@nepalsgi.gr. Printer: Graphics, Baphal, Kathmandu .

The NSGITimes 12



